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Wolf Point, Elontana 



b6 
b7C 



Search 7, 10GI 



Tour letter postmarked February 27, 1C01, has 

been received, ani the interest which prompts -J you to write is 
appreciated. 



.Although I would like to be of service, the FBI 
is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope that 
you will not infer in this connection either that we do or that 
we do not have data in our files relating to the subjects of your 
inquiry. 

Enslosed is some literature dealing with tho 
general subject of communism which may be of interest. 



Sincerely you^s, 

John Zdgar Hoover 
Director 



Tolson — 
Parsons _ 

Moht 

Belmont — 
Callahan . 



Conrad 

DeLoach - 



Evans - 



Ttotter 

W.C. SuUivan . 
Tele. Room — 

Ingram 

, Gandy _ 



^nclostires (C) 

17th National Convention, CPU3A & 3-GO LEB Introduction 

Communist Party, USA 

One Kation's Response to Conimunisin 

Directors Speech of 10-18-CO 

The Communists Are After Our Min4s * / * 

Expose of Soviet Espionage v - 

see NOTE next pagej^, .0/ * . J 

ua&o2 ftMbt&rfa te©ljp §A W:lcl* (3) * 
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Letter to Mrs. 
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NOTE: The John Birch Society is allegedly an anticommunist organization; 
however, Robert Welch, its founder, has stated that the Society 
might take on the appearance of a "front" in order to attract true 
subversives. During the Eisenhower Administration, Welch criticized 
the President to the point of calling him a dupe of the communists. 

Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. "American 
Opinion" is a brochure written by Robert vVelch. 
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Mrs. 



] 



Wolf Point - Montana. 



J. Edgar Hoover - 
Washington - D. C. 

Dear Sir: 




Please; do answer my question by return/', to me 
it is most importan t. 



What ig_the John Birch Society? address: The 
^vBookmailer - Box 101 - Murrylmj'station ' ^ ^. 

~ "" New York"! 6 - N>York - 

or^k|.m erican Opinion - 
Belmont 78 



Massachusetts - N. Y, - 
Is it a Communist Society? ****""*** 

Here they have many followers who believe in the Society - as 
for me I am not sure - So p lease answer my question 



be 

b7C 



/s/ 




'As. 



be 

blC 



O/Cr- 





fijbrt ^^j^W^ urju 

*z=^?> Tze^v XZiUst* — , 
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A. 



Mr. | 

Communications Ttepartirent 
General Board of 

Gmsiian Social Concerns of 

The Methodist Church 
The Methodist Building 
100 Maryland Avenue, Northeast 
Washington 2, D. C. 

Dear Mr. 



March 7, 1961 



be 

b7C 



received. 



Your letter dated February 28, 1961, has been 



Although I would like to be of service, the functions 
and responsibilities of the FBI as a Federal investigative agency 
do not extend to furnishing evaluations or drawing conclusions as 
to the character or integrity of any organization, publication, or 
individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope you will 
not infer in this connection either that we do or that we do not have 
data in our files relating to the subject of your inquiry. 

In view of your interest, I am enclosing material 
available for general distribution by this Bureau on the subject of 
communism. Additional copies of these reprints can be sent you 
without charge, if desired. 




Sincerely yours, 



John j£dgar Hoover 
Director 



Enclosures (6) (Listed next page) . 
NOTE: See next page 
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Enclosures (6) 

How To Beat Communism 

What You Can Do To Fight Communism 

Director's speech 10/1S/60 



3-part Series - Christianity Today 
Expose of Soviet Espionage 
Communist Target - Youth 



NOTE: Robert Welch, head of the John Birch Society, has been 
highly critical of the Eisenhower Administration in his writings, 
and all field offices have been alerted to watching the activities 
of this group since Welch at time indicated that he thought organizing 
a group having the appearance of a front organization might be 
effective in attracting true subversives. 
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iOOIAL. CONCER f%i *3 
' m o O I gasr CHURCH 



THE METHODIST BUILDING 
100 MARYLAND AVENUE. NORTHEAST 
WASHINGTON 2, D.C.- LINCOLN 6-1000 



February 28, l?6l 



Information office 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington 2$, D.C. 

Dear Sirs; 



We have been receiving numerous letters requesting information on the 
John Birch Society, Inc., which has its headquarters in Bejmont, Mass. 
Its purpose is apparently to speak out against communist influences 
in our country. 

We have contacted the society and received information from them. But 
our questioners want further information concerning the evaluation of 
this organization. We 1jK$5ught that the FBI might have information and 
evaluations on the John Birch Society. 

Can you help us on this matter. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 



bo 
b7C 



Communications Department 




J AS 





CD 



—J 



DIVISION OF TEMPERANCE AND GENERAL WELFARE 
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j - /o y foi 
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Mr 3. 
Box 



NewLigtod, Virginln 
Dear Mrs. 



bo 
b7C 



been received. 



Your letter postmarked February 28, 1961, has 



While I would like to be of assistance, the FBI, as 
strictly an investigative agency of the Federal Government, does 
not furnish evaluations or comments relative to the character or 
integrity of any organization, individual or publication. I hope 
you will not infer in tl\iz connection either that our files do or do 
not contain data regarding the subjects of your inquiry. 

m response to your question regarding the decisions 
of the Supreme Court, it is suggested that you correspond with the 
Reporter of Decisions, The Supreme Court of the United states, 
1 First Street, Northeast, Washington 25, D. C. In view of your 
interest, I am enclosing some material regarding the general 
subject of communism which you may wish to read. 



MAILL J D m 

7 -1961 

CQMM-FBl 



f I 



Sincerely yours, 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



Enclosures (6) 



0 



Tolson _ 
Parsons . 
Mohr 



Belmont _ 
Callahan . 

Conrad 

DeLoach _ 
Evans 



What You Can Do To Fight; Communism 
3-60 LEB Introduction & 17th National Convention 
One Nation 1 s Response to Communism f ^ 

Expose of Soviet Espionage J** 



Malone . 
Rosen — 
Tavel _ 
Trotter , 



Communist Target- -Youth 
vineries from "Christianity Today M 



W.C. Sullivan 
Tele. Room 
Ingram 
Gandy 



MA! 



ML -ROOM 



4 



TELETYPE UNIT LZ3 



(See NOTE next page) 



# 



Mrs. 



be 

b7C 



3-7-61 



NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. Spelling 
of last name verified in phone directory. 

The Bureau has not investigated the John Birch Society; 
however, we are watching its activities to see if it may become 
infiltrated. Its founder, Robert Welch, has been most critical of 
the Eisenhower administrations in his writings. 



* 
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Mrs. 

BoxPT 

Newington, Virginia 

Feb. 24, 1961 
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J. Edgar Hoover 

Sir: I would like some help in a problem about which I, as 
an American citizen, am greatly confused and worried^^My 
neighbor is a member and staunch follower of the JohnT3irch 
I firmly believe the Society 1 s premise &SSX 



Society 

Communism is a serious threat and would like to join a group dedi- 
cated to fighting communism at every angle-however I can not 
help but doubt a group which condemns & criticizes every leader & 
institution of our American Government. I believe that underming 
the American people 1 s faith in their government is aiding & abetting 
the Communist cause. My neighbor assures me that only by 
fighting (through letters etc) these elements which the John Birch 
Society declares (with what appears to be documented proof) to 
be subversive can we drive Communists from our Government. 



Their current project is to impeach Chief Justice 
Earl Warren. They believe there is sufficient evidence to prove 
that the Warren Court has decided in favor of the communist 
conspiracy at every opportunity. I have read their literature on 
this matter. Where can I obtain a more complete record of 
Supreme Court decisions? 



Can you help me with any information concerning 
the ideals, plans & good faith of the John Birch Society and its 
founder Robert Welch? 



/ 



,1 



g£ ThaDk y ° U 

/s/ Mrs. 
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-«-, J., 



^ r~ — tmmm ^ — 



So MAR 8 1961 



iky 



be 

b7C 



X., MjL ^ j Lf . fcL a 



all ii.tct:-.-t7^: 4. 



\ ^? . 

Ltd*™ UiMH ujid c^.y j * 

'W^ ^ out • ^ , L ^' A 
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Sirs. 



3 



Stur£.?cn Bay, .Visconsin 




bo 
b7C 



Jear ?- T rs. 



&rch 0, 1S01 



Your letter of February 25, 1961, has been 
received, and the interest which prompted yon to write is 
appreciated. 



Although I would like to be of service, th3 FBI 
is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope that 
you will not infer in this connection either that we do or that 
we do not have data in our files relating to the subject of your 
inquiry. 

Enclosed is some literature dealing with the 
general subject of communism which may be of Interest. 



Tolson 

Parsons _ 

Mohr 

Belmont - 
Callahan . 

Conrad 

DeLoach . 
Evans 



Mai one 
Rosen 
Tavel , 
Trotter 

_"?.C. Sullivan 
Tele, Room - 
Ingram 



MAILED 20 

MAR 6-1861 

COMM-FB! 



Sincerely yours, 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



Enclosures (4) 

Series from Christianity TJoday, 
.Vhat You Can Do to Fight Communism 
J3ne Nation's Response to Communism 

M /#\T*t Target " Youth 

" see NOTE next page 
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Letter to Mrs. 
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b7C 



NOTE: Bufiles contain no record identifiable -with Rlrs. 
The John Birch Society is allegedly an anticommunist organization; 
however, Robert Welch, its founder, has stated that the Society 
might take on the appearance of a "front" in order to attract true 
subversives. During the Eisenhower Administration, Welch criticized 
the President to the point of calling him a dupe of the communists. 



f 

February 25, 1961 



Dear Mr. Hoover: 



Mr. Tolson— \L 
Mr. Parson&^l 
% Mr. Mohr-X-f 
Mr. Belmont- 
Mr. Callahan-i— I 

]\iy^i?6acL r ' 
M^rVEvans — 
Mr. I^alone— 
Mr. Rjsen, — 



Please advise me. I have been asked to join a 'John Birc lMr. Tavei 
Group 1 , and they claim that they are 100% against Communis] ljffr. Tr.-ti 
I'm against this too but after reading your MM- book, m^^ C * 
v Master's of Deceit/ I no longer know if a person dare get 00 
involved in any group activity* They all appear to be un- 
der suspicion. 



tter. 
SuilivW 
Tele. Room 



Mr. Ingram^- 
Miss Gand^^ 



mm 



This group says that it has been cleared by the Attorney 
General's office and also the F.B.I. . They mentioned some- 
thing about the blue book (this I didnot understand too well.'} 

f > 

Could you please tell me what the opinion of the John Birch ^To 
Group is in the eyes of the F.B.I. "~ 



/ 1 



I want to help, if there is a way to helR our CQuntry to 
fight Communism or any other force that might en- 
danger our free way of life. I just don't want to make 
a mistake. Please advise. 

Sincerely, 

bo 
b7C 



A- 



IV 




• — 6L- 



rec-71 Q>d.- J o^Hf^^f 
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C 



is 14 Lit.* i - 7^ 



March 7, 1961 



Amurilio, Texas 
Dear Mrs. 



b6 
b7C 



O sj. 



I have received your letter of February 23, 1961, 
and I appreciate your kind comments concerning the work of 
this Bureau. 



With respect to your inquiry, while I would like 
to be of assistance, the FBI i3 strictly an investigative agency 
of the Federal Government and does not furnish evaluations or 
comments concerning the character or integrity of any individual, 
publication or organization. 

In view of your interest with regard to the 
communist menace, I am enclosing several items on communism 
which are available for general distribution by the FBI and which 
may be of interest to you. 



Tolson 

Parsons 

Mohr 

Selmont ~_ 
Callahan _ 
Conrad — 
DeLoach _ 



Evans , 



Mai one 
Rosen . 
Tavel 



BAILED 25 

MAR 7- 1901 
COM&1.FB1 



Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 



t 




Enclosures (4) 

One Nation's Response to Communism || 
What You Can Do To Fight Communism \J 
17Jh National Convention CPUSA & March, 1960, LEB Introduction 
Communist Target— Youth 



Trotter ' ; f. -i {\ "\Qfi\ "\ 

W.C.Sullivan — fJ.'-.H ». »*~' 



NOTE: Bufiles contain no record concerning the correspondent. 



Tele. Room . 
Ingram . 
Gandy _ 
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NOTE continued on next page. . 
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Mrs* 



NOTE: (continued) 



The John Birch Society is allegedly an anticommunist organization; 
however, Robert Welch, its founder, has stated that the Society 
might take on the appearance of a "front" in order to attract true 
subversives* During the Eisenhower Administration, Welch criticized 
the President to the point of calling him a dupe of the communists* 
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Amarillo, Tex. 
Feb. 23, 1961 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover - 
Dear sir - 

Reccmtly my husband and I joined an organization known as the 
Joh^ir ch Society._We personally feel this group is anti- 
"Cbmmunist as they say they are. However, there are those 
of opposite feeling. Would it be presumptious to ask for your 
opinion as to the merit of the society? 

May I say also a very firm and heartfelt 
"thank you M for the very fine work carried out by your organization - 
May God bless you and help you in this work. 

Sincerely, 



be 

b7C 



Mrs. 




3^ 





1 



b7C 



t 








b7C 



Tolscn . 

Parsons . 

Mohr 

3elmcnt . . 
Callahan 



Conrad — 
DeLoach- 
Evans 



Ma I one _ 
Rosen — 
Tavel _ 
Trotter „ 



March 3, 1961 




'.I.C. Sulhvan 

Tele. Rcojj f ^ 

andy — ^J5 t y- 



bo 
b7C 

San Antonio, Texas 

Bear Mrs. Harper: 

I have received your letter of February 22 
and in response to your request I am enclosing a copy 
of my report, "Communist Target— Youth, " together with 
other material regarding the general subject of communism 
which you may find of value. Th ere is no charge. 

The film, "Operation Abolition," is sponsored 
and distributed by the House Committee on Un-American 
"Activities and the FBI had no connection with its preparation. 
•As a matter of policy, I cannot, therefore, make any 
recommendation concerning it. 



• o 



CO 



- Ul 



Regarding your other Inquiry, the FBI is an j-h ^ 
investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as such, y ==■ 
does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the \ 22 

character of any organization, publication or Individual. I 
regret that I am unable to help you and hope you will not Infer 
in this connection either that we do or that we do not have data 
In our files relating to the organization you mentioned. 



Sincerely yours, 



/ ' 



Enclosures (5) 
(LISTED ON NEXT PAGE) 
/ (SEE NOTE NEXT PAGE) 
' AFHrdmk (3) 
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Enclosures (5) 

What You Can Do To Fight Communism 
Series from "Christianity Today" 
Communism: The Bitter Enemy of Religion 
Communist Target — Youth 
Expose of Soviet Espionage 



NOTE: Bufil es contain no record identifiable with Mrs. 



The John Birch Society is allegedly an anticommunist 
organization; however, Robert Welch, its founder, has stated that the 
Society might take on the appearance of a ,T front tT in order to attract 
true subversives. During the Eisenhower Administration, Welch 
criticized the President to the point of calling him a dupe of the 
communists. 




" 00-6 

i f ^ 

OFFICE OF DIRECTOR 
y FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

Feb. 22 - 
Dear Mr. Hoover, Ol*\jJ 

Please send me any information Mr# Mal 
you might have on communism in the *°* el 
churches , and on The San Francisco 1/ Mr [ Tro tt^r 
Student Riots of May.l96Q . I will remitMr. 
the cost of printing, postage, etc. 



. Mr. Callahan 
\f Mr. Conrad _ 

Evans 

one— 
Rosen 



7^ 



Many thanks. 

Sincerely. 
Mrs.r 



be 

b7C 




Mr. Ingram— 
Miss Holmes- 
Miss Gandy — 



*** 

P S. Can you also give me any recent information on 
the agitators* at the U. of Texas - are they still planning 
a repeat of The San Francisco Riots for next fall - if so 
iWhat can our young group do to prevent it. We had 
thought of working with the Austin Freedom group, / 
showing the film, fT Operation Abolition" to the student J 
body & then going to our respective sororities with our 

I documentations to wai& them of the planned riot next 
fall. I T d like your views on this and any suggestions as 
to how we should go about it. 
o 

Also - what is your opinion on the John Birch 
Sociejaff Do you feel it is a good way for us tcrTteiytft 
combating communism? j 



/ 



Many thanks for your time and information! 



7 7 



edm - 1 copy ^ (jP X ~~ /O c A/o / ' 
/ , y W ; " 

\J Hh\A V "» MAR 8 1961 
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Mrs. 



SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 






/*JLC ^ — 





/ _ . 7 
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March 7, 1161 



Tolson — 
Parsons . 



Mohr 

Belmont - 
Callahan . 

Conrad 

DeLoach . 
Evans 



Malone _ 
Rosen _ 
Tavel — 
Trotter . 



i 



W.C. Sullivan^. 



Tele. Room ^-3. 

Ingram 'V- 

Gandy 



J 4 - 



Mr J 

J ost Office Box|_ 



I 



Shrevcport 82, Louisiana 



bb 
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Dear Mr. 



I do appreciate the expressions of confidence 
in the activities of the FBI in your letter of February 27. 
You can be sure my associates and I will continue to devote 
all our energies to maintaining the standards of performance 
in this Bureau on which the American people depend. 

I am enclosing some material on the general 
subject of communism which you may find of value. 



.32 



MAILED 25. 
COMM-F?! 



Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 



/ 



-a 



J 



be 

b7C 



Enclosures (4) 

What You Can Do To Fight Communism 
Red Goals and Christian Ideals 
One Nation's Response to Communism 

HJxpoie of Soviet Espionage . 

NOTE: Bufiles contain no record identifiable with | 

The John Birch Society is allegedly an anticommunist organization; however, 
Robert Welch, its founder, has stated that the Society might take on the 
appearance of a "front" in order to attract true subversives. During the 
Eisenhower Administration, Welch criticized the President to the point of 
calling him a dupe of the communists. 
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POST OFFICE BOX[ 
SHREVEPORT 82, LOUISIANA 

February 27, 1961 



be 

hlC 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Director, F.B.I. 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir: 




It is my sincerest hope that history will accord you 
the very highest niche on the scale of Americanism. It must be 
rather discouraging to feel that you are carrying on the good 
fight alone. Scores of conservative thinking Americans such as 
myself are waking up to the Communist menace, and are informing 



their senators and Representatives that we expecfc positive' action^ A 



in closing the gaps created^Ln our laws that fight Communism. 
As a new member of the John Birch Society I wish to thank you 
for one of your works "Communist Target: Youth". This report 
and others like it are invaluable in concentrating our efforts 
toward fighting back, and not to slow surrender. 

In closing I will say it is my fondest dream that 
witlrin two years perhaps the shackles imposed within the last 
^nine-years will fall away. 

Yours for America, b ^ 





ftf 



6 MAR 9 iytff 




A & 



V 
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March 7, 1961 



b?c 



Corona del Mar, California 
D^ar Z.lrs. 



Your letter was received on March 1, 1961. I understand 
your deep concern over the grave threat presented by communism, and 
appreciate the interest which prompted you to write to me. 

Although I would like to be of service, the DBI is an investi- 
gative agency of the Federal Government and, as such, does not make 
evaluations or draw conclusions as to the character or integrity of any 
organization, publication or individual. I regret that I am unable to help 
you and hope that you will not infer in this connection either that we do or 
that we do not have data in our files relating to the subject of your inquiry. 

I would like to point out, however, my strong belief that full 
knowledge of the true nature of communism is vital if we are to effectively 
resist its influence. A lack of understanding is dangerous in that it is often . 
responsible for the reprehensive and indiscriminate labeling as communists - 
those who merely dissent or advocate unpopular or unorthodox views. 
Education is of strategic importance in the struggle raging between this - 
evil conspiracy and the free world. When fully cognizant of the aims and * — 
objectives oi communism, we can all share in the opportunity to combat 
this menace with the weapon it fears most— truth. 



Tolsor. _ 
Parsons . 

I,!oht 

3elsicat . 



I am enclosing material on the general subject which you may 
-^find of interest. Some of this literature contains suggestions as to methods 
^ of fighting communism. Additional copies of any of these items can be sent 
to you in reasonable quantities on request and at no cost. j 



Cccilohon . 

Conrad 

DeLoach . 



1 i * • - - - - > 



Evans . 



\ Sincerely yours, 

\ T 1 



/ 



Molcne . 



Rosen . 
Tavel _ 

W.C.-Su!I; 
Tel*. Room 
k f rgron _ 



— — r ; . - . r>r i ■ — -f 

-Enclosures^) Listed next page 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director- 



(SEE NOTE NE^f PAGE) 
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Letter to Mrs. 
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be 

b7C 



Enclosures 

One Nation's Response to Communism 
What You Can Do To Fight Communism 
17th National Convention, CP USA 
American Legion Speech 
Communist Target— Youth 
Expose of Soviet Espionage 



NOTE: No record could be located in BMiles re correspondent. 
The John Birch Society is allegedly an anticommunist organization; 
however, Robert Welch, its founder, has stated that the Society 
might take on the appearance of a "Front" in order to attract true 
subversives. During the Eisenhower Administration , Welch criticized 
the President to the point of calling him a dupe of the communists. 
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be 
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EMI; 



a del Mar, ~ Calif orh, 
ary 24, 1961 



Mr. John Edgar Hoover, Director 
United States Department of Justice 
Federal bureau of Investigation 
Washington 25, D. C. 




Dear Sir: 

I am writing this letter because of 
increasing popularity of the John^ B 
Robert Welch of Belmont, 



7 



ray growing concern ab 4,* the 
_ _ iroh Society, as directed by 
Massachusetts* inasmuch as your name 



and the Department of Justice is being tossed around (along with 
the Declaration of Independence, the Constitution, and Jesus Christ) 
in th© interests of this society, I would like to know how best to 
combat such an organization* 

I should state that of course I am against Communism, and have the 
same query as many of my, friends: "What is the best way to combat 
Communism — besides reacting authoritative books, being informed 
about local officials, school v^rsonnel, etc.?" 

It seems very clear to most of us locally in our forties and fifties 
that a society such as "John j^rjsh" has many evils, not the least 
of which is the attempt to destroy our confidence in Kennedy and 
Johnson, Nixon and Lodge alike, the advocation of impeachment of 
Chief Justice Earl Warren, the abolition of the United Nations, 
and the elimination of a democratic form of government. But the 
fact remains that this society is being contributed to and festere* 
by a large number of young married couples in their twenties — 
well-to-do, probably very sincere, and pseudo-intellectua\L. This 
is a source of great worry to those of us who recognize Robert Welch 
not as a guiding light but as possibly 1) a Communist, or 2) a Fascist, 
or 3) a possible candidate for another party, or 4) at least a 
crackpot. Viihatever he may be, he is gaining a goodly number of 
ardent supporters who are dedicated and who are pouring money into 
his till, and in return are happy to take his advice. As he says 
in his two-hour lecture film, the goal is a million people, each 
with a $1000 life membership. ' 

I feel sure that your Bureau is well aware of all this, but do- 
you have some ammunition with which the average citizen can combat 
it? It is very painful to watch, especially when the current 
violently anti-Communistic feeling is something we all earnestly 
want. To use sincere people honestly interested in fighting Communism 
for this purpose is a terrible waste. But if one offers an argument, 
one is looked upon as a^poor, 



r, misguided soul -«> or, as«a pro-Communist, 
se - so far - your word ifs greatly 



I am appealing to you because 

respected. Unfortunately, you are often quoted^only in part, and 
your warning against vigilante action is ignore**' - ( 



S incerely i 



be 

b7C 



Vital Statistics: Wife of[ 

for Pacific Fwlftphana Company - c. 
work. Mother ofl 



because^or^natur.e- fiT 



]- 1933. 




REM 



~ if t\ 'A 




Mr, l ^ 

Post Office 4Box | 
Jennings, Louisiana 



Lrarch C, 1S01 
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Dear Hr. 



Your letter of February 37, 1961, has been 
received, and the interest which prompted you to write is 

appreciated. 

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI 
is an investigative agency of the Federal Government an3, as 
such does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope that 
you will not infer in this connection either that we do or that 
v;e do not have data in our files relating to the subject of your 
inquiry. 

Enclosed is some literature dealing with the 
general subject of communism -shich may be of interest. 



Sincerely yours, . 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



Tolson 

Parsons _ 

Moht 

Belmont _ 
Callahan - 



Conrad 

DeLoach . 

Evans 

Mai one 

Rosen 

Tavel 



Trotter 

W.C. Sullivan . 

Tele. Room 

Ingram 

Gandy 



Enclosures (G) 

17th National Convention, CPUSA & 3-60 LEB Introduction 
Communist Party, USA 
One Nation's Response to Communism 
Director's Speech of 10-1 8-60 ,1 * ^ 

The Communists Are After Our Minds 

Expose of Soviet Espionage 



see NO IIS next page t 

' Jl^li' HQOM.dH ,lTEL!»TYPE UNIT CD 



RWE:lcl* (3) 



Letter to Mr. 
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NOTE: No record could be located in Bufiles identifiable with correspondent. 
The John Bi rch Societ y is allegedly an anticommunist organization; 
however, R oberrvVelch^ its founder, has stated that the Society 
might take on the appearance of a "front" in order to attract true 
subversives. During the Eisenhower Administration, Welch criticized 
the President to the point of calling him a dupe of the communists. 
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Jennings, La. 
February 27*^ * 19^1 • 



Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Department of Justice, 
V/ashington, D. C d 

Gentlemen: 

.i'ill you plcaco give no rny information that you can about 
the John Birch Society, Inc, Belmont 78, Mass? 

A Chapter has been formed here recently and I have been 
approached with an invitation to join* I understand that it is 
Anti-Communist v/hich is good, but is it recognized by your Depart 
ment as a bona fide organization? All good Americans want to stop 
Communism and I too want to do what I can, but can my small dues 
do more good in some other way that by joining this group? Your 
comments will be appreciated. Thank you. 




Very truly yours, 
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Tolscn — 
Parsons - 

Moht 

Belmont ~ 
Callahan . 

Conrad . 

DeLoach . 
Evans 



Mai one . 
Rosen _ 
Tavel _ 



Trotter 

W.C. Sullivan . 
Tele. Room — 
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March B, 1301 



?/r. 



Phoenix, ISHzcua 
Dear Mr. 



be 
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Your letter of February 28, 1961, has been received 0 - 
and I appreciate the concern which prompted you to //rite. ^ 

While I would like to be of service to you, the FBI^ri? 
an investigative agency of the Federal Government does not furnish 
evaluations or comments regarding the character or integrity of any 
individual, publication or organization. From this I hope that you 
will not infer either that we do or do not have data in our file s relating 
to the subjects of your inquiry. 

In view of your understandable concern with regard to 
the communist menace, I am enclosing several items which set forth 
my views and may be of interest to you. 

Thank you for your kind comments concerning the work 
of the FBI, and I trust that we will continue to merit your support and 
approval. 

Sincerely yours, 
Enclosures (4) U* £%w Hoover 

What You Can Do To Fight Communism One Nation' s Response to Communism 
God and Country or Communism Series from "Christianity Today" 

NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of the correspondent. The John Birch 
Society was established by Robert Welch of Boston, Massashusetts and has 
been engaged in anticommunist activities. The Bureau has conducted an 
inquiry concerning it. j 
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VARNISHES 




fUSHES 



WALLPAPER 



THE FIRST AMERICAN 
3951 MEDFORD STREET, LOS ANGELES 63, CALIF. 



PAINT MAKER 




Ifc.vOK'l ajStccu of Invest! • 



tion 



I huvc boon a.:oxi£ olio 



Dear Ilr. Hoover: 

First you aust l^iou U 
jroup of Americans you so aptly describe as "apathetic", 
I have al;:ays boon conscious there \roro co.v^nists in 
iLiorica but have ali.-ays boon indifferent to their r,cu» 
ivitics. Recently and only recently so^c frionCa of 



ANGELUS 8-2731 



Mr. Tolson. — l 
JPsx: 

M*| Callahan, 
Mr. 

M/>*Wans., 
Mr. Malcme 
Mr. Eosen^ 





Mr. Tavcl. 

Mr. Tv -t'.sr 

Mr. W-C-SulHvan 

Tele. Room 

Mr. Ingram,. 
Miss. 



;;i:o:i I 1 :: o:rlav'i:oly fond handed no so.:c literature 



: anc 
"to / 

read, it ions T> ^ho variolic article a are your oxm "Co: ^unict 
Sarrjct - Youth" and a reprint froa the FBI Lau Enforcement y 
Bulletin, liar eh, lv6u, :ritu /our attached " Analytic of tSic 
17th ITational Convention of the Coi^iunist Party, USA 11 * 

±he ■mo\;loo.5o ^arnorod i'ron these art! dec has in- 
furiated lie for beius s° indif icront to the danger and to 
the point vhcre I nust fi^ht t>do insidious disease ;:ith 
all tile abilities God has ;> vcn -* c « is clone those lines 

II soch your counsel, not as the head of the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation but as an authority on comunisn and as a 
loyal Jtieriean* 

The "various articles" other than yours, mentioned in 
paragraph one, x;cre ;.*rittcn by such iion as Dr, ifrcd Sohwars, 
Kenneth Goff , Ton Ilutton and Robert Welch, founder of the 
John Birch Society ♦ I* is about the latter I inquire • I have 
read their "Blue Booh" with vhieh you aro no doubt fa: alar « I 
vas iiiprccGCd by rirpy ;;ood points themn and confused by sm.ie 
of its* 1 philosophy. I have-not joined irill not join until 
'I can ascertain vhethcr 
cider cd 

force in t>iis area dedicated to fijhtina co;.:;unisn but if you 
believe thoy are too far to the ri;jht then I vdll appreciate ^ ^ 
your advice in chmmclin:; I3y efforts* t QJt~ T:^^ 1 /30 

In closing I want to ti^if: ;^ou for the o::ccl^/nt Jpb you 
have done and are doinc to i^aho ifcx-rica d&c'tfiSr plaKr l in xfhich 
to live ••••to tnj-o ti:o ±roa your endless tashs to aiig irox, ;y 
request* P/rl 0 " 




or not the joiur-Sirch Socict. " is con- 
:o bo uiiovorsivo. Siis soec^-s 'co oe one only conosxve 




J- Phoenix, 
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UNITED STATES CMERNMENT 

Memorandum 



to DIRECTOR, FBI (-6£Hte443r)~ (REG) date: 3/7/61 

SAC, SEATTLE (100-24754) 
© 

subject: ROBERT A. WELCH, JR. 

INFORMATION CONCERNING 
(INTERNAL SECURITY); 

0 

THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 




For the Bureau's information, this is to advise 
that a chapter of The John Birch Society has been formed 
at Chel an . wash i not. nr > - The Seattle Office was so advised 
by Mrs . | j Mans On. Washington » who was seeking 

infOrjnaiipn regarding the character of the organization. 
Mrs . | [ of course, was informed of the confidential 
nature of our files. 

©- Bureau (REG) 
1 - Seattle 

CHD/jpv 
(3) 
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March e, 1CG1 



rose 'Printing Company 
1 f fi Fourth a venue. North 
Nashville, lennessee 
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Dear ?"r. 



Your letter was received on £Iareh 3, l§C»t, and 
the interest -which prompted you to write is appreciated. 

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI 
is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
Character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope that 
you will not infer in this connection either that we do or that 
we do not have data in our files relating to the subject of your 
inquiry. 

Enclosed is some literature dealing with the/ 
general subject of communism which may be of interest^ 



Sincerely yours, 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



Tolson 

Parsons _ 

Mohr 

Belmont _ 
Callahan . 

Conrad 

DeLoach- 



Evans . 



Mai one . 
Rosen _ 
Tavel _ 



Trotter 

W.C. Sullivan 
Tele. Room _ 

Ingram 

Gandy 



Enclosures (6) . x 

17th National Convention, CPUSA & 3-60 kSB Introduction 
Communist Party, USA 

One Nation 1 s Response to Communism * 
Director' s Speech of 10- 1 8-CO / 
The Communists Are After Our Minds / ( . 

Expose of Soviet Espionage 



5 OMAR 15 t98l 



see NOTE next page 
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NOTE: Bufiles contain no record identifiable with correspondent. 
The John Birch Society is allegedly an anticommunist organization; 
however, Robert Welch, its founder, has stated that the Society 
might take on the appearance of a * 7 front r? in order to attract true 
subversives. During the Eisenhower Administration, *Velch criticized 
the ^resident to the point of calling him a dupe of the communists. 
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Mr. Tolson_^g. 
Hr. Parsoif 
Mr. Mohr 




IB 2 -IBB FOURTH AVE. N. 




Mr. Belmont^ 
Mr. Callahan 
Mr. Qpnrad 
Mr. 

Mr. '.Evans 
Mr. Malone- 
Mr. Rosen — 

Mr. Tavel 

Mr. Trotter- 




Mr. W.C.Sullivan 

Tele. Boom 

Mr. Ingram 

Miss Gandy_ 



Mr, John Edgar Hoover, Director 
Department of Justice Bldg. 
9th & Pennsylvania Avenues 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

I am a member of the JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY, Belmont 78, 



Massachusetts, and would like to have your comments on this 
particular organization. 

Our local group is very interested in whatever in- 
formation you might give this request because of our high 
esteem for you and the office you hold. 

Thanking you for any information you may give us 
in advance on the above, we remain 

fours si ne er e ly , 

bo 
b7C 



JLA:jr 
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March 9, 1961 



V- iehita, Kansas 
Dear Mrs. 



be 

b7C 



Your letter of February 28, 1961, has been received, 
and the interest which prompted you to write is appreciated. 

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI is an 
investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as such, does 
not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the character or 
integrity of any organization, publication or individual. I regret ttot 
I am unable to help you and hope that you will not infer in this connec- 
tion either that we do or that we do not have data in our files relating 
to the subjects of your inquiry. 

v T /e do not have any literature available for distribution 
pertaining to the organizations you mentioned, nor do we maintain a list 
of material which we have available for distribution to the public. Data 
which we do disseminate to citizens is available without charge. 

Enclosed is literature dealing with the general subject 
of communism, some of which contains suggestions as to what we 
Americans can do. 



Enclosures (6) 

NOTE and Enclosures next page 



Sincerely yours, 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



></'' ' 
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V 



RWE:mca 
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Mrs. 



Enclosures (6) 

What You Can Do To Fight Communism 

17th National Convention, CPUSA & 3-60 LEB Intro. 

One Nation's Response To Communism 

Director's speech of 10-18-60 

Expose of Soviet Espionage 

Communist Target— Youth 

NOTE: No record could be located in Bufiles identifiable with 
correspondent. For a number of years allegations have been 
made by a number of people including some clergymen to the 
effect that the National Council of Churches of Christ has been 
infiltrated by communists. Although we have never conducted 
an investigation of the NCCC, as such, we have kept abreast of 
the efforts of the Communist Party, (CP), USA, to infiltrate 
this organization through our over-all investigation of the CP, 
USA, and communist efforts to infiltrate mass-type organizations. 
It does not appear from the information we have developed that 
the CP, USA, is dictating the policies of the NCCC today. 

The John Birch Society is allegedly an anticommunist 
organization; however, Robert Welch, its founder, has stated that 
the Society might take on the appearance of a "front" in order to 
attract true subversives. During the Eisenhower Administration 
Welch criticized the president to the point of calling him a dupe of 
the communists. 
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Cbmpton, California 
March 2, 1961 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 
XL S. Department of Justice 
1340 W. 6th Street 
Los Angeles, California 

Gentlemen: 



r 
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My wife and I recently! 



a local chapter of the JOmTB IRCH^SOCIETY 



whose headquarters are in Belmont, Massachusetts. 

There has been some controversy in the newspapers, 
radio and television concerning this organization, and it has 
been labeled by some as subversive. 

While we do not find any subversive activities within 
the organization, before becoming further involved in the 
work, we would like a letter from you advising whether or 
not this organisation is objectional or listed in your files as 
subversive. 



Mrs. I I and I want to be on record with your 

agencv that we are very anxious to do our part to expose and 
stop /communist menance, but at the same time expect your 
agency to advise us against the wrong group with which to 
associate ourselves. 



May we hear from you? 



be 

b7C 



Very truly yours, 



V 



CC to Washington, D. C. Headquarters i a , ef- tj£ 

• ffic-ea u 



of 



TRUE COPY 



28th February 
Wichita, Kansas 



Dear Mr. Hoover: 



I just finished reading your book "Masters of Deceit" 
and several of your articles - I am now a very concerned American - 

First: Would you please send me allfceepamphlets 
etc that you - the FBI issues on communism? 

Second: Would you please send me a list of all priced 
literature you have available on the same? 

Third: I would like to know your stand - the FBI's on 
the John Birch Society - (I am not a member) 

Fourth: I am a Methodist. What is the truth about all 
I hear about us (& the Episcopolians) ? Being so infiltrated etc? Also 
the truth about the Council of Churches who are being so blackened? 

Fifth: What is this group- Atheist they call themselves- 
that read. Ayn Rands beliefs? Is this a Communistic group? I know 
they say not but their basic belief is the same as Communists. Do 
you have any literature on this? 

Finally Mr. Hoover - as a wife and a mother I have 
but one concern in my heart the future of my children - of all children 

I know I can trust & believe any information you write 
or recommend - 

Please answer my letter quickly - 

Sincerely 

■ Mrs. I 



\%t'' Wichita, Kansas 



be 

b7C 
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I.rs. 



j d </'■/?/■ 



Prgadoaa, ZJalitornia 




Dear Mrs. 



Your letter postmarked February 27, 10G1, has 
b*3ii received, ani the interest which prompted you to -write i 
appreciated. 



Although X <sould like to bo of service, ttu FBI * 
Is ?n investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope that 
you -will not infer in this connection either that we do or that 
we do not have data in our files relating to the subject of your 
inquiry. 

Enclosed is some literature dealing with the 
general subject of communism which may be of interest. 

Sincerely yours, 



\ 



Tolsoa 

Parsons _ 

Mohr 

3 e incut _ 
Callahan . 

Conrad 

DeLoach. 
Evans 



Malcne - 
Rosen _ 
Tavel — 
Trotter _ 



W.C. Sullivan 
Tele. 
Ingram 
Gandy 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 

Enclosures (6) 

17th National Convention, CPUSA & 3-GO LEB Introduction 
Communist Party, r U8£ , \ i \ - ' 

One Nation's Response* to Communism 
Director's Speech of 10-18-60 

The Communists Are After Cur Minds 
Expose of Soviet Espionage 



see NpjE next page 
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Letter to Mrs. 



NOTE: Bufiles contain no record identifiable with correspondent. 
The John Birch Society is allegedly an anticommunist organization; 
however, Robert Welch, its founder, has stated that the Society 
might take on the appearance of a fl front M in order to attract true 
subversives. During the Eisenhower A dministration, Welch criticized 
the President to tho point of calling him a dupe of the communists. 
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Pasadena, Calif. 

Sir, 

I have the opportunity to join the "John Birch" <^ 
jtociety. This seems to be an organization that is really doing 
something about Communism locally where people like me can 
help too. 

There is so much controversy on the John Birch 
Society lately in my town, I wonder if you could tell me if this 
organization is lawful & proper and clear with your office? 

Thank you, 
/a/ Mrs. 



he 
hie 
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PLAIN TEXT 




SANTA BARBARA, CALIFORNIA 



3-7-61 



URGENT - COLLECT 



be 
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RECEIVED YOUR WIRE MARCH SEX, NefBTEEW-SHHEf ONE. FBI AS 
INVESTIGATIVE AGENCY OF 1 FEDERAL GOVERNMENT DOES NOT FURNISH 
EVALUATIONS OR COMMENTS CONCERNING ACTIVITIES AND 
PURPOSES OF ANY INDIVIDUAL, PUBLICATION OR ORGANIZATION. 
REGRET UNABLE TO BE OF SERVICE TO-¥€K?AND HOPE YOU WELL NOT 

INFER EITHER TBWW WE DO OR DO NOT HAVE DATA BTOUR FILES 

of? 

RELATING TO INDIVIDUAL Mm ORGANIZATION, AB0II^WiHG&4£OU 



INQUtREDT" 



JOHN EDGAR HOOVER, DIRECTOR 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



rcOERAL 8UREAU OF MVfSTIBftTltfR 
U. S. DEPARTMENT 0F JUSTICE 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 



',7f 



7. J96t 



3 (5 



Tolsoa 

Parsons _ 

Mohr 

Belmont _ 
Callahan . 

Conrad 

DeLoach . 
Evans 



JWG f B:dkp 

=1 NOTE: Bufiles contain ncf fe^ with 
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Malone _ 
Rosen _ 
Tavel _ 
Trotter . 



The John Birch Society is allegedly an anticommanist organization; however, 
Robert Welch^ its founder, has stated that the Society might take on the 
appearance of a "front" in order to attract true subversives. During the 
Eisenhower Administration, Welch criticized the President to the point of 
calling hiV^i^u^'e of the communists. 



W.C. Sullivan . 
Tele. Room — 

Ingram 

Gandy 
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(FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 

MAR 7 1961 

S/.t 

WESTERN UNION 

W BIA034 XV NCC COLLECT 

WUX BI WASHINGTON DC 7 715 PME 

be 
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| SANTA BARBARA CALIFORNIA 

RECEIVED YOUR WIRE MARCH SIX, FBI AS INVESTIGATIVE AGENCY FEDERAL 
GOVERNMENT DOES NOT FURNISH EVALUATIONS OR COMMENTS CONCERNING 
ACTIVITIES AND PURPOSE OF ANY INDIVIDUAL, PUBLICATION OR 
ORGANIZATION. REGRET UNABLE TO BE OF SERVICE AND HOPE YOU WILL NOT 
INFER EITHER WE DO OR DO NOT HAVE DATA OUR FILES RELATING TO 
INDIVIDUAL OR ORGANIZATION. 

JOHN EDGAR HOOVER, DIRECTOR 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION. 



• <■ r t " * 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

* COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 

m lf 1961 
WESTERN UNION 



BIA00J/1255A EST MAR 6 61 SAOOl 
VOJfoOS 0 BEA143 NL PD TDBE SANTA BARBARA CALIF 5 
EDGAR HOOVER, DKR FBI 
WASHDC 




Mr. Kos?n 

Mr. Tavel 

'Jjr'. T 1U 

Mr. WXY3ullivan 
Tele. Room 



Mr. Ingram— 
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THE SANTA BARBARA JOHN BIRCH SOCJJEJY INDICATES YOU ARE FAMS&IAf 

-r** - Li -" 1 — " ■ " r, " r *^—f - 



AC 



3S» 



WITH AND APPROVE THETlTIVITIES -AND PURPOSES OF ROBERT WELCH^- w » 
AND HIS ORGANIZATION IMPERATIVE YOU STATE YOUR POSITION PLEASE ' _ 

be 7\ 

NEWS PRESS RESPECTFULLY 



REPL|( folLECTj yRE COPY OF THIS WIRE GIVEN T^SANTA BARBARA 



I, 



1 



•\ V' '» 

.> I \ -2 ■ » « 
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J SANTA BARBARA CALIF. 

yl 5 MAR 10 1961 
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1 UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 



TO 




subject: 



DIRECTOR, FBI date: 3/7/61 

SAC, CHARLOTTE (100-9458) 
IP 

JOffif BIRCH SOCIETY 

INFORMATION CONCERNING - INTERNAL SECURITY 



Greensboro 



On 2/21/61 , Mr.T 
>, N. C. Resident" 



Agency. 



contacted the : b6 

b7C 



Mr. 



advised that he was extremely interested 



in anti-Communist activities and that he had recently heard 
of the John Birch Society and understood that their purpose 
was to fight Communism in the U. S. However, he advised that 
prior to joining any such society he desired to ascertain if 
this organization was in any way subversive. 

He stated he had written to the headquarters of the 
John Birch Society at Belmont, Mass., and received some Y) t £. 
publications from this organization. He stated that in these*-"*"" 
publications it listed some of the cou«&Ll members, among which 
that were well known was/Mr. T. C OLEMANtfffiNBBEWS , former Direct or 
-Q£*In$.erxial M Re.venue ..Service, and ADOLBHMENJOU , ^mX^^sv/) hU 
These publications further indicated j>6 him^that this 
organization was organized at Indianapo l^Jtod^ in 1958," and 
that one Mr. ROBEROEsgELCH was &Ie~Tounder of bhis society. 



v 



J 



He stated that if he could ascertain that this 
organization was not subversive and was actually dedicated to 
fighting Communism in the United States as reflected in its 
publications he would be interested in such a society at Salem, 
Va., where he resides. be 



Mr. 



b7C 




jwas advised that the jurisdiction and 

responsibility of the FBI do not extend to furnishing evaluations 
or comments concerning the character or integrity of any 
individual, publication or organization. He was advised the FBI 
is an investigative agency of the Federal government and as such 
does not issue clearances or non-clearances. 



2/- Bureau (RM) 

1 -' Richmond (lnfo.)(RM 

1 - Charlotte (100-9458 



HCM: jnr 



(I 



&0MAR15 m 





KEi;ZIN IS I'.iCw^&.'j.iJD ^ 








Mr ) 





Male 
Born 



is described as: 



~[ Victoria, Va. 

Height "5 1 9" — — - 

Weight 145 ppwifls 
Employment « 

5 
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]steel's Service Warehouse, 



Roanoke, Va. 

Military service - U. S. Navy, claims honorable discharge 

NSN I 7 1 — — 1 

3idence -I L Salem, Va. 



Residence - 



The above is being furnished for the information of 
the Bureau and Richmond in the event that a John Birch Society- 
is organized at Salem, Virginia, and the above individual 
is a member or assists in organizing the John Birch Society 
in the city where he resides. 
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",J n £ ,• }dl\ l jV) f(- %r<* e. ran 

*'r, | 

Tin National Life and 

*ceit?ent msuraneaCowpany be 
Rational Building b7c 
Nashville 3, lennessee 



Dear ft"r. 



Your letter of IJarch J , 10G1, has been 
received, and the interest which prompted you to write is 
appreciated. 



Although I would like to be of service, the FBI 
i3 an investigative agency of the Federal Government tmi } as 
su?h, does not malse evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
e^acter or integrity o any organization, publication or 
individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope that 
you will not infer in this connection either that we do or that 
we do not have data in our files relating to the subject of your 
inquiry. 

Enclosed is some literature dealing with the 
general subject of communism which may be of interest. 



Sincerely yours, 



Tolscn 

Parsons 

Mohr 

Belmont 

Callahan 

Conrad 

DeLoach 

Evans 

Mai one 

Rosen 

Tavel 

Trotter 

W.C. Sullivan . 

Tele. Room 

Ingram 

Gandy . 
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John Edgar Hoover 
Director 

Enclosures (0) ■ 

17th National Convention, CPUSA & 3-60 LEB Introduction 
Communist Party, USA \ * 

One Nation's Response to Communism 
Director's Speech of 10-18-60 
The Communists A re After Our Minds 
Expose-of Soviet Espionage 

MAIITROOM I F TELETYPE UNITl I 



see NOTE next page 
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Letter to Mr, 
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NOTE: BufUes contain no record identifiable with correspondent. 
The John Birch Society is allegedly an anticommunist organization; 
however, Robert Welch, its founder, has stated that the Society 
might take on the appearance of a "front" in order to attract true 
subversives. During the Eisenhower Administration, Welch criticized 
the President to the point of calling him a dupe of the communists. 
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Mr# J# Edgar Hoover, Chief 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
"Washington, C # 



Dear Mr # Hoover: 

I -would annreciate it very* much if you would advise me as 
to the position of the Federal Bureau of Investigation with regard 
to The John^irch S ociety* A number of my friends belong to this 
group arid according tonry understanding of its purpose,^ it seems 
to be a worthwhile organizations however, before joining such a 
group, I would like to be certain that it is not regarded as a 
subversive organization by the Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Any information which you can furnish me as to the findings of 
your organization and your opinion regarding the value of this 
Society would be very greatly appreciated. 




Yours very truly, 



r>f'k 



bo 
b7C 
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.vest Coviiia, California 
Dear *urs. 



be 

b7C 



Your letter, with enclosure, was received on 
Iriarch 6, 1961, and your interest in writing is appreciated. 
I want to thank you for your prayers and kind comments about 
the work of this Bureau. 

I am enclosing some material about communism, 
and you will notice that several of these reprints give suggestions 
for combating this conspiracy. There is no charge for any 
literature this Bureau is privileged to distribute; therefore, the 
money you forwarded is being returned. 

While I would like to be of assistance with regard 
to the organization you mentioned, the FBI, as strictly an investi- 
gative agency of the Federal Government, does not furnish evaluations 
or comments relative to the character or integrity of any individual, 
organization or publication. I hope you will not infer in this con- 
nection either that we do or do not have data in our files regarding!" £ 
the group about which you inquired. 



1M» 



■ o 



Sincerely yours, 



1 c.'-' i 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 




Enclosures (0) 
Communist Party, USA 
-60 LEB Introduction & 17th Conv 
6se of Soviet Espionage 
nmu^t. Target — Youth 
StieJCbniriMAist Menace 
Correspondent's enclosure 



vVhat You can Do to Fight Communism 
Where do we Stand with Communism 
How to Fight Communism 



NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in 
Bufiles. 
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West Covina, California. 



February 28th 1961 



J. Edgar Hoover 
Director F.B.I* 
Washington, D. 0. 



Cl 



Dear Mr. Hoovers ) 6 ^ fJ % \Jf\d4 So<j/ST\/ 

This letter has been on my mind for many weeks 
now and today I felt I must get it off to you. 

I have no vital information to relay, no spies 
to expose, no suggestions or complaints* To 
the contrary in fact* 



I am writing to say "thank you" Mr. Hoover for 
the many, many years of dedicated, untarnished, 
vigilant service you have given to our country 
and hense to my own family. 

You are one of the few men in p ublic service that 
I can point out to my children 
and say "follow his example" 



be 

b7C 



Within the past three years I have finally awakened 
to the Communist threat facing our nation and 
Mr. Hoover I tell you unashamed I ! m afraid! and I 
am a woman 38 years of age. 

How can we fight something we cannot see nor get 
ahold of, how do we know a Communist when we see 
one when they lie to hide their true dedication? 
How do we stamp out this vicious thing that spreads 
into every activity, occupation, level of life we 
know like an unchecked cancer. 

My hours are filled to the brim with Cub Scout 
P.T.A. Little League and Church work. I send 
magazines to India to fight the Communist Prop- 
aganda, we have prepared our extra food and water 
in case of an emergency, I have a first-aid card, 
we try to live our lives as an example to our 
youngsters of their American Heritage. My husband^ 
is a veteran of WW 2. and 
with all this the fear remains. 




an Heritage. My husband. 
tha g Korea^conmot W&Wj^ /-ffiV 



I take great personal comfort in t&etfact that you*? MAR 
are still in control of the F.B.I. H/ith your finger 

on the pulse of this insiduase danger. I know thaT 

the Lord will not put more on us than we are able 
to bear. 

.0 • oX^vVV-! • " "" ' v5 
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I felt I wanted to tell you how very grateful our 
entire family is to you and I know there are millions 
more who share this feeling but have'nt the time to 
write. 

Enclosed you will find #1.00 which I hope you will 
use to send me any information or publications you 
feel might aid me in seeing this thing called 
Communism alittle more clearly. 

Before I close I would like to ask you one question. 

An organization called the John Burke 'group is 
becoming apparent in West Covina (our little city) 
dedicated to "Americanism, patriotism" etc, etc 
and sounded very good until they came out Kith the 
stateemnnt that they were against P.T.A. who they 
consider Communist inspired* 

Do you know anything about this organization 
Mr. Hoover are they what they appear to be and just 
misinformed concerning P.T.A. , or could it be that 
the P.T.A. has been infiltrated and needs to do 
alittle house cleaning also. 

The above subject is of great concern to me and I 
would greatly appreciate any information you might 
have concerning this. 

Once again may I express my sincere appreciation 
for all you have done for ALL AMERICANS in your 
position as Director of the Federal Bureau of 
Inve stigat ion . 

Many prayers have been said in this house for your 
safety, health and continued .guidance from above. 



Sincerely, 



bo 
b7C 



West Covina, California. 



encl. 




March 9, 1961 



Mrs. 



Mr. T 
Mr. P.- 
Mr. TT- 
\ Sir. r 
Mr. >' 
Mr. i 



Mr. 

r.i. : 

Mr. V 

Mr. Xr: 



Lowville, New York 
Dear Mrs. 



b 6 
b7C 



Your letter of February 28, 1961, has been 
received, and your interest in writing is appreciated. 

While I would like to be of assistance to you, 
the FBI, as strictly an investigative agency of the Federal 
Government, does not furnish evaluations or comments 
concerning the character or integrity of any individual, 
organization or publication. For this reason, I cannot recom- 
mend any organizations to you, and I hope you will not infer 
either that our files do or do not contain data regarding the 
group you mentioned. 

In view of your interest, I am enclosing some 
material regarding the general subject of communism which 
you may wish to read. 



SU'LlO el/ 



Sincerely yours, 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



Enclosures (7) 

17th National Convention & Intro. 3-60 LEB 
Communist Party, USA 
Christianity Today Series 
How to Fight Communism 
/ One Nation's Response to Communism 
Expose of Soviet Espionage 

£: £ felPM n S4Si^5^ t -- Youth 

aS^hVl (SEE NOTE NE'XT PAGE) - 

Miss Gfcady SAW.jka. 

(3) > 
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3-9-61 



NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. The John Birch 
Society is allegedly an anticommunist organization. It has not been 
investigated by the Bureau, but we are watching its activities inasmuch 
as its founder, Robert Welch, indicated that it might be used to attract 
true subversives. During the Eisenhower Administration, Welch criticized 
the President to the point of calling him a dupe of the communists. 
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Lowville, N. Y. 
Feb. 28, 1961 



J. Edgar Hoover 
F. B. I. 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

I have recently become interested in what I 
believe to be an Anti- Communistic Organization. 

If it actually is what it appears to be, it would 
seem that it should be whole heartedly supported. 

However I would hate to sign an application only 
to find I had been mislead. 

Can you give me the names of any bonafide 
Anti- Communistic Organizations now in operation? 

0 At present I am especially interested in tT The 

Jokj^^ Belmont 78, Mass. I understand it is 

headed by a Mr. Welch (former owner of Welch Candy Co.) in 
or from Washington, D. C. 



Your kind attention to this matter will be appre- 



ciated. 



he 

hlC 



Yours very truly, 



/s/ (Mrs.) 
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(J,. C^y^^ 
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dUvo ^ 
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Your letter oa i Jjruary 21, ID 61, .,1th enclosure, has 
been received, and the intoi :est wMch prompted you to write is 
a^-eclated. 

^'Jthou^h I would l&e to bo oi service, the IBl art 
investigative agency oi tho i odoral Government and, as such, do^pv 
nJt make evaluations or draw conclusions at. to tho character ox " - 
integrity of any organization, publication ox- individual I ro^r etthat I 
am unabio to help you and hope that you will not infer in this conaoctlcn 
either that wo do or that #o do not have data in our i'U«s relating totho 
wubjuut ox your inquiry. 

I am unabio to offer any sustentions as to a roady 
source »vhoro you might obtain cho information you are sucking, but I 
iirmly believe chat it tho individual Mil thoroughly acquaint himself 
not only with tho true aims oi communism, but also Aith those ideals 
en v,l.ich the Lotion ,*as founded, ho will bo able to ,/iw-oly chuoso 
from -among Iho many organizations those dedicated to presorving oar 
hard-earned freedoms. 



Lnclosod is coaxc caaterial xiortainin^ to the general 
subject .oi co^ioiunism which may be oi interest to you. 




3? 



Sincerely yours, 
John Ed^ar iloovor j • 



0\ x 

V 



director 



Enclosures (6) ■' 
1 ftlfdgnapoiis - Enclosures (2) 

MAR J g J9g^ See Enclosures next page 

' MAIL ROOM □ TELETYPE UNIT □ KOfE nOXt page. 
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Enclosures (6) 

17th National Convention, CPUSA & 3-60 LEB Intro. 
One Nation's Response To Communism 
What You Can Do To Fight Communism 
Director's speech of 10-18-60 
Expose of Soviet Espionage 
Communist Target— Youth 

NOTE: No record could be located in Bufiles identifiable with 
correspondent. See airtel to SAC, Indianapolis, 3-2-61. Enclosure 
was a copy of a sheet carrying a Jack Mabley article and extracts 
from "The Blue Book" of the John Birch Society indicating the pros 
and cons of the Society. 

The John Birc fegociety is allegedly an anticommunist 
organization; however, Robe^WeTeh--'*4ts founder) has stated that the 
Society might take on the appearahce*8f a "front" in order to attract 
true subversives. During the Eisenhower Administration Welch 
criticized the president to the point of calling him a dupe of the 
communists. 




♦ 



b7C 



21 February 1961 



Granger , Indiana 



J. Edgar Hoover 
Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 



Dear Sir: 

There is currently a drive for membership to the John Birch Society i 
going on in this area. Enclosed is a copy of a paper that is being 
used to promote the society. 

II Although one of my friends has approched the local FBI office about 
I the society he has only received the answer that the FBI office is 
I not an "educational office". 

I am concerned over just what is the truth in this paper. This Jack 
Mabley has written his column is. such a way that he would not have to 
present proof of the existance of the book that he refers to. 

Could you shed any light on the subject? Perhaps you would rather have 
specific questions. 

1. Yfho is telling the truth-Jack Mabley or Robert Welch? 

2. If your office cannot assure me that the John Birch Society 
is anti-communist in nature- who can? 



101 



Sincerly yours > 



be 

b7C 




CON (S&ree : Chicago Daily Hem > 
i--/. Unitary 1961) , - ;V- 



, 7 .'- ; :$he irohp BirbltSobieiy)/^' 





% Thte purpose of fhe organjiotion Urfe light communism 
through Individual actio* and mfJu^ 

are end fflpst urgent cvptfety, of ^rsov is 
ihe j trt&et jbf thV€om^unist tort$piracy. And wiuA" 
ehoulcj .bei. For both Internationally,, and within the . 
^>iVted States, the Communists are* ynvth fortH^r . ad- 
vanced and more deeply entrenched thah IV realized 
by oven moat of the serious .students of the danger «. 
among/ tta qnti : Commumst$, " ' 

ln/aummoV> gentlemen, we. are toeing, r^pi^ty i^sfng/ 
^^^war.-: inu »<h^ch our freadoth, pur country, and our 
Ve^ existence are at sfake* And while we don't **&m 
to know wsf are losing this war; you con be sOre'the' 
CommunUtis do. There is {ust one ffcing - ody one 
fri|tig 1ri ihef whole world tyfii diffKe^Winusiio^* rW 
bday. i it Js that, despite therr tfw.endo^ fftHuence 

• jft ovr government and 'ojwr "aH ofour means of mass .', 

* comnnmi tation, the .American people will wake up too' 
Copn^to what has really, beep happen inland what U 
now happening^ right unaec their very nose$. - ,\.\' 




Birch Society 




This pctopus 1# b so large that its tentacles now reach 
into aJI of the legislative halls, all>f the union later t 
meetings^ a njafoitrty of ; the religious gatrterings, and* 
rnoj&t of th© echpols of the V&oie world^ Jr hps a . 
ja^nfrcil nor^uG system whfco caA;todWifs tentacles O 
in the tiabjir unions of Bolivia, in the jarm^s, go* £7' 
operative^ of ^shat^Vv^> the $auritf$ee, of rfftt 
Si^ciai Democrats of ,WWt 6ermany # cnrf;jn the class f: : 
lUurnVof the Yale, Law School t all ritracf or rooch c^T-: 
forward, simultaneously. It can make al| % o f .these 
crne^fg tentaefies turn, either right brjaf^ or a- given 
percertttge fom rliphf while the o&er s turn feft, at the. £ ; 
^fame time; hi a^rdanc© with &e in^tfons of o\A'^> ( 
" central brain In ■ Mo sco w or Ust'-^^i^rtai^t^kii. IfW 
human Voce has -riovgr before . jh&ed any ei«& nuxnstet j&J *7*J 
of power *hichrWos determbiea* to enslave tits There 
l$ : eeffoinJy no reason for Underrating fts dze, rtc . r, 
eJftciencyj ^aeto^ It^pow^; or 1« wnace, S^ ^l^; 

Iftie i^rbote essence of the Socle VV|W^ 6 ^i 
gUidfrlg principle for' action, covering not ^nry 1 tho 
figjtt ^ Ggaihct e©Hectivism but the fi^it ipr eaft$ttfu<;4 
tiye fepiacemertt^ may to sommoriz^djn tna-oii} w^ve 
exposed by just five wordsl Labs ' Government and 



^Come v join is fo the fight 
against* Commiiitists, 4 ' members 
pload. 
laasmucK as 



i>9^999^ per 
ceot of us are 
and. - % Co0imu- 
nlit; t^hey 
obviously have 
.spmethtQg' to 
8u{ the <f6nsciefitUms 
.y«2ejj$ aais, *Js this the best 

is tte : Jolm Birch 3n6ptyr 

' r Sirice I am asked, this often, 
.'because 1 wrote f wo ! column* 
V about 4t jast 3uly,-T wU! tell' 
wbai I J^oy^-ajboui tH& society. 

•'it' was foftoded ia Indian- 
apolis in 1$58 by /a jgroup of 
businessmen led - . by Robert 
'^elch, a fonner candy xnan*- 
f acturcr oF Bo&to^; 

■ i Welch, W life **** 
' v?or<ls, the absbtate &o*9 
of .<hc sof(ety f which was 
named *Jter ^a%8* Army 
, jC»ptain ihurdcrrect by Cfei* 



" 'WE^CH H^S bitten a 
privately bimtod book cajled 
^Tbe 'Folmcian/V It -was cir : 
cqlated ottiy. ;among tbe top, 
r truste4 .feeders 1 ih«" Johtt 
TCrch Society, i.'.' 

is '■• impossiltfe • ior an 
oriitoary -member; to see a. copy 
o( the bo4fc» or even get afr. 
■KoowJodgmeot tba> exists, 
1 fewe-.read it, and wUi youch 
that *f e?usts. . v . *• 
*>. rfe? po&k t Welch citls 

traitor &nd a Comtrmuft* 



He says that John Foster 
Dulles and his brother, a^d 
C^ief Justice Warren and Neil 
MoElroy and most of .die 
leaders x of . thfe Eisenhower ad- 
ministration, are or were pajrt 
of a Communist conspiracy to 
take over this nation. )■' 



Some $%c$rpt9 

From the Bapoh 
!jhis is froSm' Wefch's book: 
"While i fob think that ME-' 
ton Eisenhower Is a Communist, 
and has been for 30 yea^-ti£s 
opinion is based largely tin 
general circumstances o& 
conduct. . * I ■" v 
tf Bue my fins belfief thftft.; 
Dwlgbt Eisenhower is t4 
dedicated, conscious agent; 
'■■ of the Communist cota-* . 
spirocy.is based on fen ao\ 
ciimulaijon of deteile^l 
' evidence so extensive and; 
so palpfibSe that it seems ; 
to be to^pwt this comic* j 
' tfion beyond any reasonable^ 
floutri. - 
He^ says of Mr. Eisetihoweir: 
**. . . tbexe is only one possible 
word to describe his purpose 
and actions* That word is 
treason/ 1 . " , ; 

yr& 'm&mm these wor«s [ 

ottij because they ore tptally 
idiotic and because people who 
are asked to follow WeJch ajre 
not aware of what really Is in 
in' hh mind. 

The Communist threat 1 
A ik this country , ti /wrf{ 
enough. The country needs* 
the energy and interest of <,' 
every citizen who will work 
to' counteract the Com* ,\ 
munlst eivU.' * 

. But the unbelievable fcr^j 
sponsibfllty ©abused secretly by | 
fWelch can -bring only scoftij 
'and barm to real anti-Com- 
munist work- 
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Miss 




jJetxoit 5, Michigan 
Dear Miss 



March 9, 1961 



_ _ » . w' i. . 



Youa* letter of March 3, 1961, has been received/ 
and I am pleased that you found my bobs, "Masters of Deceit, 11 
useful in your study of communism. 

In regard to your inquiry, the.FBI as an invests 
gative agency of the Federal Government does not furnish eval- 
uations or comments regarding the character or integrity of any 
individual, publication or organization. I hope you will not infer * 
from this that either we do or do not have data in £>ur files relating 
to the subject of your inquiry. 



ToTSon ", 
Parsons _ 

Mohr — 

Belmont _ 

: Callahan -. 

Conrad 

DeLoacli _; 

■ EYaris._ 

. .Malone _1 
Rosen 

,tavej ; 

' Trotter ' 



In view of your understandable concern with regard 
to the communist menace, I am enclosing several items which 
explain my views on this matter which may be of interest to " wiir-' o 



Ingram 
Gandy 



..MAIkEQ 25,: 



Sincerely yours; 

J- £dgar Hoover ; 



Enclosures (5) 
What You Can do to fight Communism 
God and Country or Cbmmunisiri? 
One Nation's Response to Communism 
Communist Party, USA 
Series from V T Christianity Today" 



NOTE; Bufiles contain no record of the correspondent 
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March 3^1 961 



J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of 
Washington, D* C* 



Investigation 



Dear sir, 



Being a member of the^ i^rdinal^C^ aszenty Study 
Qlub,^ I am very interested in the caeoSxSg^oT^^ — — ■ 
communism* I have read your book Masters of Deceit 
and have found it useful in my study* 

Q 

The following is an excerpt from ^American 
Opinion " July - September, 1960, Vol, III No* 7, 
Robert We Icq. The report is fantastic* I would 
greatly appreciate your opinion on the matter • 

"Never before has treason been so brazen and so 
audacious* Our State Department, which created Soviet 
Cuba, is now using the power of the United States to 
make another Cuba of the Dominican Republic. We have 
suspended testing of nuclear weapons for only one 
conceivable purpose — to give the Soviets time to attain, 
or at least claim, superiority in weapons of which 
propaganda has engendered in us an hysterical fear. 
No one dares to say that all available evidence indi- 
cates that the pilot of our famous U-2 must havg pur- 
posely landed his plane in Russia; and that objectives 
of those Ttfho planned the incident musHi have been: (1 ) 
to give the Soviet a model to duplicate;' (2) to pro- 
vide the American Communists with an excuse for getting 
reconnaissance over Russia suspended; and (3) to post- 



pone the "Summit Conference" with a maximum of public 
disgrace to the United States." 

I would also appreciate any material you c^n 
send about communism. 



b6 
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IJareh 10, 



:^rs. 



Victor!?, isms 



bo 
b7C 



Your letter of I*!arch 3, 1001, has been 
receives, and the interest which prompted you to -write is 
appreciated. 

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI 
is an investigative agency of the C e jteral Government and, as 
such, does not ma!:e evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
individual. I regret that I an? unable to be)p you ana hope that 
you will not infer in this connection either that we do or that 
we do not have data in our files relating to the subject ot your 
inquiry. 

Enclosed is some literature dealing with tho 
general subject of communism which may be of interest. 



Mr. TMson 

Ms. Parsons - 

Mr. Mi*» 

Belmont . 

C'orrad 
Mr. IW.«-:wh 
Mr. Evans 
Mi'-*' • 
Rostn 
Mr. Tavel - 
Mr. Trotter 
Mr. \V.CPiiUivan 

Tele. Room. - 

Mr. I"K'rira^. 
Miss Ganifc?. Jt- 



Mr. 

Mr 
Mr. 



Mr. 
Mr. 



rnclosures (6) (Listed next page) 



see KOI 3 next 
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Sincerely yours, 



John -Ldgar Hoover 
Director^ 



/ i 



Wi? 1 7 mi 
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# • 



Letter to Mrs 



Enclosures 

17th National Convention, CPUSA & 3-60 LSB Introduction 

Communist Party, USA 

One Nation's Response to Communism 

Director's Speech of 10-18-CO 

The Communists Are After Our Minds 

Expose of Soviet Espionage 



NOTE: Bufiles contain no information identifiable with correspondent. 
The John Birch Society is allegedly an anticommunist organization; 
however, Robert Welch, its founder, has stated that the Society 
might take on the appearance of a "front" in order to attract true 
subversives. During the Eisenhower Administration, Welch criticized 
the President to the point of calling him a dupe of the communists. 
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Victoria, Texas 
March 3, 1961 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

I have been to an introductory meeting of the 
jTohnj§^ agree strongly with what their principals 

and goals seem to be — fighting communism and more conserva- 
tive government. However, before joining this group I would like 
very much your opinion on the sincerity of this organization. 



I would appreciate an answer at your earliest 



convenience. 



ft 



tfltcL 



Thank you. 



Sincerely, 



be 
hlC 




RK-60 
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March 10* 1961 




The Capital Natiooal Brtrik 
■?ost Office Box l£l 
Compton, California , 



. "bTC 



• Dear Mr. 



Your letter Of February 28, T961, has -been, 
received, and the interest which prompted you to mite is 
appreciated v -A ^ /\ :* :£V / > .' 



; the FBI 



as 



or draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope that 

we do or that 



inquiry* 



Enclosed is sojne literature dealing with the 

cc 



wans..— ~* 

oh* ■"• y 

nnrad 

toller . 
,O.SuUWan 

•jpvim — i 
?&ndy r/ 



Enclosures (6) 
(Listed next page) ' . 

see. NO^^ea^age 
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Sincerely yoars, 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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Letter to Mr, 
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Enclosures 

17th National Convention, CPUSA & 3-GO LEB Introduction 

Communist Party, USA 

One Nation's Response to Communism 

Director's Speech of 10-18-60 

The Communists Are After Our Llinds 

Expose of Soviet Espionage 

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. 
The John Birch Society is allegedly an anticommunist organization; 
however, Robert Welch, its founder, has stated that the Society 
might take on the appearance of a "front" in order to attract true 
subversives. During the Eisenhower Administration, Welch criticized 
the President to the point of catling him a dupe of the communists. 
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M|||||||I F OFCOMPTON ^ 
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400 East Compton Blvd., Compton, Calif. 



February 28, 1961 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washing ton, D. C. 

Gentlemen: 

I am interested in obtaining information in regard to the Jo to 
'Birch Society whose address is Belmont 78, MassachusettsT^ 1 ' 

They represent themselves as a group organized for the sole pur- 
pose of combating the rise of communism in the United States* 
My membership has been solicited and I consider the cause to be 
worthy; however, since it is possible for such organizations to 
be totally ineffective, and sometimes they are actually for 
communism instead of against, I would like the benefit of such 
information as you are able to give me in regard to the society. 

I have been furnished with considerable detail in regard to mem- 
bership, operations and dues* The information that I desire 
from your office is as to whether the Society is reputable and 
effective. b6 

b7C 

, lours very truly t , 
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r^archlO, 1301 
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ir. 



Glen view, Illinois 



b c 
b7C 



Dear ?,\r. 



Your letter of luarch 1, 1081, with enclosure, has 
been received. I can well appreciate the concern which prompted 
you to write and it is gratifying to know that my book, "Masters of 
Deceit, " is one of the books you have read to obtain knowledge of 
the nature of communism. 

With respect to the other sources you mention, I am 
unable to comment since the FBI as an investigative agency of the 
Federal Government does not make evaluations or draw conclusions 
as to the character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
individual. In view of your interest in this subject, I am enclosing 
several items which you may find of value. * % 

I firmly believe that it behooves every one of us to ~ 
make a concerted effort to gain a broad knowledge of the objectives 
and operations of the communist menace. A lack of understanding is 
dangerous in that it is often responsible for the reprehensive and indis- 
criminate labeling as communists those who merely dissent or advocate 
unpopular or unorthodox views. Education is of strategic importance 
in this matter, for when fully cognizant of the aims of communism, v/e * 
can all share in the opportunity to defeat it with the weapon it fears 
most— truth. 
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v. " Sincerely yours, 
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Enclosures (6) 

LEB Intro, March 1960, 17th National Convention, CP USA 

Directors Speech 10-3-60 

Director's Speech 10-18-60 

One Nation's Response to Communism 

Communist Target— Youth 

Expose of Soviet Espionage 



NOTE: Bufiles contain no correspondence with the correspondent and no 
derogatory information with respect to him. The correspondent encloses 
a copy of an article fay Jack Mabley mwhich he repEesto a letter from a 
reader who complains about the John3irch Society and accusations being 
thrown around by subversive right-wing anticommunist groups. He says 
it distresses him to see so many well-meaning people caught up on this 
wave of emotionalism which borders on hysteria. With some, anyone 
who disagrees with them is suspect as a communist. Bufiles contain no b*"i+ 4, *X 
information concerning Jack Mabley. He wrote previously in his column 
in the Chicago Daily News and was highly critical of the John Birch Society. 
This Society was organized by Robert Welch of Belmont, Massachusetts, 
in December of 1958. It is allegedly an anticommunist organization and 
Welch has been quite critical of former President Eisenhower and his 
Administration. We recently conducted an inquiry concerning this group. 
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Glenview, Illinois 
March 1, 1961 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Department of Justice 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir; 

We are residents of Glenview, Illinois, a suburb of Chicago.: 
Because of our Pastors tireless efforts to awaken us tdkthe 
dangers of Communism, we are a very wide awake town regard- 
ing Communist strategy and tactics. 

Numerous lectures by such dedicated Americans as, Father 
Becka, Walter Judd and Herbert Philbrick, a well planned 
school at Glenview Naval Air Base and the very effective 
books, MASTERS OF DECEIT, THE CONSCIENCE OF A CONSERVATIVE, 
and QUESTIONS «ND ANSWERS ON COMMUNISM, also contributed 
to our growing concern. As a result of all this effort by peop<| 
we respected and admired, many of us became actively interest^" 
ifi anti-communist societies, such as, the Cardinal Minzenty 
Groups, John Birch Society and American Security Schools # 

All of these groups have spent a great deal of time and 
effort in showing films such as, COMMUNISM ON THE MAP, 
OPERATION ABOLITION, LATVIA MY LATVIA etc. We also hold 
individual schools in our homes playing tape by R. Arens, 
Scousen, Philbrick, Dr. Benson, Dr. Schwartz, and many others.. 
All in all we have probably reached 20,000 people or more^ -J 
and to some degree have added to their knowledge of the 
Communist techniques and purposes. \ 




Ilr. Tavol, 
Mr. "Trr-'^r- 
:■!?% \Y/\Sullivan 
Tele. Room- 
Mr. Ii^rajn— 
Mi3S ^ 
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The large majority of the people engaged in this anti- 
communist activity are well educated, well meaning Christians 
and patriots ♦ They are not radidals and are interested only 
in saving our Country from its tragic apathy. However, in 
the last three months or so we have been ridiculed as alarm- 
ists, crackpots and even called Communists by a group of 
people led by one columnist of the Chicago Daily News. Who 
also happens to be a member of a One World Group in the 
Community Church of Glenview. He has written several 
derogatory columns about our efforts, the latest I have enclosed. 

You, Mr. Hoover, are the most widely respected and revered 
authority in the field of American security, you enjoy a 
reputation with all Americans that is unique in American 
history. 

I would appreciate having your opinion of this "grass-roots" 
type of anti-communist activity. Tell us if we should disband, 
or counsel 6s as to more effective methods of aiding our 
Country in Her hour of danger. 

lour reply to this rather lengthy letter will be deeply 
appreciated and anxiously awaited. 



Respectfully yours, 



b6 
b7C 



r em/mj 
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MABLEY: 



T IS a delight to know that I 
have found someone else in 
this world who reads the news- 
paper backwards! What does it mean?" 
Emilia C. Gilbert, Chicago. 

ANSWER: I don't know. I've read from the 
back to front sinee I was a Etfle ^jM 
means we like the picture page. Maybe we like 
to save the best for last. 
' i If you start worrying about these things, you 
'^an get in trouble. If you find eomfort in num- 
bers, there are a lot of us. 

* * * 

" "WHAT IS our world coming to? Do we no 
longer observe the Sabbath? Why must stores 
stay open on Sundays? 

"Whfuare these people who shop and what 
-are Seasons for shopping on Sunday? Are 



wo all eetting so mercenary we must either 
be g Sdf Sfish in allowing this to go on? 

"If we did not patronize the stores they could 
not stay open. I, for one, would like, crusade 
to stop this feverish, snowballing idea. -Mrs. 
E. Lyons, Chicago. 

COMMENT: This question is almost as 
sticks bingo. I have never known «; 
ma n who wanted to stay open on Sunday, but 
they say competition forces them to open. 
Declining to patronize stores on Sunday 
is a reasonable way to protest. I object to 
,aws requiring stores to close Sundays Th« 

is a Christian holiday and the government 
has no moral right to impose one religions 
beliefs or practices on non-Christians. 

Regardless of your or my beliefs, an increas- 
in „ number of stores are opening Sundays, and 
some say Sunday will be a fuh, normal business 



ENCLOSURE 
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Nothing Like Reading Backwards 



ay before many years have passed. 

* * * 

"WHILE READING your column Feb. 7 I 
st wondered how you think we should solve 
e problem of segregation. Do you have any 
ggestions?" Margaret Klaba, Justice. 

ANSWER: Yes. Integrate. 

* * * 

"I AM VERY concerned by the accusations 
ing thrown by suburban right-wing anti-Com- 
mist groups deprecating Ambassador Steven- 
1, Sen. Douglas, Dwight Eisenhower and 
ler government dignitaries. 
"Such accusations undermine government, as 
11 as the United States, and are causing great 
r among older citizens who are certain that 
ernment leadership is being controlled by 
\imunists — or certainly those with Com- 
>.ist leanings. 

"The John Birch Society is only one of 



the groups making irresponsible remarks. 

"Some of the so-called anti-Communist lead- 
ers have actually formed 'cell groups' which are 
busy trying -to expose suspected Communists in 
the community. In some cases, one might 
label this new occupation modern-day witch 
hunts. 

"The believers in the Robert Welch school 
need to be severely reprimanded for looking to 
men such as he for leadership when they should 
be occupying themselves with reaffirming their 
belief in the United States rather than kow- 
towing to the Communist scare — which is ex- 
actly what the Communists want." < — Jean 
Shanberg, Chicago. 

COMMENT: I agree. My thinking is in- 
fluenced by a former FBI agent who probably 
has done as much as any other layman in the 
country to jcombat American Communis^. 



He shows me how the irresponsibility of 
extremists like Welch, leader of the Birch 
Society, does great harm to responsible 
anti-Communist efforts. 
It distresses me to see so many well-meantrifr 
people caught up in this wave of emotionalism, 
which borders on hysteria. With some, anyone 
who disagrees with them is suspect as a Com- 
munist. They need, as much as anything, some 

lessons in depth on the meaning of Americanism. 
* * * 

"FOR A considerable time I greatly admired 
the straightforward manner you used in dealing 
with diversified subjects, but recently you seem 
to be straddling many issues," — Mrs. H. A. 
Cream, Chicago. 

COMMENT: Do you want blood? If this is 
straddling, what would a firm stand be? 
(Mabley is on WBBM nightly at 8.) 



A. 



^;archlC, 1901 



uonorable tv-llton *t. i-Gun^ 
United states Senate 
Washington 25, D. C. 

&y clear Senator: 




(?) I have been advised of your call to my office regarding 
the Joan £irch gocieiyr-and in response to your inquiry regarding 
this or^teatlbn, i wish to advise that I have not endorsed this group 
or its activities in any fashion whatsoever. 

^ou also made inquiry regarding a statement which has 
been erroneously attributed to me to the effect that up to eighty per cent 
of tne top officials ot the department of Health, Education and Welfare 
are communists or are under communist influence. This is, of course, 
a completely ridiculous assertion and when a report of this matter was 
brought to my attention recently it was promptly and emphatically deniect 
as a fabrication. 

Your interest in contacting me regarding this situation 
is very much appreciated, and I assure you we are always happy to be 
of any possible service or assistance. 



Tolson 

tiohr — _ 
Belmont _ 
Callahan . 
Conrad 



Rosen _ 
Tatfel _ 
Trotter . 



With test vrishes, 



■■ILL 



ll - Mr. Parsons (Sent Direct) 
-1 - Mr. Belmont (Sent Direct) 
-1 - Mr. Jones (Sent Direct) H 
3. - Mr* Morrell (Sent Direct) 



Sincerely yours, 




- / — 



7 




SEE NOTE ON NEXT PAGE — 



^.Ror!z=HPL:cbc/sak(7): : 

Ingram — , — * 

gondii J 1 / ■ ■ ■ 1 -MA(i-(JW*i 



/S- 





Hon. Milton R. Young 

NOTE: See DeLoach to Mohr memorandum dated March 9, 1961, 
regarding call from Senator Young. A newspaper in Newport Beach, 
California, on 2-23-61 carried a report to the effect that the Director 
said "the U. S. Department of Health, Education and Welfare has 80% 
of the top communists in the nation." Although this statement is somewhat 
different than the one given by Senator Young, it obviously refers to the 
same situation. By letter of March 1, 1961, the Secretary of HEW was 
advised of the fraudulent nature of this story. Files reflect cordial 
contacts with Senator Young and he has come to the defense of the Bureau 
regarding the confidential nature of our files. In 1956 charges were made 
that Senator Young "had sold out to natural gas interests, " however, 
Senate committee hearings regarding this charge were dropped because 
of lack of evidence to support the allegation. 
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1 - Mr* Simpson 



Tolson _ 
Parsons . 



Moht . 



Belmont _ 
Callahan . 

Conrad 

DeLoach - 
Evans 



Malone . 
Rosen _ 
Tavel _ 
Trotter . 



W.C. Sullivan . 

Tele. Room 

Ingram 

Gandy 



March 10, 1961 



Mrs, f 




Santa Barbara, California 



Dear Mrs. 



I have received your letter dated March 3, 
1961, with its enclosure, and your interest in writing 
to me is appreciated. 

While I would like to be of assistance to you, 
the jurisdiction and responsibilities of the FBI do not 
extend to furnishing evaluations or comments concerning 
the character or integrity of any individual, organi- 
zation or publication. X am precluded, therefore, from 
commenting on the organizations you mentioned, 

I am, however, enclosing some literature 
concerning the menace of communism available for general 
distribution by the FBI which you may like to read. 



Sincerely yours, 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



Enclosures (5) 
NOTE ON YELLOW : . 

Correspondent states jt hat in her community 
there is great confusion, all in the name of anti^ommunist 
propaganda, , and a* person does not know what to brieve. 

tfh 



NOTE ON YELLOW, CONTINUED, PAGE TWO 
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Mrs. 



be 

b7C 



NOTE O N YELLOW, CONTINUED 

£7 — 

She mentions the^John Birch Society and the Fund for the 
Republic and Ingi dtt^^ the proper 

channels of our government have definite statements of 
authenticity given to the American people?" She then 
states she would also like to know the truth about 
Moral Re- Armament and the Cinema Educational Guild. 

She enclosed a circular containing reprints 
of articles which have appeared in the "Santa Barbara 
News-Press" which were critical of the John Birch 
Society. Bufiles contain no identifiable data concerning 
the correspondent. 

The John Birch Society is allegedly an anti- 
communist group and has not been investigated by the 
Bureau. It has been extremely critical of former 
President Eisenhower alleging that he is a communist. 

The Fund for the Republic has not been investi- 
gated by the Bureau; however, numerous persons connected 
with it have in the past had questionable associations. 
It has at times been very critical of the Bureau, the 
loyalty program and internal security problems. (100-391697) 

Moral Re-Armament has been described as a 
world-wide semireligious organization, pacifist in nature, 
with idealistic objectives. There is no indication it 
is subversive. (62-43223) 

The Cinema Educational Guild, headed by Myron C. 
Fagan, is allegedly an anticommunist group which has also 
distributed anti-Semitic and anti-Negro literature. It 
has been necessary to contact Fagan on several occasions 
to request him to refrain from mentioning the FBI in any 
manner . (62-87267) 

The following items of literature were sent to 
the correspondent: 

1. "Communist Target - Youth." 

2. "How to Beat Communism." 

3. "God and Country or Communism." 

4. "One Nation 1 s Response to Communism." 

5. "What You Can do to Fight Communism and 
Preserve America." 
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SANTA BARBARA, CALIFORNIA 




J.C., ~~ 
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March 10, 1961 



3,:<iami 55, Florida 



be 

b7C 



Dear Mr. 



Your letter of March 2, 1961, has been re- 
ceived, and the interest which prompted you to write is 
appreciated. 

Although I would like to be of service, the t BI 
is an investigative agency of the federal Government and, as 
such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope that 
you will not infer in this connection either that we do or that 
we do not have data in our files relating to the subject of your 
inquiry. 

Enclosed is some literature dealing with the 
general subject of communism which may be of interest. 



^AR 1 0 1961 



Enclosures (6) 
(Listed next page) 
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Sincerely yours, 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



■/)' 
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Enclosures (6) 

What You Can Do To Fight Communism 

3-60 LEB Introduction and 17th National Convention 

One Nation' s Response To Communism 

Expose of Soviet Espionage 

Communist Target- -Youth 

Series from "Christianity Today" 



NOTE: The John Birch Society is allegedly an anticommunist 
organization; however, Robert Welch, its founder, has stated 
that the Society might take on the appearance of a "front" in 
order to attract true subversives. During the Eisenhower 
Administration, Welch criticized the President to the point of 
calling him a dupe of the communists. 
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MAR. 2/61 

DEAR SIRS, 

I am writing to request either an 
official opinion or fact, pro and con, I hope you can help 
me with this. 

As a citizen, I am greatly concerned 
over the Communist problem facing us today both on a world 
vide scale and here at home, 

I feel that I should have become aware 
of this earlier but none the less, I am aware now that we 
have a grave fight on our hands and something must be done. 

In searching for a means of fighting 
this situation I first have tried to bee one better educated 
about them. Then I looked for a group that would allow me, 
as an individual, to do something truly constructive and 
with purpose, 

Lhave come across a group that goes 
by the name, The Jj^t ^l^ ^ Tn S^iety, I"ts headquarters are 
in Belmont, Mass . and it "is" head^^By a Mr. Robt, welch, I 
have studied their handbooks and from what I read, their 
aims and methods appeal to me greatly. 

What I seek from you people is an 
opinion on this group, or Mr, Tfelch. Do you think it would 
be advisable of me to sfoin their organization? There are 
so many groups here 8b there that it is hard for the uninfor- 
med to know which is on our side, and which is not. 

Any help and advice you might give will 
be greatly appreciated* 



he r Sincerely, 

b7C 



J* y,l V MIAMI, FLA 

V.'.'f REC- 50 LjLLt&AteL-lH 
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March 13, 1961 



! Mr. Tolson 

| Mr. Parsons 

j Mr. Mohr 

j Mr. Belmont-. 
J Mr. Cnlb.han . 

Mr. Conrad . 

Mr. I> iVrvh , 

Mr. Kvaiw .» 

Mr. ::-.! - 

Mr. Rosens- 



Mr. CorwinN. Spencer 
448 Hermosa Place 
Palm Springy California 

Dear Ivirf Spencer: 



received. 



/V 



Your letter dated March 5, 1961, has been 

Although I would like to be of service, the 
FBI is an investigative agency of the f ederal Government 
and, as such, does not make evaluations or draw conclu- 
sions as to the character or integrity of any organization, 
publication or individual. I regret that I am unable to help 
you and hope tnat you will not infer in this connection either 
that we do or tnat we do not have data in our files relating to 
the subject of your inquiry. 

Enclosed is some literature dealing with the 
general subject of communism which may be of interest. To 
secure a list of the groups which have been designated by the 
Attorney General as coming within the scope of Executive Order 
10450, your request should be submitted to the Subversive Organ- 
izations Section, Internal Security Division, Department of Justice, 
Washington 25, D. C. ; 




Sincerely yours, 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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Mr. Tr*v«fl„ 

Mr. Tr.«ttor„ 

Mr. W.C.Sullivan 

Tele. lioom. 

Sir. Ingram- 

Miss Gandy 



Enclosures (7) 

What You Can Do To Fight Communism 
How To Beat Communism 
Directors Speech 10-18-60 
Press Release 12-22-60 



SEE NOTE NEXT PAGE 
DCL:mb (3) 



Series from Christianity Today 
Communist Target— Youth 
Expose of Soviet Espionage ^ * 



* * 



Letter to Mr. Corwin N. Spencer 3,-13-61 



NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles on the basis of 
information furnished. The John Birch Society is allegedly an anti- 
communist organization; however, Robert Welch, its founder, has 
stated that the Society might take on the appearance of a "front" in 
order to attract true subversives. During the EisehtQ^wer 
Administration, Welch criticized the President to the point of calling 
him a dupe of the communists. 

Correspondents enclosure isan article by Gene*Blake 
from the Los Angeles Times entitled "Th^3ohn Birch Society: What 
Are Its Purposes?" It is one of a series outlining the background and 
the anti -Eisenhower Administration views of Robert Welch. Address ©■£ 
<~*>x>vLAJp#dbweTiiied by telephone directory check. 
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Palm Springs 

Calif 
March 5-1961 



Dear Mr. Hoover, 



Enclosed is a clipping from the L. A. times of this morning and feam 
asking that you in your busy life take the time to read it and advise 
me or have someone advise me what you think of it and the statements 
made herein. 

For your info I am 66 years of age served in the U. S. N. R. F. in world 
war No 1, a 32 0 Mason, member of Christian Science Church and 
retired. 

I love my country and all it has given me and articles such as the 
enclosed worry me so and because one does not know what to believe. 

My business career was with The FirestoneTire & Rubber Co where 
I spent 36 years before retirement. You may check on my background. 

Some years ago your office sent me a booklet which contained the names .t-f 
of societies groups etc which were wondered subversive and I should like//p j 
another copy. l/f^T^" 

Sincerely yours 
/s/ Corwin N Spencer 
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siftingTS 

that Eicmnaiui ""^id neen 
traced by Israeli agents to 



T shadow over the state^ 
Israel itself. 
For Israel is a nation that mlJ 



THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 



Continued from First Pa^e 

monthly magazine, Amer- 
ican Opinion. In 1957 he 
gave up most of his other 
business responsibilities to 
devote nearly all his time 
and energy to the anti- 
Communist cause, 

Welch chose the subject 
of one nf his books as the 
name for his society be- 



cause he felt, this young 
man symbolized all that the 
society should stand for. 

John Biich was a funda- 
mentalist Baptist preacher 
from Georgia who became 
a missionary in China and 
then an intelligence officer 
with Gen. Claire Chen- 
nault's forces during World 
War IL He helped Gen. 



James Doolittle escape from 
China after the famous raid 
on Tokyo. 

But ^10 davs after V-J 
Day, Capt Birch was shot 
and killed in a Chinese vil- 
lage near Hsuchow. Five 
years later, former Sen. 
Knowland charged in a 



-.1 sl 
.1 \\\ 




Bimrose, In ihe PerHan,d Oregonian 



Still waiting for his baggage 



Senate speech that he was 
murdered in cold blood by 
Chinese Communis 

Aims at Expose 
Welch * book purports to 
hp a documentation oi tnat 
charge, as well as an expose 
of a "cover-up" by the U.S. 
government in a policy of 
''appeasement" toward Red 
China. 

"It is clear that the Com- 
munists, high and low, rec- 
ognized John Birch as 
standing for America, for 
Christianity, and as the 
very embodiment of those 
qualities and forces which 
were in their way/' Welch 
wrote. 

" . . . he was the first, 
or very nearly the first, 
casualty in American uni- 
form in a war still being 
waged . . , With his death 
and in his death the battle 
lines were drawn, in a 
struggle from which either 
Communism or Christian- 
sfrle civilization must 
emerge with one completely 
triumphant and the other 
completely destroyed." 

Monday: The Blue Book 
"bible" of the John Birch 
Society, 
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If I could second-guess 
myself on rearing my chil- 
dren, which I cannot, I'd 
do it the same way again. 
The public school systems 
and the private schools are 
complementary. Both, I 
think, are essential— and 
both are helpful to each 
other. 

The private schools, 
when they have the mon- 
ey, have the advantage of 
greater freedom that is 
inherent in any small and 
private institution, and 
they definitely do have 
the'eom pulsion upon thetn 
to equal, at the leapt, and 
to strive to surpass the 
working level of pifolic 
schools. I don t mean that 
thev always accomplish 
this. The level of achieve- 
ment, m public schools 
seta a high standard. But 
the compulsion to strive 
toward it is upon the pri- 
vate schnoK 

And a? they strive, and 
raise their standards, they 
put a similar compulsion 
upon the public schools, 
Which is what I was say- 
ing. 



wizards practTtf 
_iTghly stylized art, for 
which they are generally 
well and deservedly paid. 

But the years have tak- 
en their toll of California's 
best campaign experts, one 
way or another, so any 
day ntiw you may see in 
The Tints' HELP WANT- 
ED MALE section of the 
classified advertisements a 
small notice to this effect: 

"CAMPAIGN MANAG- 
ER NEEDED — Bright 
voung man who hasn't 
been to the political well 
too often Jo assist veteran 
office-seeket— who s afraid 
he might . * 

Reputedly, y]\on is al- 
ready on the lookout for 
fresh talent in the event 
he challenges Gov Brown, 




, Sal 

bouK3B33SBTBSE split us in- 
to segments, the urgency 
of "blanketing" metropoli- 
tan complexes like Los An- 
geles, San 'Diego and San 
Francisco — all th£se spfcil 
costly frropstopping, mo- 
torca#ng and helicopter- 
ing. ( 

Sem Tom Kuchel's al- 
ready preparing to hire a 
Station wagon in which he 
and his handsome wife will 
' stump the state "as it's 
never he^n stumper] be- 
fore/' against whomever 
the Democrats nominate 
against him, 

-Othpr lop f-amp*d£ncrs 
will doubtless do the same. 

Nixon didv in '50, with 
Chotiner at his side, , 



TODAT^ 



HISTORY 



BY BRAINERD DYER 



Speaking m the gymna- 
/ srottKfif littierl^stminSter 
A-Coliege 



J^lhg the western ? 
ytfx^to act-"t© prevent / 7 



^ _ege a* Fulton, Mo^^rto War^lH wintertime 

The two kinds off ain * s *SrttmeVime mhi- - - TT 

schools are competitive,/ < ister ; Winston Op&cYi\X f 



l^±wio "-^rr '<^7 MS LOT, U illSt.Utt ^iltti^uui, 

and their competition con- Agave currcn^'^otlie term 
stantiy raises the achieve- ^iso^urtairi ' 
menu of each. *-±r~ "Xobodv Iciiow? what 

All thb rounds perfect. / ^ 0V [ eJi ffoi^fe , , , intends 
And ,«o it will be, but only (\ n do inthf> immediate fu- 

Ion? as th^ private ^urcyOr wh*t are the lim- * 
tt-honk w *W*s to rfay in Aia/ff rfrr^ to tbej^expan-- 
tV.^ iw\ Sn tl tV:?, I Ih^iV. L(v" u nrf^-wo? *r]y\v{>b\)\ 
U thoir solid argument /^rd* and thrn /continued, 
whon they p^o around s?ck'^/^From fttMtin In ihe Bai^*' 
in? endowment Rift?, lie to /Triple in th^Vdri- 
For private giving is one atta/an iron curtefca has 
of the great public serv- d,e£crnded across thB Eu~ 
ices, ropean continent." 



of confidence in -the Unit- C-j 
ed Nations, Churchill ■ ' 
called fofcra-nrifttary alii;/ / 
ance between the United L 
Statefvand Great Britain. / 
Some critics charged / 
fliurclnlTwiTh undermin- / 
in£ the nited Xations^^-? 
just wh^rrtT" was^sirug- 



tfhil* oi;br^ p;:^>^y^& 



i 

i 



forpoipifng om $*at most 
^mtj**me)>h^i-iir?itated to 
'tfiEar— that Kussia 



.wart' actually challenging 
the peace of the world. 



B 



e John Birch Society: 





ts Purposesr 



| They were influential, 
I busy men. One came from 
*j Oregon, one from Kansas, 
I one from Missouri, two 
I from Wisconsin, one from 
| Illinois, one from Indiana, 
| one from Tennessee, one 
I from Virginia and two from 
I Massachusetts* 
| These men weren't exact- 
j ly sure why they were 
! there, except that they all 
I shared the same concern 
| over the menace of interna- 
t tional communism, its influ- 
s ence in America and the. 
\ fate of this nation, 
I ™ 

Two-Day Explanation 

\ For two full days they 
I listened to Robert Welch set 
j forth his views of the prob- 
\ lem and what he thought 
should be done about it* 
Out of that meeting of Dec. 
8 and 9, 195S, came the 
John Birch Society. ' 

Within a year there were 
working chapters in New 
Hampshire, Massachusetts, 
Connecticut, New York, Vir- 
ginia, South Carolina, Flori- 
da, Tennessee, Michigan, Il- 
linois, Wisconsin, Iowa, 
Louisiana, Texas, Califor- 
nia and Washington, There 
were also members of the 



litical standpoint In Rus- 
sia, less than 39i of the 200 
million people are Commu- 
nists and in any country 
they have taken over there 
ha\e been no more" 

Talbort sees Communist 
influences working directly 
here m front organizations, 
infiltrating political organi- 
zations and college campus- 
es. But more than that he 
sees Communist objectives 
being furthered by certain 
newspaper writers, in mo- 
tion pictures, in church pul- 
pits and in all levels of gov- 
ernment. 

Aims Are Same 
"It is sometimes nec3s- 
sary to differentiate be- 
tween Socialism and Com- 
munism, although their 
aims are the same— leading 
to the destruction of our 
constitution and private en- 
terprise," Talb-rt said. 

'There are a lot of things 
going on in city, county, 
state and federal govern- 
ment that are certainly 
driving us into the arms of 
Socialism. If we continue 
on the road to Socialism, 
it will be just an overnight 
sh^ft to Communism." 

John Birchers in South- 
ern California and through 



9 



Tim fe the first of fire artMc* reporting the back- 
ground, yvrposcs. organization ami leojhrship of the 
John Birch Society, which has set a national member- 
ship goal of 1 hvlllon o.vd cx^rc^ to hove 100,000 by 
th* end of 1961. 

BY GENE BLAKE 
On a wintry day a little over two years ago, a dozen 
men gathered in Indianapolis at the invitation of a 
retired Massachusetts candy manufacturer, Robert 
Welch. 



A REPORT 
TO THE PUBLIC 

Any national organization with a political pur- 
pose is of paramount interest to the general public. 

Any such organization, methodically yet semi- 
secretly organizing to influence public opinion, is 
the public's business. 

The John Birch Society is such an organization. 

On this page The Times publishes the first of 
five articles reporting on the founding, the pur- 
poses and the operations of the John Birch So- 
ciety. These articles quote verbatim from the writ- 
ings of Robert Welch, founder of the John Birch 
Society, including his manuscript "The Politician," 
of which photostatic copies are available although 
it was distributed confidentially to a limited num- 
ber. The articles also quote extensively from the 
society's Blue Book, currently used as the so- 
ciety's guide for action, and from leaders of the 
organization here to Los Angeles. 

At the conclusion of this series of articles The 
Times will publish its editorial opinion of the pur- 
poses and activities of the John Birch Society. We 
suggest in the meantime that each of you, as a 
free American citizen, read these articles carefully. 

NICK B. WILLIAMS 
Editor, The Times 



conspiracy included former 
Presidents Roosevelt* and 
Truman, Chief Justice 
Warren, the late Secretary 
of State John Foster Dul- 
les and his brother Allen, 
head of the Central Intelli- 
gence Agency. 

"The Politician/' distrib- 
uted confidentially to a lim- 
ited number, has caused 



Welch, of course, is just 
one of many who have 
preached this doctrine of 
imminent Communist dom- 
ination to some degree 
for years. One was the late 
Sen. Joseph McCarthy, who 
has become almost a patron 
saint of the John Birch So- 
ciety. 

But Welch appears to 




large'' members — in about 
40 states. 

Now, after another year, 
the list of states with from 
on a to more than 100 work- 
ing chapters has grown to 
34, plus the District of Co- 
lumbia, and there are home 
chapter members in all 50 
states. 

Mates Voice Heard 
Organized and developed 
quietly at first—almost se- 
cretly—the society is flow 
making its voice heard and 
no longer shuns the spot- 
light. By the end of the 
year the national member- 
ship is expected to reach 
100,000. The goal is a mil- 
lion. 

There are several thou- 
sand members in scores of 
chapter* throughout South- 
ern California today, ac- 
cording to Paul H. (Tex) 
Talbert, Beverly Hills in- 
surance executive who is a 
member of the society's na- 
tional council. 

They are hard at \vork at- 
tacking the Communist 
menace as they see it on 
the home front, either di- 
rectly or through other or- 
ganizations — PTAs, social 
and civic groups, study 
clubs, church societies. 

Talbert wont hazard a 
guess as to how many work- 
ing, hard-core, live Commu- 
nists there are in Southern 
California. But he and his 
.fellow John Birchers do not 
believe that is the crux of 
the problem. 

Takes Only * Few 

"Even though t.hpre ar* 
rchtively only a few Com- 
munists/' Talbert said, "for 
every one there are 10 peo- 
ple standing behind ready 
to do their bidding and for 
each of these there are an- 
other 10 i — the do-gooder 
type — willing to go along 
with them, 

"It would take only a few 
hundred Communists to up- 
set the balance from a po- 



to alert the piihU?. record- 
ing to Talbert. through con- 
centrated letter - writing 
campaign?, circulating pe- 
titions, speaking before 
various groups, showing 
anti-Communist films and 
distributing anti - Commu- 
nist literature — under the 
over-all leadership of foun- 
der Robert Welch. 

Point to Book 

Who is the man who 
brought this about and 
what is his purpose? 

Detractors are quick to 
point out that Robert Welch 
is the man who wrote sev- 
eral yean ago, h a manu- 
script called "The Politi- 
cian" by some and the 
''black book' 7 hy others* that 
former President Eisen- 
hower and top members of 
his administration were 
Communists or tools of the 
Communists* 

"While I too think that 
Milton Eisenhower is a 
Communist and has been 
for 30 years," Welch wrote 
on page 267, "this opinion 
is based largely on an ac- 
cumulation of detailed evi- 
dence and so palpable that 
it seems to put this convic- 
tion beyond any reasonable 
doubt." 

Welch also wrote of 
D wight Eisenhower on 
page 263 in "The Politi- 
cian": 

♦ ♦ there is only one 
possible word to describe 
his purpose and ' actions* 
That word is treason." 

'His Boss 7 

And on page 210: 

"In my opinion the 
chances are very , strong 
that Milton Eisenhower' is 
actually Dwight Eisenhow- 
er's superior and boss with- 
in the Communist' Party. 
P'or one tiling, he is ob- 
viously a great deal smart- 
er," 

Others listed by Welch in 
"The Politician" as part or 
tools of the Communist 



some discomfort among 
members — but by no 
means all of them. 

Some obviously agree 
with it, or at least feel 
there is sufficient evidence 
to believe that Welch's 
charges might be true. Oth- 




ers may temper the charges 
by stating that Mr. Eisen- 
hower and some of the oth- 
ers were or are merely un- 
witting tools of the Com- 
munists. 

Clue to Program 

At any rate, this gives a 
clue to the general tenor of 
the society's charges: Com- 
munists have been and still 
are in control of high 
places in the U.S. govern- 
ment, the armed forces, the 
courts, the schools and uni- 
versities, the press, radio, 
television and motion pic- 
tures, unions, the United 
Nations, the private foun- 
dations and the churches. 

Unless the public wakes 
up, the society fears, it is 
only a question of time be- 
fore the United States falls 
without a struggle into the 
world-wide Communist 
dominion ruled from the 
Kremlin./; s - / , , , 



than any other man in 
welding his followers into 
a cohesive force with a pro- 
gram of action. It k a pro- 
gram of fighting fire with 
fire, openly using come of 
the tactics that have proved 
successful for the enemy. 

Farmer Ancestry 
Welch was born in 1899 
on a North Carolina farm. 
His ancestry, mainly farm- 
ers and Baptist preachers, 
is traceable to one Miles 
Welch, who came to this 
country from Wales in 1720. 

He was educated for four 
years at the University of 
North Carolina, two years 
at the United States Naval 
Academy and two years at 
Harvard Law School He 
moved to Boston in 1919 
and has been in the candy 
manufacturing business all 
his adult life. 

For many years he was 
vice president in charge of 
sales and advertising of 
James O* Welch Co., with 
factories in Cambridge and 
Mansfield, Mass*, and in Los 
Angeles, as well as its sub- 
sidiary sales corporations in 
Atlanta, Pittsburgh, Chi- 
cago, Los Aageles and Seat- 
tle. 

Was NAM Director 

He has served as a direc- 
tor of a bank and several 
other business corporations. 
He was a member of the 
board of directors of the 
National Assn. of Manufac- 
turers seven years, regional 
NAM vice president three 
years and chairman of its 
Educational Advisory Com- 
mittee two years. 

Welch also has been an 
extensive world traveler, 
speaker, author, editor and 
publisher. His books in- 
clude "The Road to Sales- 
manship" {1941), "May God 
Forgive Us" (1952) and 
"The Life of John Birch" 
(1954). 

For live years he has 
edited and published a 
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LlarchlO, 1961 



7ichita 17, Kansas 



b6 
b7C 



Dear Hiss 



Your latter of Llarch 3, 1981, has boon re- 
ceived, and the interact which prompted you to write is 
appreciated. 

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI 
is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope that 
you .vill not infer in this connection either that we do or that 
we do not have data in our files relating to the subject of your 
inquiry. 

Enclosed is some literature dealing with the 
general subject of communism which may be of interest. 



mailed n? 
\M 101961 



Sincerely yours, 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



Enclosures (6) 
(listed next page) 



DCLrcfn 
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SEE NOTE NEXT PAGE 
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Enclosures (6) 

What You Can Do To Fight Communism 

3-60 LEB Introduction and 17th National Convention 

One Nation' s Response To Communism 

Expose of Soviet Espionage 

Communist Target — Youth 

Series from "Christianity Today" 



NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. The John 
Birch Society is allegedly an anticommunist organization; 
however, Robert Welch, its founder, has stated that the Society 
might take on the appearance of a "front" in order to attract true 
subversives. During the Eisenhower Administration, Welch 
criticized the President to the point of calling him a dupe of the 
communists. 
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Wichita 17, Kansas 
Llarch 3, 1961 



United States Department of Justice 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
9 th Street &• Pennsylvania Avenue, K.W. 
Washington 25, D.C. 

Dear Sir: 

Please send all information available on the 
organization and activities of the John°Birch Society 



Requestgaifoy 




Wichita 17, Kansas 



be 

b7C 



REC- 55 



*4 7967 




6? -/e ■'/:". /- Jfffc , 



vfarch 13, 1SS1 



Mr.[ 



1 



couth Coast Life Insurance Company 
318 McFaddin Building 
Beaumont, Texas 



be 

b7C 



Dear Mr. 



Your letter of March 3, 1981, has been received, 
and I want to thank you sincerely for your thoughtful message 
concerning the work being done by the FBI. 

Although I would like to be of service, the functions 
and responsibilities of the FBI as a Federal investigative agency 
do net extend to furnishing evaluations or drawing conclusions as 
to the character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope you will 
not infer in this connection either that we do or that we do not have 
data in our files relating to the subject of your inquiry. 

In view of your interest, I am enclosing material 
currently available for general distribution by the FBI on the subject 
of communism. 




*.'AR i : 1 1931 

co:.vto*-:i 



Sincerely yours, 
John iMgar Hoover 



Director , • \ 

y \ 
Enclosures (8) 

Director's Speech 10-18-60 The American Legion 
GqcL and. Country or Communism? 

k&odusUty£3l/60 LEB & 17th Naltional Convention, CP, USA ' y 
What ~You Can Do To Fight Communism ' " ' 



ieVoFj^^tet Espionage 



ommunist Target — Youth 
Dne Nation's Response to Communism 
Series from Christianity Today 

CL:pak~(3) 



(see NOTE next page) 




Letter to Mr . 



b6 
b7C 



3-13-61 



NOTE: The John Birch Society is allegedly an anticommunist organization 
with branches over the various parts of the country. Our field offices have 
been alerted to watch its activities inasmuch as its head, Robert Welch, 
indicated at one time that he thought a group having the appearance #f a 
front organization might be effective in attracting true subversives. 
Welch has, in the past, also attacked President Eisenhc^r and his 
Administration in his writings. 
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SOUTH COAST LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 
HOUSTON, TEXAS 

March 3, 1961 

W. R. "PAT" WORTMAN 

318 McFADDIN BUILDING 
BEAUMONT, TEXAS 



Mr, J. Edgar Hoover 

Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 



Dear Sir: 



Literature from ^The John, Bjrcj^^ciety," has 
come into my hands, and, accepted at face value, 
makes a considerable impression. 

Can you tell me whether or not this organization 
is truly the loyal American organization it purports 
to be? Can, in your opinion, an ordinary citizen 
render a service to his- country through this society? 



It would be gross ingratitude to fail to thank 
you for the magnificent service you have rendered 
your country and your fellow-citizens. 
Thank you, Mr. Hoover. 



b6 
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REG- 90 



EX~1 08 B MAR 14 1961 
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March 13, 1961 



v : ' Mr. Albert J. Voth 
Justice of the Peace 
Box 41 

Lyons Falls, New York 
Dear Mr. Toth: 



Your letter postmarked March 5, 1961, and enclosure 
have been received. 



Although I would like to be of service, the functions 
and responsibilities of the FBI as a Federal investigative agency 
do not extend to furnishing evaluations or drawing conclusions as 
to the character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope you will 
not infer in this connection either that we do or that we do not have 
data in our files relating to the subject of your inquiry. 

In view of your interest, I am enclosing material 
currently available for general distribution by the FBI on the subject 
of communism. Your enclosure is being returned. 



u'!A;{ 'J J t%t 



Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 

"Tr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 

T 

:iV 

T:-K 
Miss 



Tolson- 



Sincerely yours, 



Jolin iSJgar Hoover 
Director 



Prions — disclosures (8) 

Correspondents enclosure (John Birch Society Application) 
Directors Speech 10-18-60 The American Legion 
God and Country or Communism? 

Introduction 3/60 LEB & 17th National Convention, CP, USA 
What You Can Do ToFight Communism , 
Expose of Soviet Espionage 
- | //Communist Target— Youth < > * 

■& :> ''"Xr ® ne Nationts Response to Communism. / ' * (see NOTE next page) 

' DCL:paK (3) . 



Letter to Mr. Albert J. Toth: 



3-13-61 



The John Birch Society is allegedly an anticommunist organization with 
branches over the various parts of the country. Our field offices have 
been alerted to watch its activities inasmuch as its head, Robert Welch, 
indicated at one time that he thought a group having the appearance of 
a front organization might be effective in attracting true subversives. 
Welch has, in the past, also attacked President Eisenhower and Ms 
Administration in his writings. 



TRUE COPY 



J. Edgar Hoover 
Washington, D. C. 
Mar 4 1960 

O . 

Dear Friend Hoover ~" 

What do you know about Robert Welch, Belmont Mass ? 
He has men going around too join then in there Society I am 
going to send you one application that they want the the people 
to join They want keep it q. t. If know anything please let know 



Your truly 

/s/ Albert J Toth 
Justice of peace 



• • 0 




.... . • 



DUES SCHEDULE 



Life membership in the Home* Chapter , 
(which automatically covers member- 
ship in any local chapter), for' men or 

women $1,000. 00 

(This may be paid in two consecutive 
annual installments of $500, 00 each, ) 

Regular annual membership in the 

Home Chapter For men $24. 00 

For women . . . 12. 00 



Membership in a local chapter, mini- 
mum per year: For men 

For women. . . . 
(This may be paid as $2. 00 per month 
for men, and $1. 00 per month for worn 
en, to the local Chapter Leader. ) 

If any member wishes to pay larger dues, 
to support the Society 1 s work (or to make 
contributions for that purpose), such 
dues or contributions may also be split 
into monthly installments if desired. 



$24. 00 
12. 00 



(Applications for membership in local chapters 
should be approved by the Chapter Leader. Appli 
cations for membership in the Home Chapter will 
be approved by the home office. ) 



Application For Membership 



, 19 

THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 

Belmont 78, Massachusetts jj 
Gentlemen : 

*This is my application for membership in the ! 

Chapter of THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY, for one year 
% from this date, and for automatic renewal each year 
thereafter, unless I resign in writing. I understand 
the dues schedule printed on the back of this sheet, 
as applicable to myself.. 

If my application is accepted, I agree that my mem- . ' 

bership may be revoked at anytime, by a duly appointed 

officer of the Society, without the reason being stated, 

on refund of the pro rata part of my dues paid in 

advance. ' 

j -V. I 

Sincerely, ...... \— tcr" 

(Name) 

(Addr e s s ) * 



Date 



Dues Received 



Application Approved 
By 



/./j^ %~^u6 
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March 10, 1961 



Austin, Texas 



be 

b7C 



Dear fc>iss 

V77; 

Your letter of I.. arch 2, 1981, has been received, and it is 
indeed reassuring to learn of your awareness of the menace of communism. 

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI is an investi- 
gative agency of the Federal Government and, as such, does not make 
evaluations or draw conclusions as to the character or integrity of any 
organization, publication or individual. I regret that I am unable to help you 
and hope that you will not infer in this connection either that we do or that we 
do not have data in our files relating to the subject of your inquiry. 

I would like to point out, however, my strong belief that 
education is of strategic importance in the struggle between communism and 
the free world. Full knowledge of this evil conspiracy 1 s true nature is vital 
if we are to effectively resist its influence. A lack of understanding is dan- 
gerous in that it is often responsible for the reprehensive and indiscriminate 
labeling as communists those who merely dissent or advocate unpopular or 
unorthodox views. When fully cognizant of the aims and objectives of commu- 
nism, we can all share in the opportunity to combat this menace with the 
weapon it fears most— truth. 



Enclosed is some material on the general subject *hich you. may 
find of interest. Some of these items contain suggestions as to ways of opposing 
communism, and additional copies of any of this literature are available in ^ 



reasonable quantities upon request and at no cost. 

bincqrely yours, 



. LP 



1 



H 198$ ed next P a s e 

RWE:gcb (3) 

"A 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



SEE NOTE NEXT PAGE 



Miss 



Enclosures (6) 

17th National Convention, CPUSA & 3-60 LEB Introduction 
What You Can Do To Fight Communism 
One Nation 1 s Response To Communism 

Director's speech 10-18-60 be 
Expose of Soviet Espionage b7c 
Communist Target- -Youth 

NOTE: No record could be located in Bufiles identifiable with 
correspondent. The portion of correspondent's address regarding 
the apartment is no t being utilized as there is no indication as to 
what | ~| means. It is noted that she merely has 



on the return portion of envelope. 



f 
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Austin, Texas 
March 2, 1961 



b6 
blC 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Director, Federal Bureau of Investigate 
Washington, D. C. 



Dear Mr. Hoover: 




I have just become acquainted wi£h a person who is a member (of 
six months' standing) of the ^John B irch Sc^iety, which is headed 
by Rober^Welch. To me, the views of this Society, as I hear them 
through this person, are fanatical and radical. This person has 
let his fight against communism become his whole life — overriding 
everything else, even his job and his church. 

If the communists are as evil and widespread and dedicated to their 
cause as he says they are, the world is in a pretty bad mess. But 
I find it hard to go along with everything he says (and I know little of 
politics, anyhow). Apparently this Society condemns nearly every 
prominent political figure today~-or at least a good percentage of 
them—as being "out and out 11 communists, "pink 11 , or at least So- 
cialistic (which he claims is the next thing to communistic). This 
communistic label extends even to FDR and Eleanor Roosevelt. 
Of course, everything I had heard all my life about the Roosevelts 
has been good, and this talk about them is hard to take — for instance, 
the part about Eleanor Roosevelt being affiliated with over eighty 
communist front organizations. 

I am only twenty, with a background of two years of music in col- 
lege, and now employed as a secretary. I don't want to see my 
country under Communist rule, but I don't want to become radical 
about them, or get involved in something I don't understand. 

So could you explain some things to me about how the Communists 
work, how real their threat is, and what I can really do to combat — 
or help combat- -them? Also, I would like to know if this John Birch 
Society is really doing good (such as the move to impeach Earl Warren), 
or if it's just a way Robert Welch found to get an easy living? 

I am reading your Masters of Deceit, and find that quite an eye-opener. 
But I'd like for you to send me some more information- -from you, and 
not just pamphlets and a form letter. 



b6 
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Thank you for your attention. 



ms-'s 



Respectfully yotfr $J AR W ^ <V) 



75? 



March 10, 1&61 



Mr- 

Pon and Company 
711 North \zusa \venue 
izusa, California 



bo 
b7C 



Dear Mr, 



Your letter was received on March 6, 1961, 
and the interest which prompted you to write is appreciated 

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI 
is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope that 
you will not infer in this connection either that we do or that 
we do not have data in our files relating to the subject of your 
inquiry. 

Enclosed is some literature dealing with the 
general subject of communism which may be of interest. 

Sincerely yours, 



Mr. Tolson^ , 

Mi\ Pardons 

Mr. Mo^r 

Mr. B*-lm nt . 

Mr. CaIK<\:i „ 

*31 L — 
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Vol* 
Mr. 
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w ,a _ — 
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. R^om— 

T rr. 
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John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



SEE NOTE NEXT PAGE 




Enclosures (6) 

What You Can Do To Fight Communism 

3-60 LEB Introduction and 17th National Convention 

One Nation T s Response To Communism 

Expose of Soviet E spionage 

Communist Target — Youth 

Series from " Christianity Today" 



NOTE: The John Birch Society is allegedly an anticommunist organ- 
ization; however, Robert Welch, its founder, has stated that the 
Society might take on the appearance of a "front" in order to attract 
true subversives. During the Eisenhower Administration, Welch 
criticized the President to the point of calling him a dupe of the 
communists* 
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Since i8gi 




TELEPHONE 
EDGEWQQD 4-2991 



3 711 NORTH AZUSA AVENUE 

f AZUSA, CALIFORNIA 

February 23rd, l?6l 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover , 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

Many of my friends and I would like to take an active part in the 
crusade against Communism with our time and our funds. 

a 

I have been solicited for membership in the J ohn .Birch Society 
and before considering support of this orgamllHS^^ 
an expression from you relative thereto. I shall be pleased to 
lend support to any other organizations that might be recommended 
or at least have received clearance by your department. 



An early reply will be appre ciated. 




^ / 



&rs. 






V 

Texas 



ho 
b7C 



Dear fors. 
received. 



t 




March 13, 1961 



Your letter dated February <s3, 1961, has been 
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Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 

t Mr! 



Mr. 
Mr. 



Tolson — 

Parana ~. 

M<to 

Belmont- 

i 'onr », 1- 

Evona 

R<c u -~ 
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Although I would like to be of service, the functions 
and responsibilities of the FBI as a Federal investigative agency 
do not extend to furnishing evaluations or drawing conclusions as 
to the character or integrity of any individual, organization or 
publication. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope you will 
not infer in this connection that v/e do or that we do not have data 
in our files relating to the subjects of your inquiries. 

No suggestions come to mind where you might be 
able to secure a list of persons engaging in subversive activities; 
however, a copy of the list of organizations which have been desig- 
nated by the Attorney General as coming within the purview of 
Executive Order 10450 can be secured by submitting a request to 
the Subversive Organizations Section, Internal Security Division, 
Department of Justice, Washington 25, D. C. 

I am pleased to know of your desire to help combat 
communism, and enclosed is material available for general distribu 
tion by the TBI on this subject. 



MAUD 

KAR131931 

'COIJSK-FEI 



Sincerely yours, 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



Enclosures (7) 

NOTE and Enclosures next page 



NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. It will be 
noted that the Bureau is aware of some of the individuals corres- 
pondent named as having affiliation with communist front organi- 
zations. 

Robert Welch, head of the John Birch Society, has 
bitterly attacked the Eisenhower Administration in the past in 
his writings, and our field offices have been alerted to watching 
the activities of his group. At one time Welch had stated that 
he believed an organization having the appearance of a communist 
front would be effective in attracting true subversives. 



ENCLOSURES: 

V.hat You Can Do To fight Communism 
Director's Speech 10-18-60 
Expose of Soviet Expionage 
Communist Target — Youth 

3-1-60 LEB Introduction and 17th National Convention CP, USA 
One Nation's Response to Communism 
Communism: The Bitter Enemy of Religion. 
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bruary 28,1961. 



J. v E;dgar Hoover, 
Director Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
United Stated Department of Justice, 
Washington 25,D.C. 

Dear Sir: 

I am interested in justice "being; done in our United States, Therefore I am 
wanting sc^e information which I think that you can provide. I furthur an in- 
terested that our United States stay a. free country. / c/-*-- 




f rl^Vould^^you send me a list of the ^eo$*be' who are un-Ameri can and un-^ierican > or- 
ti\ grniza^iprfs? I especially adf i nterested ^n^feftese neo-flle-l 



int« 

1e. 



gosdick. I 

amT n | Henry 

You will r/ote mftst of these 



Stanc 



_ . Jones , 

an Dusen , V/alter^an Kirk, F 
Methodist, I a*r a Methodist 



, Harr y 
I Or. Bro m- 



^sre Methodist, 1 ajar a Metnoaist ana have had 1 
duntact 1 with many or these peoule through the years. It is hard for me to think, 
they are un-American and ar«* connnected with un-American organisations knowingly 4 

v/ould you tell me somejof the activities one can do to keep our United States 
a Republic and free. 

I hatfe been given some material saying that the people above are un-American. 
Is the John Birch Society a worthy grout) to work with to fight communism? 



Yours truly 



he 

hlC 



Mrs. 









Amarillo , Texas 





0 




— It % 
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Trotter . 



March 13, 1961 



/ 



& 



Mrs. 



T 



Poulsba, Washington 



bb 
b7C 



Dear Mr; 



Your letter of March 3, 1961, has been received, 
and I am most appreciative of your expressions of confidence in 
this Bureau. 

I regret that I am unable to be of assistance to you 
concerning the matter of your inquiry. In carrying out its investi- 
gative responsibilities, the FBI does not make evaluations or draw 
conclusions as to the character or integrity of any organization, 
individual or publication. I hope you will not infer in this connection 
either that we do or that we do not have data in our files relating to 
the subjects of your inquiry. 

In view of your concern about communism, I am 
enclosing some material which may be of assistance to you. 



Sincerely yours, 



Enclosures (6) 

(Listed next page) 
1 - Seattle - Enclosure 



> / 




i 



W.C. Sullivan . 

Tele. Rpojn _ , x ._____„ 

- : i *■ 



Gandy . 



NOTE: Bufiles contain no information concerning correspondent. The 
John^irch Society was founded by Robert Welch, Belmont, Massachusetts. 
It is allegedly an anticommunist organization. Welch was openly critical 
of former President Eisenhower's administration. We are conducting 
inquiries concerning this group. The American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) 

t TELETYPE UNIT LZ3 , ■ ' * 

CJH:mIw (4) v 



NOTE continued next page 



Mrs. 
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has not been investigated by the Bureau* The Los Angeles Chapter of 
this organization has circulated a petition calling for the abolition of the 
House Committee on Un-American Activities and, in 1958, the Seattle 
Chapter recommended investigation of the FBI. 



Enclosures (6) 

Director's Speech 10-18-60 

The Communist Menace: Red Goals and Christian Ideals 

God and Country or Communism? 

Expose of Soviet Espionage 

Communist Target— Youth 

One Nation's Response to Communism 



TRUE COPY 
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Poulsbo, Wn. 
March 3, 1961 



The Honorable J. Edgar Hoover 

Director of Federal Bureau of Bivesitgation 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir: 



I have heard, that a group calling themselves 
"John Burch Society" are active in Bremerton, Wn. They 
claim to be fighting Communism, but I could not get that OK r d 
through the sources I've tried, so would appreciate any literature, 
etc. on them. 

Also, I have been unable to get anything on the 
American Ciyil Liberties Committee - except that members from 
this Society have said it is subversive. 

If I am out of line, asking for information on these 
groups, I'll be happy to have you inform to that effect. 

We do have faith and trust in you and our F. B. I. 

Yours truly, 

/ s/ Mr s. | 




P. S. Why can't the F. B. I. Office here 

give me the good or bad of John Burch Society? 



^^zJ^/^Jj -761 

s *AR 14 196? 





be 
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-tu/sLAoo*' ^stAo^ s^Lisi^L y^cc>^ t^Zcs^Us ^ 

JL^UJL$C4~ Inputs ^^^^^ - \ s 

p^u^ -££sL^ ^ 
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* 



vlra. 



South Fort Mitchell 
Covington, Kentucky 



March 13, 1981 
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Mr. T 
Mr. Z 

Mr. I" 
II \ * 

Mr. 



Mr. I 
Mr* r i 

Mr. 7 
M* 



Dear Mrs. 



Your letters dated Liarcn 1, 1961, have been " 
received, and I want to thank you sincerely for your kind 
expression of confidence in the work being done by the FBI. 

Although I would like to be of service, the 
functions and responsibilities of the FBI as a Federal investi- 
gative agency do not extend to furnishing evaluations or 
drawing conclusions as to the character or integrity of any 
organization, publication or individual. I regret that I am 
unable to answer your inquiries and hope you will not infer 
in this connection either that we do or do not have data in our 
files relating to the group you named. 

Lnclosed is a copy of my articles which were 
reprinted in "The Advocate, " together with other material on 
the subject of communism which you may find of interest. 
There will be no charge. ,\ 

Sincerely yours, 



v 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director . \ 



/ 

Enclosures (^Series from "Christianity Today" /''... } 
Expose of Soviet Espionage Communist Target— Youth ' 

What You Can Do To Fight Communism How To Beat Communism 
Director's speech 10-18-60 Press Release 12-22-60 

Communism: The Bitter Enemy of Religion 



X 



SEE NOTE NEXT PAGE 
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NOTE: Robert Welch, head of the John Birch Society, has bitteiiy 
attacked the Eisenhower Administration in his writings, and our 
field offices have been alerted to following their activities since Welch 
at one time expressed the opinion that he believed a group having the 
appearance of a communist front would be effective in attacking 
true subversives. 

South Fort Mitchell does not appear in the Postal Guide, 
and address set up per call to Post Office Department. 
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March 1, 1961 



Mr. J. E. Hoover. 

FBI ; ' 

Wash. 25, D.C. ... _ . \ . ... 

Dear Mr. Hoover; ^^^> / ~~ f 

May I first extend my admiration and that of all 
my f reinds for the time and energy you expend in trying to 
preserve our country from evils of all kinds, especially that 
of Communism. 

In my efforts of the last year to become an 
active patriotic citizen, I have been a member of a Cardinal 
Mindzenty study group who make a study of ten government 
reports compiled by members of the various Security Committees. 
These have been very enlightening. 




Our attention has now come to a group called the 
M John Birch Society" organized by a man named Robert Welch, 
This seems to be a very much organized group for action against 
the tide of Communism. However, in their book "American 
Opinion" of October of last year they indicate that Dog ^ 
Hammarskjold is an agent of the Communist conspiracy, by reason ^ 
of evidence especially in the Bang-Jansen treaty. Also that theU. N. 
is but a tool of the Kremlin. 

Needless to say this is very shocking if it is true, 
plus many other things that they state. 

What I would like to kiiow, as I have been contemplating 
being a member of this group, is it possible for you to give a 
recomendation or comment regarding this "John Birch Society. " So ^ , 
I j J many of us have great respect for your opinion.^^ ^ Jq Lj> Iffa / -* 

t ;j * Thank you for your attenti§L to this matter. ? /} 

V ^ irv tn. » MAR 14 19ti pJL^ 



Sincerely 



bo 



* ],i<l v ' ( /So. JFt. Mitchell, Ky. b?c /s/ Mrs. 
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March 1, 1961 



Mr. J. E. Hoover 
F.B.I. 

Wash. 25, D.C. 
Dear Mr. Hoover, 



- "3 



Is it possible for me to attain a copy of the 
series of articles which appeared in the Knigts of Columbus 
paper "The Advocate, " on Jan. 3-12, warning the clergy of 
the dangers of Communism. 

If there is a cost I will submit it by return mail. 

Thank you for your attention to this. 

Sincerely 

/s/ Mrs. 



So. Ft. Mitchell, Ky. 



be 

b7C 
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Santa Paula. Calipohnia 



4 March, 1961 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, 

Federal Burea of Investigation, f a ///J 

Washington, D. C. 

RE:- THE BIRCH SOCIETY 

Dear Sir:- 



Mrs. 



and I have recently been hearing and 



reading about the above-named Society, purporting to be 
Anti-Communist. Both by editorialization and in news 
items,' The Santa Barbara News-Press, published by a 
highly respected scion of oni of our pioneer families, 
Thomas' Storke, has condemned the principles and the 
national leader, a Robert B>»fWelch, of Boston. By no ^ * ■ 
stretch of the imagination could Mr. Storke be presumed 
to be Pro -Communist, yet it appears to worry him, as it 
does us, that a considerable number of American citizens 
of substance and intelligence have been persuaded to 
join the Society. 

My main purpose in writing you (and to presume upon 
your time) is to ascertain if there is available any dis- 
passionate, unbiased source of information, bulletin, 
publication or news release from your office which at- 
tempts to evaluate this Society. Some of our friends 
and acquaintances are receiving literature and admoni- 
tions to join the Society. 
* 

Perhaps the most serious statement attributed to 
Mr. Welch appears to quote him as saying that ex-Pres- 
ident Eisenhower is a Communist. This has distressed us 
deeply, as has, according to Mr, Storke, insinuations 
that ex-President Truman and others of our national leaders 
are Communists-. While Mrs. Phelps and I certainly do not 
consider ourselves entitled to any so-called "classified 
information", we are deeply disturbed, and would greatly 
appreciate anything you can tell *two natives of California 
whose American heritage goes back many generations. 

Perhaps I could identify myself as a present member 
of the Defense Orientation Conference Assn., and a highly 
enthusiastic member of JCOC 23, which made the October, 
1956 trip to some of our major defense establishments. 
As a retired farmer,- a veteran of World War I, and the 
father of one son who fought as a platoon leader of the 
Marine Corps in Korea, and another who served in the Navy, 
it seems to me the purposes and objectives of The Birch 

Society should become public information. - g^r '^-V^^, 

MTj39 &%£Z?- 
Sincerely ya ujflftR 14 190STOT BBCOBDBD. 

' 145 MM: I s ^ m 
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fEtf -STATES GOVER^J^n 

Memorandum 



Tolson _ 

Mohr 

Parsons . 



Belmont . 
Callahan 
Conrad _ 



eLoach 



TO 



OM 




fEr.f^jfK Belmont 



DATE: FeDruar y 28 » 1961 



McGuire . 

Rosen 

Trotter _ 
.Evans 



W.C Sullivan . 

,Tele. Room 

3^* Ingram 

Gandy 



Mr. F. J. Baumgal^^j — — 

^subject: JOHnQiRCH SOCIETY 

INFORMATION CONCERNING 
(INTERNAL SECURITY) 



Memorandum Baumgardner to Belmont dated 2/7/61 recommended 
that in order to give us a better insight into the John Birch Society 
(JBS) and "American Opinion" we should have Boston check appropriate 
sources and records to determine the facts concerning the incorporation 
of JBS, its incorporators, its credit rating, the circulation of 
"American Opinion," et cetera. In answer to Bureau airtel of 2/8/61 
the Boston Office advised by letter dated 2/17/61 of its check into 
this matter. 





There is set forth below a resume of the information 
furnished by Boston. 

erf •<■** -*' r 

JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY — ^~- J 

Incorporated on 12/23/58 as a nonprofit business organization 
under the laws of the State of Massachusetts and was assigned charter 
number 624-300. The officers were listed as: Robert Welch, President 
and Treasurer, and Ellen M. Lovett, Clerk (Secretary). The Directors 
were listed as Mary M. White, Robert Welch and Ellen M. Lovett. The 
incorporators were listed as Robert Welch; Marian Frobert Welch (wife 
of Robert Welch); Ellen M. Lovett; Mary M. White; Ellen Douglas Snow, 
also known as Mrs. Stanley Carman Snow, formerly Mrs. Alexander Sucker; 
Philip L. Jenkins; and Juliette D. Guild. All of the aforementioned 
are residents of the Boston, Massachusetts, area. The aims and purposes 
of the organization were listed as to promote civic interest in 
national and international affairs by an educational program and the £\ 
collection and dissemination of literature for educational purposes. fT 
The records of Dun and Bradstreet contain a report dated 8/5/60 f 
which states that Welch declined a financial statement concerning JBS 
on 8/4/60 but did state that JBS had sufficient capital to meet its 
needs. The records of Dun and Bradstreet and the Credit Bureau of 



62-104401 

1 - Mr... Belmont 

1 - Mr. Baumgardner 

1 - Mr. Kleinkauf 




25 MARIS 1961^ ^ 
' ' ."-■^)« 




iKo to Mr, Belmont 
Re: John Birch Society 
62-104401 



Greater Boston disclosed that Welch has a favorable credit rating. 
Boston furnished brief background information concerning the above 
individuals and stated that the files of that office do not contain 
any identifiable data of a subversive nature concerning any of them. 
Boston also observed that Ellen Douglas Snow was the widow of Special 
Agent Alexander Gucker of the Bureau who was assigned to the Albany 
Office and who died of a heart condition in his berth on a train in 
1952 while en route from Albany to New York City to assist in an 
inspection of the New York Office. 

"AMERICAN OPINION" 

While "American Opinion" is published by Robert Welch who 
also founded the JBS, there is no. indication that "American Opinion" 
is the official publication of JBS. It being noted that "American 
Opinion" was in existence for about three years before JBS came 
into existence. 

Incorporated on 1/13/56 under the laws of the State of 
Massachusetts. The officers were listed as Robert Welch, President 
and Treasurer, and Ellen M. Lovett, Clerk (Secretary). The Directors 
were listed as Robert Welch, Ellen M. Lovett and Ellen Douglas Gucker. 
The incorporators were listed as the same three individuals. The aims 
and purposes were listed as the dissemination of information to the 
general public through the medium of the publication of papers, books, 
magazines and lectures. According to a 4/23/58 financial statement 
J/2*/!2 et . s were ttsted as $27,320.85. A financial statement of 
6/27/60 showed the assets to be $77,475.82. A Dun and Bradstreet 
report dated 3/25/59 showed that "American Opinion" was organized 
by Welch, who is of independent means, to publish an anticommunist 
periodical and that on 3/24/59 Welch declined to furnish a financial 
statement but did state the corporation had sufficient funds available 
to meet its needs and other operating expenses. The circulation of 
the publication was listed as between 5,000 and 6,000 subscribers 
with an annual volume of business around $25,000 or better. The 
report further disclosed that "American Opinion" is sold at the rate 
of $5 per year, with 11 issues being published annually. 

* 4.t. 0 5 2 /l4/61 Arthur Flynn, Postmaster, Belmont, Massachusetts, 
advised that mailings of JBS and "American Opinion" bear the address 

the Belmont PosTof f ice" 10111 ' Massachusetts > and are handled through 

tt •, t. « We have never investigated JBS, "American Opinion," nor 
Welch. A review of Bufiles and indices did not disclose any. identifiable 
data of a subversive nature concerning any of the above individuals 
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Memo to Mr. Belmont 
Re: John Birch Society 
62-104401 



■ACTION: 



We have furnished background information to the field con- 
cerning Welch and JBS by SAC Letters 59-13 (F) dated 3/10/59 and 60-5 
(C) dated 1/26/60. The field was instructed to keep the Bureau advised 
of the formation of any chapters of JBS and that the Bureau was 
particularly interested in any efforts by subversive elements to take 
over or use JBS or its chapters. In the information we have received 
from the field there has been no indication that any subversive 
elements have been interested in the JBS or its chapters. We will 
continue to keep a close watch on the information received from the 
field and in the event any information is received indicating that 
we should initiate an investigation of JBS or any of its chapters, 
we will do so. You will be kept advised of any further pertinent 
developments concerning this matter. 
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March 13, 19G1 



Co ,> 



Mt. Pleasant, Texas 



Dear Mrs. 



Your latter of LSarch 3, 1961, has been 
received, and the interest which prompted you to write is 
appreciated. 

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI 
is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not ma^e evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope that 
you will not infer in this connection either that we do or that 
we do not have data in our files relating to the subject of your 
inquiry. 

Enclosed is some literature dealing with the 
general subject of communism which may be of interest. 
Some of these reprints give suggestions for combating this . 
atheistic conspiracy. 



V 



MISLED i«J 

■ i • 'CC'i 



Sincerely yours, 

* > 

0. Ed^ar Woo sit 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



< 



Enclosures (0) ^A^^ t 
(Listed next page) 
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Letter to Mrs. 
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Enclosures 

What You Can Do To Fight Communism 

How to Beat Communism 

How to Fight Communism 

Where Do We Stand Today 

Struggle on a New Plane 

Brealring the Communist Snell 

17th National Convention, CPUSA & 3-60 LEB Intro 

Expose of Soviet Espionage 

Series from "Christianity Today" 

NOTE: Bufiles contain no record identifiable with correspondent. 
The John Birch Society is allegedly an anticommunist organization; 
however, Robert Welch, its founder, has stated that the Society 
might take on the appearance of a "front" in order to attract true 
subversives. During the Eisenhower Administration, Welch criticized 
the President to the point of calling him a dupe of the communists. 
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Geological Engineer— Petroleum engineer 

« BOO 
(j^MT. PLEASANT, TEXAS 



March 8, 1961 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director CV7^ 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 



Dear Mr. Hoover: 



There is an organization in which I have become 
interested that is known as the John®mrch Society. We 
are often warned that organizations are not always what 
they appear to be, and that we should investigate before 
joining. Could you please tell me whether or not this is 
truly an ant i -communist and patriotic organization and 
whether or not you could recommend it as a means of 
fighting Communism? 

Any other suggestions that the Bureau has to make 
regarding the fight against Communism, would be most 
helpful . 



b7C 

Yours very truly, 



MH:mlv 
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Los Angeles 14, California 
Dear Mr, 



Your letter of March 5, 1961, has been received, 
and your interest in writing is appreciated. 



While I would like to be of assistance, the FBI, 
as strictly an investigative agency of the Federal Government, 
does not furnish evaluations or comments relative to the character 
or integrity of any individual, publication or organization, I 
hope you will not infer in this connection that our files do or do 
not contain data regarding the group you mentioned. 

I cannot speak for Congressman Smith, and it is 
suggested that you write to him directly. I am enclosing some 
material on the general subject of communism which is available 
for distribution. 



Trotter 

W.C. Sullivan . 

Tele. Room 

Ingram 

Gandy 



Sincerely yours, 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 

Enclosures (6) 

17th National Convention & Intro. 3-60 LEB 
Communist Party, USA 
What You Can Do To Fight Communism ' ; 
Expose of Soviet Espi6jiag$ j 
Communist Target- -Youth '.' » 
, Series from Christianity Today 1 

^,ffOTE?6 dor respondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. The John Birch Society 
-y is allegedly an anticommunist organization. It has not been investigated by 

the Bureau, but we are watching its activities inasmuch as its founder, 
: Robert Welch, indicated that it might be used to attract true subversives. 
• -ant room □ teletype unit □ During the Eisenhower Administration, Welch 
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SAWrjka (3) criticized the President to the point of calling him a dupe of the communists. 
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MEMBER OF THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 
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Los Angeles 14. California 
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March 5, 1961 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Director, Federal Bureau of 

Investigation 
U.S.Dep f t of Justice 
Washington, D.C. 



Dear Sir: 




I'm very much interes^d in the professed policy 
and program of The John Birch Society, organized 
to fight Communism and reestablish the principles 
and purposes proclaimed by the writers of the Con- 
stitution in the United States* 

After telling a friend that I was seriously con- 
sidering the idea of "becoming a working member of 
this Society, he suggested that it might be wise 
to inquire of you first as to the theory and prac- 
tice of this organization with which you may be 
somewhat familiar. 

I have read the Society 1 s Blue Book, your book 



"Masters of Deceit" (which. Pasadena Republican head- \ 
quarters lends to readers), and Herbert PhilbK^Ms 
"I Led Three Lives". \-J ^ JS^M 

If your position does not allow ^i^b©« s wa9?^fee 
information secured, do you think ^u$Afte?E&4§%hta- 
tive, H. Allen Smith, former FBI 
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March 14, 1961 



Mrs. 



EantaAna, California 



be 

b7C 



Dear Mr 



v.. 



Your very thoughtful letter of February 28, 1961, has been .£? 
received, and I appreciate the interest which prompted you to write. With*? 
regard to your inquiry, I am forwarding several items which express my 
views concerning the communist conspiracy which you may find of interest. 



One of the enclosures is a copy of my report "Communist Target- 
Youth, " a detailed account of the events which occurred during the House Com- 
mittee on Un-American Activities hearings held in San Francisco. An analysis of 
this report will reveal its purpose was not to defend the activities of the House 
Committee nor does it cast doubt on the motivation or loyalty of American youth. 
It is intended rather as urgent encouragement to young people to learn the true 
nature of this malevolent threat, and, armed with that knowledge, to resist being 
duped into unlawful and unthinking action. 

This Bureau has had no connection with the preparation, sponsorship 
or distribution of either of the films which you mentioned in your letter. As a matter 
of policy, I cannot, therefore, make any recommendations with respect to them. 

As an investigative agency of the Federal Government, the FBI does 
not furnish evaluations or comments regarding the character or integrity of any 
individual, publication or organization. From this I hope you will not infer either 
that we do or that we do not have data in our files relating to the subject of your 
inquiry. 

Thank you for your kind comments concerning the work of the FBI, 
^jpdjjrust that I will continue to merit your support. 



Jelmr.iif _ 
Collator . 
Conrad _ 
DeLo*-ti . 
Evarij — 
Malei- -- 

Roeen 

Tavel . 
Trot* 



Enclosures-^) — 
JWO'B:mca (3) 



A'.C. Jni.y. r. _ 
Tele, [--r 



t 



Sincerely yours, 
(Enclosures and NOTE next page) 



t 



I 1 :b6 

Mrs. b7c 



ENCLOSURES: 



What You Can Do To Fight Communism 
Communism: The Bitter Enemy of Religion 
God and Country or Communism? 
Communist Party, USA 

17th National Convention, CPUSA & March, 1960, LEB Introduction 
One Nation's Response to Communism 
Communist Target — Youth 
Series from "Christianity Today" 

^.NOTE: Bufiles contain no record concerning the correspondent. The John 
9^Birch Society was established by Robert Welch, of Belmont, Massachusetts, 
ancThas been engaged in anticommunist activities. The Bureau has conducted 
inquiry concerning it. The film, "Communism on the Map, " was prepared 
by the National Educational Program of Searcy, Arkansas, of which George S. 
Benson is President. It was borrowed and reviewed by the Bureau on 12-22-60 
at which time the consensus of opinion of the Agents reviewing it was that it 
was not the type of material which should be used and endorsed by the Bureau. 
It frequently deals in half-truths, distortion of truths and innuendoes. in its 
efforts to establish that international communism is encircling America. 
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Santa Ana, Calif orn 
February 28, 1961. 




S Sir. Incrom-J ^ 1 
5 MSn Gcm--*-*'— ?1 




i My- T*« 
Mr, Vsrvx^* 
'fir. ?*">V — 

f IlT. ~~ "** 

Mr. yv. 

: Mr! B« 
j Mr. Tav^ 

Mr. J# Edgar Hoorer, Director |t^v/S^^8 

Federal Bureau of Investigation J Tele. VI- ^ ? 

United States Department of Justice 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

As a perplexed young wife and mother, this, acute problem of 
Communism has become the major topic of conversation within 
my family and amongst our friends and "former friends". In fact, 
we have come to the point of not knowing whom to believe or trust. 
Ordinarily, I wouldn't consider taking the valuable time of a 
person like yourself, but as I would consult a doctor for a commune 
icable disease, I am consulting you, whom I respect more than any 
living American. 

First of all, let me give you a background of our situation here 
in Southern California. My husband and I are in our late 20' s and - 
have children about to enter school. Many of our friends and ac- 
quaintances have, through club meetings and private gatherings, 
had the opportunity of awakening themselves to the Communist threat 
of infiltrating our America. Some of us have heard lectures and 
seen films, and the reaction has been crazy and mixed up. 

Personally, we are horrified and are ready to jump on the wagon 
and act like Paul Revere'. But then we try to remember we are civi- 
lized and not become too fanatical, because becoming too tempered 
or over-zealous could be a very dangerous thing. Some of these 
films and speeches intend to alarm people since they feel we have 
been idle and complacent far too long, and if we want to save our 
country we have to make up for long lost time. All this sounds 
perfectly feasible to me. If we were to wake up some morning under 
a Communistic dictatorship and military force we would go insane or 
all be murdered in the streets for refusing to give up our belief in 
God and freedom as we know it. 

I have just read Cleon Skousen' s The Naked Communist which has been y ; 
my first real education pertaining to Communism and the threat to 
our government. I found it extremely profitable in understanding 
this problem as a neophite. It also creates a feeling of alarm, 
that things have to change because l£;is inconceivable that our 
ideals and republican way of life cpu^d ever be compatible with that J 
deranged set of principals set dowfr&y Marx and Engels. I have read j 
some of your Law Enforcement Bulletins and know you are certain that a 




the Communists want world domination, their ultimate d#sl?e; be,ing 
to terminate Capitalism and fly the Red flagon, our, •/ i ' 

Byfr there is such mixed emotion amongst our people over this.- I : 

- pi, 



-certain our groA of friends is a good crit^Lon for many groups of 
-loyal Americans^ There are those who feel we do and don't exactly 
know where to go with their energy . There are those who refuse to 
believe It's possible. There are those who afceh their backs because 
they feel the whole thing is out of porportion and will turn into a 
so-called "witch-hunt" . There are those who think the whole mess is 
a political maneuver for the concervatives to be rid of the liberals, 
that the threat of real Communism isn't a threat to the United States. 
And there are those who label anyone a Communist who doesn't believe 
as they do. 

How can we recognize the magnitude of this Communistic threat and 
where can we turn to know how to act effectively? I ask you be- 
cause I believe you are the one man who is trusted and respected by 
all, and there would be no arguments or disbeliefs from any alert 
American over your words. We all have different ways of fighting for 
what we believe, and I know there are groups organizing now to fight 
and pressure for America's security. But couldn't we be duped into 
a force that might also be a potential evil? 

I am appealing for your advice because so many Americans are in need 
of it, because you stand for absolutely nothing to gain except the 
survival of freedom. At the present time good people are doing harm 
because of ignorance and other good people are ineffective because 
they don't know whom to trust. 

/ Personally, I am curious as to your opinion* of Robert Welsh and his 
/ John Birch Society? He seems so strong that we wonder if such a man 
| could be potentially dangerous or is he absolutely on the right path? 
Also, the films "Communism on the Map" and "Operation Abolition" have 
created such a rumpus that some people feel they have shown the whole 
threat out of porportion, therefore they are propaganda. We feel 
the films are valuable because they awakened us and we are planning 
.ito show them In our home to alert others, but we want to be able to 
7 defend them too'. 

We are looking forward to attending the Orange County School on Anti- 
Communism to be held locally next week. We know that we will recog*- 
nize the threat more than ever from listening to this distinguished 
faculty, but still, the documented imprint of J. Edgar Hoover is the 
one stabilizing force to bring all real Americans to their senses. 

You have my sincere gratitude and heartfelt thanks for any help or 
guidance. Our country must be filled with people as confused, as we 
and we must protect ourselves against the deplorable Communist plans 
for the future. .._ 

Loyally, 



he 

hlC 



March 14, 19G1 



Mrs. 



Lst^uaa Baash, California 



Dear r.irs. 



be 

b7C 



Your letter of fclarch G, 1961, has been 
received, and the interest which prompted you to write is 
appreciated. 

.Although I would like to be of service, the FBI 
is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope that 
you will not infer in this connection either that we do or that 
we do not have data in our files relating to the subjects of your 
inquiry. 

Enclosed is some literature dealing with the 
general subject of communism which may be of interest. 



c-.'.r. 



Sincerely yours, 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



Tolson — 
Parsons . 

Mohr 

Belmont , 



Callahan . 



Conrad 

DeLoach- 
Evans 



Malone . 



Rosen . 
Tavel _ 
Trotter 
W.C. Sulljj 
Tele. Roitti 
Ingram 



Enclosures (6) 

17th National Convention, CPUSA & 3 r C0 LEB Introduction 

Communist Party, USA 1 »; 

One Nation* £ Response to Communism 

Director's Speech of 10-18-60 

The Communists Are After Our Minds , C , *- , 

Expose of Soviet Espionage < > M 



S3:M%M>1f8iM pa$e ' 



Gandy . 
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\ Ieletype unit CZ1 
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Letter to Mrs. 



be 
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NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. 
The John Birch Society- is allegedly- an anticommunist organization; 
however, Robert Welch, its founder, has stated that the Society 
might take on the appearance of a "front" in order to attract true 
subversives. During the Eisenhower Administration, Welch criticized 
the President to the point of calling him a dupe of the communists. 

The meeting to which correspondent refers is probably the 
recent seminar held by Dr. Fred C. SchwaTz and others on communism. 



TRUE COPY 



March 6, 1961 
Laguna Beach, Calif 



Dear Mr. Hoover - [ '^^^ . 

We need advise. It is presumptious to take up your 
valuable time but I know of no other I would fully trust. 

The issue is Communism. Who are we to believe? * /~V 
How can we distinguish the true from the false? 

We are just a couple of the U.S. Millions who work 
for a living and can't attend Meetings like that being held at 
Disneyland this week. We'd love to attend but we have to 
work to eat. 



Now the LoaAngeles Times is printing a series of 
articles on the JohnBirch Societ y, the culmination of which 
will be a final article conveying their opinion. The American 
Legion fights, they say, Communism. But Fin awfully dumb 
about issues and viewpoints and so many contain innuendos 
that escape me entirely. 

Who can we believe? 



For a long time we've watched helplessly, our country 
slide under too much central control - people are lazy and 
apathetic - we included. Pretty soon, too, you become suspicious 
of any and everything, which must be what the communists want. 

How can we determine who to follow and believe? We 
want to remain free and true to our good American Heritage. 



4 



Thank you sincerely, for your trouble & time in reading 



f.-2- 33 Mrs. 



ft* 



(sir 1 




Laguna ^geac h, Calif. 
* MAR 16 1961 
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7)uM^n^ iluJu> x^hA ^v^l Ilol^u^ ^l^A. 
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4r ■ — 



&t*^ c^s^: JU£a^^^ ' 
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tT^UrtAj -^jfru^ ft&xA&u^ , Jits ^W^fc^^ 
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Tolson __ 
Parsons . 



Mohr 

Belmont _ 
Callahan . 
Conrad 



DeLoach- 
Evans 



Ma lone _ 
Rosen _ 
Tavel _ 
Trotter . 



W.C. Sullivan. 



Ingr: 
Gand: 



2.R0 



Miss I 

New Dorm--! | 

Maryville College; 
Maryville, Tennessee 
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Dear Miss 



Your letter of March 8, 1961, has been received, 
and the interest which prompted you to write is appreciated. 

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI is 
an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as such, 
does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the character 
or integrity of any organization, publication or individual. I regret 
that I am unable to help you and hope that you will not infer in this 
connection either that we do or that we do not have data in our files 
relating to the subjects of your inquiry. 

Enclosed is some material dealing with the general 
subject of communism which may be of interest. 

lymoio Sincerely yours, 

W 1 •> 1361 

C0MW-FB5 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



Enclosures (6) 

17th National Convention & 3-60 LEB Intro. 
What You Can Do To Fight Communism 
Director's speech of 10-18-60 
•Communist Target— Youth 
' Expose of Soviet Espionage ' : i 



Y 








WMik 





'.One Nation 1 s Response To Communism 

NOTE: The John Birch jfocigty is allegedly an anticommunist organization; 
< r , " "(See next page. ) 

RWErpjh (3) { 
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NOTE continued: 

however, Robert Welch, its founder, has stated that the Society might 
take on the appearance of a "front" in order to attract true subversives. 
During the Eisenhower Administration, Welch criticized the president 
to the point of calling him a dupe of the communists. No record could 
be located in Bufiles identifiable with correspondent. 

While certain activities of the United States National 
Student Association parallel the Communist Party program, our over-all 
coverage of the Communist Party and its activities and the file reviews 
conducted concerning United States National Student Association officers 
show no indication that the Communist Party is dictating the policies of the 
United States National Student Association or has infiltrated the United States 
National Student Association top echelon. (100-346566-683) 
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3-8-61 



IARWILLE 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Gentlemen: 



Due to several controversial issues which have 
oome up on our campus, I am writing as a member 



of the Maryville College 



to 



request information &bout two organizations. We 
are particularly concerned with any Communist 
affiliation or infiltration that might be 
present in the groups and would appreciate 
reply as soon as is possible. The organizations 
are these: 



b6 
b7C 



1. The United States National Student Association 
(USNSA) 

2. The John Burch Society 



Thank you for any information that might be 



available . 



P Sincerely, ^/d^/'l^ 



New Dorm — [ 



17 iviak it> 



Maryville Col leg e ^ m 
Maryville, Tennessee 




t 



t 



Mr, 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
7-Ir. 
. Mr. 

* Mr. 

Mr. 
\ Mr. 
\ Mr. 

Mr. 

I 

M ■ 
]■! 



Tolson ~ 

Parens.. . . 

MoUr 

Belmont 

Csillalian 

ConvacL . — 
r-j,,^ch 

::,aa» 

^uL-^ 

Rue-m 

Tawl 

* Sullivan 
m \ *m .. — 

- . \M 

Car, iy 



vlrsJ 




LUrch 15, 1001 



oiur^eoa .uay, Wisconsin 
Dear jura. 



be 
b 7 C 



I have received your letter of March 6, 19G1, 
and the interest which prompted you to communicate with me 
on this occasion is indeed appreciated. 

I can readily understand your deep concern 
over the grave threat posed by communism. It is my firm 
belief that a broad knowledge of the objectives and operations 
of the communist conspiracy is essential if Americans are to 



' V * v<V*^ 



Jujl^r^ or Ooc^it, M 



wdj iatui.T^a to be au c-ajy-to -ro^J j/rLa^ ou c or/ui.uaUiu ^0^: 
btuJiUxtj iiuiv otiior *uiQWicu,au v.ho tvouid like to Losum jotreuiing 
about tiiij wil aiwu.ee. I iwe alvayu ielt that private citizens, 
acting through tiioir civic, labor, religious, educational and 
similar or^aniaatioru, constitutor jno of cur mojt effective 
Y/eapons against communism, 

I um jv-vHii£, ua;L-r jopitrato cover, jn'oraJt 
item j on Uie subject oi coa^mljai vU'ch you tf?i£lit like to read. 




Sincerely yours, 

J!* JEtfgar Hgoy 



1 - bT^CTTMbrreli - Room 4235 
USC Material 

3-60 LEB Intro with lfth National Convention CP USA 
The American Legion speech 10-18-60 
Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality 
Communist Target- -Youth 
Expose of Soviet Espionage 
One Nation T s Response to Communism , , 
NOTE: Next gage. ^«„V£r./ f / -j 



JMM:ncr 
(5) 



\ Mail Room 



t t 



b6 
blC 



NOTE: The John Birc h So ciety is allegedly an anticommunist organization; 
however, Robert Welch, ftsToinder, has stated that the Society might 
take on the appearance of a "front" in order to attract true subversives. 
During the Eisenhower Administration, Welch criticized the P residen t 
to the point of calling him a dupe of the communists. As Mrs. | | does 



not specifically ask about this organization, and reference to it is only in 
passing, the no evaluation type reply is not included. 
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gtmraeqn Bar* 



March 6,1962, 



Mr. Malone_ 
V/jgj> Mr. Rosen_. 
Mr. Tavcl— 
Mr. Tr tter. 



J. E. Hoover 
Director, E\B,X # 



Dear Mr# Hoover, 



Mr. W.C.Sullivan 

Tele. Room 

Mr. Ingram 

Miss Gandy 




Cm) 




I have read many times your "book entitled, 
"Masters of Deceit" and feel like something must he done, due 
to events that are taking place 1 in this world today • Y/ith grave 
concern I am writing to you for the answer. I have given your 
hook to many to read and offered it to Civic groups, and all 
agree something more has got to he >done # Many A mericans are 
ready to do all they can and all seem to agree our entire govern^ 
ment needs to he cleaned up . We all are eager to know what 
to do and want tolalert and are willing to do our pWrt. "But, 
where do we start? It seems everything, since the 3}ast digged 
and stolen election, is completely government controlfcfiWe desire 
to do our part on all levels and keep in very close * touch with 
our Governor's and Congressmen but do they have any powers left 
to act on this issue. We ail wrote to maintain and"' keep the, 
House Un-American Activites Comraitee, We hone it is retained, 
and kept a part of our government ♦ R£C«9 1$^^$/ 

We would appreciate ma tibial on this matter 
as soon as possible* and steps we can take to fight this threat 
facing the TJSJU today. If we know sound measures that can 
be taken and are informed from the State Department and other 
departments in government we can act along the right lines in 
our communities • Many groups, namely one has began in our 
county The John Birch Group" and they are ha&& at work to get 
members to join in^bTielr efforts to combat communism* I am 
skeptical of these groups and refuse to join them, but sincerely 
I would like info rmat ion^ direct from you as to what information 
we can se cure to„ vrork ITn this important mission. As indiyiduala^ 
we are doing a small part 'but we know if we knew what to^lEo^ 
we could become a strogg force in this.fight against coi^in|^^ 

Very Sincerely, ^^J^^j 





he 

hlC 
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hi*- 



Mr, 



Z 




larch 15, 1961 



Dallas, Texas 
Dear Mr. 



/- 



be 

b7C 



Your letter dated March 6, 1961, has bean received, ^ 
and the interest prompting your contacting thib Bureau is appreciated 



Although I would like to be of service, tha function^' 
ani responsibilities of the FBI as a Federal investigative agency do 
not extend to furnishing evaluations or drawing conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organi2ation, publication or individual. 
I regret that I am unable to hely you and hope you will not -infer in 
this connection either that we do or that .ve do not have information 
relating to the subject of your inquiry. 



Enclosed is material available for general distri-^, 



bution by the 1BI on the subject of communism. 

Sincerely yours, 



y 

"Tolson _ 
Parsons 
Mohr 



AS • * 



Bolmcnt *2. L Vj 

Callahan 

Conrad , 

DeLoach 

Evans , 

Mai one 

, Rosen 

Tavel — 

Trotter . 

W.C. "ulhvan , 



John £dgar Koover - f Jl ^ 

Director |J ' 

c^: j 

V ■ ^.Enclosures (7) Communist Target— Youth ' 

What You can do to fight Communism Expose of Soviet Espionage 
Hoteto Beat Communism Communist Illusion and Democratic 

m^at'l Convention CP USA & 3-80 L±3B Intro. Reality 
10-18-60 Director's Speech ri ': ' 



NOTii: Correspondfentds not identifiable in Bufiles. He undoubtedly 
is referring to the J(^freirch_ Sjociety.^headed by Robert Welch, and 
the field offices havVbelm alerted to watch the activities of Welch and 
his group. He has- attacked the Jbisenhower Administration in his 
^^ritings. 

gffi J l4,/ ti 1 ^Cta TELETYPE UNIT □ 

(3) 
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Dallas , Texas 
March 6, 1961 



be 

b7C 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Information Department 
Washington, D # C* 



Gentlemen: 



At the present time in certain parts of Texas, 
an organization eall^u the "J ohrv j ^urke Society" flT 
holding meetings apd explaining /the growing dangers 
of communism* 

A I4r # Pred^sKoch iHTpar t icular 9 will travel to any 
part of the cqjtobry to talk to an aggregate of twenty 
people* Some/of the printed information distributed by 
this organization contains information such as; that 
impanels Gary Powers was not shot down in Russia, but 
' landed his plane after being paid by the Russian Govern- 
ment* All of the information that I have read by this 
organization is very interesting, but still I am rather 
skeptical about their product* 

Would you please give me any unclassified informa- 
tion about this organization so that I might be convinc- 
ed that they are doing a worthy thing and not duping 
the public? Also, would you please send me any printed 
i I information that your great organization has pertaining 
I to the communist party in the United States 6 



much* 



I hope to hear from you shortly* Thank you very 



Respectfully yours, 



REG- 9 




13 MAR 16 1961 
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
5010-104 

UNITED STATES GOWtR 

Memoranah 



NMENT 

urn 



4 



r 



to DIRECTOR, FBI 

from : j^AC^JU^UQUERQUE (62- 

\ o 

subject: ' THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY, 
INFORMATION CONCERNING, 
(INTERNAL SECURITY)/' 



date: 3/16/61 



J... 



Re SAC Letter 60-5 (C) dated 1/26/60. 



On 3/8/61, Mr, 
Distributors 



_____ _ State Furniture 

Inc. ^ i J810 _l0th Street,, Aia^gordo, New_Mexiqo, 



advised that there are two chapters of The J ohn Birch Society 
in existence in Alamogordo, New Mexico ^ Mr 
these chapters as #4^B'^[^^#5 r 32nffi3 !,,M xndicate 



JOt 



stated that 



E 



identified 

1:he pe were ^ 



approximate ly seven members in ea ch chapter, 

I chapter _#46^ 
J Dalton^Insuy^cg AgQngy, 1120 New York 



that one 

srJL 
]#532, 



.be 



Street, Alamogordo, Ne w Mexico [ 

Mr, | | further advised that chapter #465 is 

located at Roswell, New Mexico, has an approximate membership 
totaling 1ft and that the copter pleader is Mr J L j 



7C 



Roswell , New Mexicoy — ^ =?f H&Z 



Concerning Albuquerque, New Mexico, Mr, 
advised there is no^spe pirfs^hWt er xn existence in Albuquerque, 



us 



New Mexico but thdt Mr, 



is a member of the John 



Birch Socie ty with a membership t'rom the home chapter in 
Massachusetts, According to Mr, | | The John Birch Society 

cic 




chapters in the state of New Mexico are working for the stated 
objective of the organization which is M Less Government, More 
Responsibility and a Better World," 

The Albuquerque Office has received no indication 
of any efforts by subversive elements to take over and use 
the above identified chapters of this society. 

Above being furnished for information purposes, f 



2 - Bureau (RM) 
1 - Albuquerque 
RJW:fd 
(3) 
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F B I 
Date: 3/14/61 




Transmit the following in 








(Type in plain text or code) 


i 


Vin AIRTEL 


AIR MAIL 


! 




(Priority or Method of Mailing) 





TO: 

PROM: 

SUBJECT: 



DIRECTOR, FBI 

SAC, WS ANGELES (100-59001) 

JOHN^IRCH SOCIETY 

Santa Barbara, California 

INFORMATION CONCERNING 



Remy call to the Bureau today, 



C 




SA THOMAS H. THORNTON, Sender Resident Agent, 
Santa Barbara, California, adylsg^SAfi this mo rning 

that he had been contacted b v l I 

L San ta Barbara, phone s i 
Mr. I I advised that he had been contacted by the JOHN 

BIRCH SOCIETY in Santa Barbara, Ca lifornia, and had been 
requested to print 10,000 copies ~oT~the "poster "What You Can 
Do To Fight Co mmunism, " which poster was put out by the 



Director. Mr. | | stated that the poster was an entire 

duplicate of the one put out by the Bureau, however, on the 
last line under the statement "Patriotism Is Everybody's Job", 
the Society had requested that it be printed to the effect that 
these posters were being distributed by the JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 
in Santa Barbara, California. 



Mr. 



advised SA THORNTON that he did not want 



to print this reproduction of the Bureau's poster without 
permission of the Bureau and requested that permission either 
be granted or denied for printing of this poster. 



In accordance with Burea u instru ctions, SA THORNTON / 



J and tell him that 



as advised that he should contact |_ _ it 
^/under no circumstances would permission be given by the Bureau 
ft to reprint this poster in the manner as he had been requested 

bureau *» tt ' 



T-Los Angeles 
w"MA:mmb 

JM 



% /TV 

r - Approved: j^L 

& 1 MAR 2 2 liSl ecial Agent in Charge 




1 f V^"» 



Sent 
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LA 100-59001 



by the JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY. Mr. I I was also to be 



told that the Bureau will interpose a strenuous objection 
should he print these posters. 



SA THORNTON contacted 



at which time | | stated that if the Bureau would not give 



and advised him as above 



permission, he would, advise the plant not to print the posters. 
J indicated to SA THORNTON that he was going to abide by 



the decision of the Bureau in regard to the reproduction of 
this poster. 

Any further pertinent developments in this matter, 
of course, will be brought to the Bureau x s attention. 



* 



REG- 



/ 



Tolson 





JJarch 15, lasi 



Mr, 



Post Office Box 
Bakerafield, California 



:. ... 



be 



Dear Mr* 



I have received your letter of March 8, 1961, and the 
Interest which has prompted yon to communicate with me on this 
occasion is indeed appreciated. V 



I can readily understand your deep concern over the 
grave threat posed by communism* # is my firm belief that a broad 03 
' knowledge of the objectives and operations of the communist conspiracy 
is essential if Americans are to effectively resist its influence; My 
book;' "Masters of Deceit, " was intended to be an easy-to-read primer 
on communism for students and other Americans who would tike to 
learn something about this evil menace. I have always felt that private 
■■' citizens, acting through their civic, labor, religious, educational and - 
similar organizations, constitute one of our most elective weapons 
against communism. 

'■} -' "''. * ; with respect to the organization you mentioned, the - 

FBI, being an investigative agency, does not make evaluations or . 
. draw conclusions as to the character or integrity of any organization, 
publication or individual. I hope you will not infer either that we do 
or that we do not have data In our files relating to the subject of your 
inquiry. 

Enclosed are several items setting forth my views on 
jg^. communism which may be of some assistance to your; wif e! and y< 



TO 





■' .i >\' 



Gondy . 



Enclosures (6) Next page; 

-:MAIL ROOM TE 

JMM:ncr (3)^ & . 




yours, 



It. Edgar Hopves-. : • ;. 

John fidgar Hoover 
Director 




NOTE: Next page. / i;J'*' 

•1961, ■r-V 



* 



* 



Enclosures 

The American Legion speech 10-18-60 

3-60 LEB Intro with 17th National Convention CP USA 

Expose of Soviet Espionage 

Communist Target- -Youth 

One Nation's Response to Communism 

Communist Elusion & Democratic Reality 

NOTE: Bufiles contain no identifiable information regarding correspondent. 
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GIgsi&- Btock A<je4icy 

INSURANCE - REAL ESTATE 

1210 Eighteenth Street 
BAKERSFIELD, CALIFORNIA 

March S, 1961 




Mr. Belmont.. 
Mr. Callahan-. 
Mj n Qfjrac 

'r. Evans 

Mr. Mr!*m&_ 
Mr. Rosen.- 
Mr. Tavcl. 



VIA AIR MAIL 



J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir: / 

In the last six months or so, my wife and I have become cognizant 
of the Communist menace and have resolved to do something to fight 
this threat. 

In our long somewhat dormant interest in this situation, we have 
found many other substantial local citizens feeling very much the 
way we do. The results have been a hodge-podge of meetings, dis- 
cussions, showing of films, etc. We have felt the need for a more 
definite organized "track to run on." 

Recently though one of our close friends we were invited to attend 
a local meeting in which it was suggested a local chapter of the 
Johrffi3irch Society might be formed. It was proposed that subject 
material, organization information, etc., be obtained direct from 
a central source. We found as we checked the Society, their leader, 
Mr. Welch has indicated people like Milton and Ike Eisenhower as 
being communistic. This, along with several items of another nature 
made us wonder as to what we should do* 

Quite frankly, we are confused as to how we can help in this Anti- 
Communism fight and we appeal to you for suggestions as to how we 
can best help, and your recommendations aa to the John Birch Society 
and anything else of pertinence. 



Mr. TroUer, 
Mr. W.C.Sullivan 
Tele. Root 
Mr. Ingra: 
Miss Gandy_ 
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3elc.ont _ 

DeLoach . 
Evans 
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Tavel _ 
Trotter . 
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T'le. Xo3rr. _ 

Imran „ 

Gaudy 
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March 17, 1961 



30.7 



Mr. 



Mount Morris, Michigan 



be 

b7C 



Dear Mr. 



The kind comments in your letter of March 9, 
1961, and the interest which prompted you to write are appreci- 
ated. 

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI 
is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope that 
you will not infer in this connection either that we do or that 
we do not have data in our files relating to the subject of your 
inquiry. 



3=» 



Enclosed is some literature dealing with the 
general subject of communism which may be of interest. 

r 



Sincerely yours, 



I ! 



Enclosures (5) 
Listed next page 



ri' 



NOTE: No record was located'in Bufiles concerning Mr. 
The John Birch Society is allegedly an anticommunist organization; 
however, Robert Welch, its founder, has said that the Society might 
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NOTE: continued 

take on the appearance of a "front'* in order to attract true sub- 
versives. During the Eisenhower Administration, TVelch criticized 
the President to the point of calling him a dupe of the communists. 



Enclosures (5) 

Director's Speech of 10-18-60 

"What You Can Do To Fight Communism 

17th National Convention of CP, USA, & 3-60 LEB Intro. 

The Communist Menace: Red Goals and Christian Ideals 

One Nation's Response to Communism 



~2 



Dear Sir: 

For many years I have admired tlie splendid work of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation. I have read most of your "books and 
speeches. I have followed those concerning Communism with special 
interest. I am so interested that I would like to fight against 
Communism to, in the ways that are available to me. Before proceeding 
I would like your advice on a certian matter. ^ 



I know you have most certainly heard of the John Birch 



^ ociet^. I have been thinking of joining this group in the near 
future , in the hopes of a well directed fight. 

I have heard many good things about this group. But I have 
also heard some bad. It is almost impossible to sort out the truth 
in situations of this type, and I want to be careful. I don't want to 
do more harm than good. 

If you could give me your opinion in this matter I would 
be very grateful, as I know I could rely on your judgment . Thank You. 



Mr. Tolson.. 
Mr. ParsonsJiJ6j. 
Mr. Mohr tffi™ 
Mr. Belmontl 
Mr. Callahan- 
Mr. (Jptfirad. 
Mr, 

Mr. Evans 
Mr. Mai one. 
Mr. Rosen 




Mr. Tavcl 

Mr. Trotter 

Mr. W.C.Sullivan 

Tele. Room 

Mr. Ingram 

Miss Gandy. 

- u 
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rch 16, 1961 



Mrs. 



v s 



p 



bo 
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Ariesia, New Mexico 
Dear Mrs. 



I have received your letter of March 9, 
1961, and I can appreciate the interest which has prompted 
you to communicate with me on this occasion. 

Although X would like to be of assistance to you 
in connection with your inquiry, the FBI, being an investigative 
agency, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
individual. I regret that I am unable to help you on this occasion, j 
and I hope you will not infer either that we do or that we do not 
have data in our files relating to the subject of your inquiry. 

I am glad that my book, "Masters of Deceit, " has 
been of assistance to you and your group in your endeavors to 
learn more about the menace of communism. Enclosed are several 
items setting forth my views on this subject which you may like \ , — 



■ST 

<=r> 



to have. 



To Is on 




Sincerely yours, 

J. Td.-jar Hoover 



ii 



DeLoach 
Evans 
Mai one 
Rosen 
Tavel 
Trotter 



Trotter 

w.c.^miv^ 



Tele. Roor^ 
Ingram 



Gandy . 



^Enclosures (5) /j 
• What You Can Do To Fight Communism 

LEB Intro, March I960, 17th National Convention, CP USA 

Expose of Soviet Espionage 

Series from "Christianity Today" 
One Nation's Response to Communism / 

JMM:dmk (3) > - ^ 




NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of the correspondent. The John 
Birch Society is allegedly an anticommunist organization; however, 
Robert Welch, its founder, has s^fcd that the Society might take 
on the appearance of a "front" in order to attract true subversives. 
During the Eisenhower Administration, Welch criticized the President 
to the point of calling him a dupe of the communists. 
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- J Mr. Tolsoiu- 
Mr. Parsons. 
Mr. Mohr 



Artesiai 



Hew Mexico 
1961 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 




Mr. Belmont. 
Mr. Callahan 
Conrad/.-^ 

r, Evans — 

Mr. Malone — 

Mr. Rosen 

Mr. Tavel 

Mr. Trotter^— - 
Mr. W.C.Sullivan 

Tele, Room 

Mr. Ingram 

Miss Gandy • 



Since reading your most informative book, Masters of Deceit , 
a group of my immediate friends meet weekly to discuss it 
and just what we can do to get more people aware of the 
present threat of the communist conspiracy* 

I have received some literature from The John Birch Society, 
Inc., Belmont 78, Massachusetts* and have since purchased 
from them and read their Blue Book and The Life of John Birch . 
They seem to "be working toward the stamping out of this 
internal communist threat through small chapters in numerous 
states under the leadership of Bobert Welch* 

group and I were on the verge of joining this John Birch 
Society when Time , March 10, 1961, pages 21-22, printed a 
slanted, hut nonetheless dstogatery, article about the John 
Birch Society and about its "dictatorial" leadership by 
Robert Welch. 

Of course, I can see that this article does nothing but try 
to degrade this organization, but^ I am definitely concerned 
and alarmed at ttieir f quoted* implications concerning the 
content of Welch's book, The Politician * I have never heard 
of this book. ~™ "~" 

Consequently, I would appreciate any information concerning 
the John m rch Society 5 Inc. that you have available for 
public consumption. " 



Thank you. I shall be anxiously awaiting your reply. 

REG* 96 

rf | Sincerely,^ - J 0 </</ 0 /~ 11C 
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b7c • (Mrs.) 



SA: 3 cc. 



'12 IKAfc im 



J ' * 




REC-96 



Mr. 



? 



Amarillo, Texas 




he 

hlC 



7 

March 15, 1961 



Dear Mr. 



Your letter of March 6, 1961, with enclosure, has 
been received, and the interest which prompted you to write is 
appreciated. 

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI is 
an -investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as such, 
does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the character 
or integrity of any organization, publication or individual. I 
regret that I am unable to help you and hope that you will not 
infer in this connection either that we do or that we do not have 
data in our files relating to the subjects of your inquiry. 



Enclosed is some material dealing with the general 
subject of communism which may be of interest. 



I- 



V 



Tolson . 



Parsons 




Tele/Ro^r. 

Ingram . 

Gandy 



t 



Sincerely yours, 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



V 



Enclosures (6) 

3-60 LEB Introduction & 17th Convention 
Expose of Soviet Espionage . 
Communist Target— Youth ^y^^ 
. Communist Elusion & Democratic Reality 
Series from "Christianity Today" v r ^ 

One Nation's Response To Communism v 
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d i„S^f A cor ^»Pi >l ftl b y oc S t 8 a P^Ueft identifiable with 
i- correspondent. The John Birch Society is allegedly an antico] 
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legedly 
(NOTE continued next page) 



cicommunist 



ri 
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Mr. 



3-15-61 



NOTjE CONTINUED: organization; however, Robert Welch, 
its founder, has stated that the Society might take on the 
appearance of a "front" in order to attract true subversives. 
During the Eisenhower Administration, Welch criticized the 
President to the point of calling him a, dupe of the communists. 
Enclosure was front page of theAmarillo Globe-Times 3-6-61 
issue which carried an article regarding the John Birch Society 
and mentioned the "Great Decisions" discussion series. 



We have had other recent citizens' inquiries concerning 



the Great Decisions meetings affiliated with the Foreign Policy 
Association. This group, with headquarters in New York City, 
is well known to the Bureau, but we have not investigated it. Its 
purpose allegedly is to carry on research to aid an understanding 
of the foreign policies of the United States and to encourage local 
groups to discuss foreign policies. Vera Micheles Dean, born in 
Russia, is allegedly the leading policy-making official of FPA and 
is reportedly pro-Russian and an apologist for the Soviet Union. 
(100-371054 and 62-68549). 



1 
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TRUE COPY 



Amarillo, Texas bic 
March 6, 1961. 



Dear Mr. Hoover, 



Will you please forward me any literature 
or pamphlets available on combating Communism, what to 
look for, and howto fight it. 

' — --rveenfclosed a startling article from tonites 
newspaper concerning th TOirch S ociety, and wonder if you 
have any information concerning this society or Robert Welch, 
and the basis for their goals as set forth in their "blue book". 



group. 



Also, who's behind this Great Decisions 



Anything you have available in the way of 
pamphlets or suggestions will be appreciated. 



Sincerely, 



/s/ 



be 

b7C 
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Mivch ^Society Mtiermies Commie 
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'By THOMAS THOMPSON 
aud DON BOKETT 

An Amanita ofbcLal of Ihe 
John Birch Society today dfnled 
any conncclloh between lli*t or- 
gaulsatlon und an alleged list 
■of ol Je«$l Ave Amnrlllo men 
Accused ol being Communists or 
loaning' toward com'huintsm. 

Brig. Geo. fficl) miUun-L. 
(Jerry) Lee, volunteer co-brdl- 
feafor for the society, kid The 
€lnbe>Tlme I Jf BEtch * list ot ft 
leged fellow travelers docs ex- 
tol, 11 Js not » product of ihr 
John Birch Society. u Aufl as 



tar as 1 fcobw none of our peo- 
ple had aoylhtag'lo do-wllh IU" 
he added; 

"As far a* 1 fcnmf there arc 
m> Communal* In Amnrlllo/' 
the retired commjmder of Am« 
arllfe AJr Force Base snld, 
though -he dtd add Hint some 
people In Amarlllo may be un» 
knowingly 0iC ^ w dupes bl 
communism* 
The rumored list Includes the 
ol two ; 



dldalc for ihe City Commission, "P «ert 
aa attorney and a City ol Am* John B. 
ntllo dcoirimrnthf^ Some of **« 



Jt*MD PROJECTS SET 



Bids Sought 
On Overpass 



way work called for In Uie bidtj 
which are titimaled lo lolil $28 8. 

Other Panhaodfc projects to-l 
dude: 

CASTRO-tLS. IBS front Texas 
3d in Dlmmilt to norlhrcourily 
line, ziB miles sea] coaf, i 



Bids vera caUcd Saturday by ( Eventually, ihe highway be-; 
the* Texas Highway DonarUriehtUvcen Atrtatillo and Dumas will 
. on two projects Ot important* lo-** «>Urery of lour-!ane divided; 
ihe Mawlllo area, *inc']«dlnt the t ^ . ' ^ .I 

overpass talbik North and Soulh L^rt'STw fS^ftl 

area?- asrxass ^ * 

Amanita, 

the bids ori a iobl ol 79 ,u miles 
•of rand find highway improve' 
monls will be opened aid cca> 
tracts awarded March 17-18. 

The overpass work Includes con- 
struction ,tho structure over 
Fort Worth & Denver and Rock' 1 . . . .„ r . ,, 

Islaod tracks and building V J^M? ^ 3 Falro ' 

proa'ches. and ironlage josds, The 1 **?*!)* 5u -r n , 1< L ^"J 1 54 i 
overpass Is one nf Uto lo be con-i fln 5 f of flalleyboro, 

atrucled in I he expresswav sy* ca ^ lft CircJeoacK; 21 inpes. re- 
turn. The other span wll] IinV bUlI<1 W«de ana w^cet 
Korth and &xilii Pierce. : iLUtt)EMAK -- Texas As and 

The other project of AinarMo^fl^ ^? n ^ ^ L Riv ? r; 
area Merest 3molv« cxlcndlniri 3 ^ 232 L n ( l uai ^ |l! 11 
ihe lour-Jane, dividbd porllon ot iinitu Hrodln£«»d surfacta*. | 
U. S. 41(g)) ways 87-287 soulh from; GlUY-Ilanch W2l wslf of Lo- 
.03 mHes iorih of Ihe Moore Coyn-ifo^r 6 milca grading and Wr- 
ty Upo lo 7.1 milts aouih oT the ^c]^ ^ 
•no Into Folfer Counly, Tho mod-, The Castro and Polter b«s ha Vc [ 

iwtlori of Iho highway has nl- boen callod for ^rarch It with: 
dy been completed Irom Du-;bidi on the Lamb-Bailey *Harde- 
^*° 1 i U }J 0 °? mn « ( «^n. Gray aiid PotlctMoore' 

ih of Ihe Afoons Counly line. projecU oh Mnrch Ijy, p * 



the men on the ll$t aay Iney 
hare been bid that such a list 
exists and that their nnmes arc 
en II, though none have seen 

rt 

Gen. Lee blamed the rumor 
on possible Communist (nctlca, 
"Th& Communist* wo&ld litte 
nothing* bcllcr than for u% to 
be dhidec) and fighting among 
cursel™*," lie «iid. 
jibe rumored list climaxes 
several weeks ot cdglneas built 
up here by elastics bcttteen 
John Birch members xitd oth- 
_ _j:r the society Is 
too e*ttcmc in lis method of 
ftghlfrg commctoism. A few 
crises Tinvc built up iu Amaril* 
lo churches over the Issues 'abil 
some ministers fear serious 
splits will develop in 'their 
churches 

Gen. Lee says friction in the 
churches Is reused hy the hilrt- 
hlers defendEo/r the National 
Ccancli of Churches, vhlch he 
says Is Communist Infiltrated, 
"ttc have documented prool 
that the National Council has 
been Infiltrated by Coiumu* 
rtlsfc." he Snhl. "nnd some hi 
these nunlsfers just won't listen 
lo us» 

''JJhUI ve can convince Ihem 
that Ins fHlicfatf CotmcU ha« 
Some ContniixQttl Jollnrtf* h'Jt 
there is folus lo be some Trl6» 
lie added. 

The retired general said that 
not Jong ago he had been ac- 
cused of calling a minister 
here a Cosnmnnlsi lie said 
lb*t this Is * fake .accusation. 

"Preachers dou't become 
Communists; Communists be- 
come preacher?," lie said. 

He went bo to. Say that sin* 
gliag out prominent focal peo> 
pie CMild be the handiwork of 
"fellow travelers' That f S « 
prime technique of the Commu- 
nlsi^.'* 

The John TUrch Society Is « 
nalloawUle organization dedi- 
cated lo fighting Ihe spread of 
communism. It was started In 
1558 by a Boston. c*ndy maker, 
Robert "ffelch, who is the scU^ 
appointed head of the org^nlM- 
liOh. Interantional hendefcinrters 
of ihe society are at aelmonf, 
^lass. 

^hc fl«t cT^pter wsib ot- 
gaalxcd here lasi August liy 
Lee, who had bc<"" « member 
of the home chapter at Bcl- 
»ont 4 Since his retlreinrht 




from the Air Force den, workings ot their own govern- 

has dedicated hht \Vc h the ment, 

flgh'l against cominonlsm and S yfai 0 f their aettvIHe s eon-l 
has selected the John Birch SoJ 0 f wtilldg lei lets to edl 
clciy as^hls primary vehicle W flg ( 0 cohgrcss 

that fight* i tnen. and senators concerning 

7>c esilmale^ there ae« now\ national issues. One- goal, of the 
society as set forth In lis "Blue 
Book" U the impeachment of 
Chief Justice Earl Warren, a 
point referred fo In many let- 
ter* to Ihe editor here. 
V_J\remberg of the Birch Society 
were instrumental f n nuklhg " 



some 1& ehaplers in AnWJllo, 
each Tylth Irom 12 fo 21 mem- 
bers, Many other" chapters are 
located In other Panhanole iitd 
South Plains cities and he fig- 
ures (here are as many fts 60 
chapters In Itou&icn-'Rlone'. 

Lee *ny 5 Ihe main cfilo ol 1/AmftrilJo City ObrnmiiMdhT & 
the organlraljart Is "\ti? gov- f cently to ban a " Great Pee l- 



from . 
Bivlni/ 



e~] 

sponsibllity ahd a better wWli"l~ > 

In eontnets wHh IFie tKiijtlc>/l Memorial LlbrRry. 
he snld, Ihe memhers speax bn-*^ Citing a booklet prepared hy 
hi Indivlduatl and ^eier an -American Legion Post In Ai 



their name In letteri _ 
members 0^ the John BlrfJi So- 
clely, Members oMhe ehajiters 
hand together fo study ( 
spread of ecmmrihlsm anr 



brj[u, Gs. r the opponents. ol Ihe 
program contended Jt wn s left- 
ist -Inspired. 

The discussion scries is spo*. 
sored in a nombcr of U. S, 



public libraries by the 42-yea 
old Foreign Policy A'jsodatle 
an vducaifoital instHulion. sn 
ported by foundation grants* Ij .. 
dividual* and subserlpEIons, anVl 
claiming endorsement^ of Prc|* 
idcht Kennedy Jornier rrr*Ii 
denls, Eisenhower and TrumnaF 
lofmer Vice President lllchard 
NUon and all'former Anierlcou 
presidents 16 Woodrow ^Tfeoaj 
The city commission refuscu 
to bar the discussion serle^ 
■ from the library ; 

<Lee said most* of the Birta" 
Society members arc Uecp^ 
^hd have onjy jecently beeoine ■< 
aware of the spread, of com* 
munism arid muit be , educated' 
lo the' tact ''V 
The society also has, losteredje 
a large number of splloKr* 
groups here, which possibly lew 
elude even more members'. Rlosti 
or these groups were stnefefU 
artcrsome people attended Johnt 



Birch Soelely meetings, but f«U 
the authoritarian type organl' 
talton w^s sol- the answer. 

Many efj these groups nre now 
coudiicting their own study 
conmis lor Inlortriattve pur* 
poles, but are not lied to any 
formal organttation. 

The hwik of John JJIreh So- 
ciety membership here is com- 
posed ti< doctors, denltsU, la- 
suraace men and realtors* 
thoogn by all mean, not aU in 
these professions and - hu*luc*ffcs 
subscribe to Ihe movement-Few' 
If arty attorneys arc memhers. 

s Lce sp^ioi most of his- Ihne 
making speeches against com' 
mnnlsm and jhorria^ ilie John 
Birch Society - Information film. 
This IHiii I* a speech by Bobert 
Welch which gives Ihe back- 
ground ot ihe organization, along 
With a rahnjng history on the 
spread of cOnimunlsru over Ihe 
(See BLiCH-Pagc 2) 




1VTLJJAM L. LEE 




Sudanefe 
Troops 
Slaiii 



X>EOPQLt)VlXLE T 1 he 
Congo, March 6 (AP) 
Weary troops aid 

down their arms, and \ Ith- 
drew from the key Ccbgo 
port of I^Iatadi after 
hours of hitter street fi 
ihg >yith Gongelcsc soldierti 
a U.N. spokesman rcjloftcd 
toda^v. _ I 

' ~"rc<>sjrtatftnNr J *re -irtyhiJrwrpfitB 

the Coagoleaa to*er«nient 1^ get* 
a r.K, gnrrtsirir hact tm^ met 




Final 
Edition 




3Qik Ytar, 2V». 9 JO Cent* ■ »0 Vngix AmnrlUo, tcx., Monday, March G, 1961 



Peace Corps for 





United Nations Js empowcrt^ to. 
use force as a Jart resort, the 
anokcsm&n $ajd. 

T*o< Sudanese U.N. soldiers — 
of iic 130-man garrison — . are 

known to have been lulled in the bQTnc xrent as well as abroad, 
battle, which raped throughout 
Saturday and until noon Sunday, 
thirteen other Sudanese were 
wounded and 12 still are missing. 



Slightly Waterlogged 



A Canadian signal captain- also 
id the U.N, " 



is missing and I 



WASHINGTON fAPl-Prcsid&rttwas /devised Sunday, -1. [Slates. 'Thai's right" 
Kennedy says Ihc Peace Corps! overseas reaction to lh c wife ^cd, 
ha has proposed may serve on thc lcocps i(Jca Var ^ m many ^ 
"-nc front as well as abroad. _ jgions with low living -sUndarfs; 

One of the matters which wejlherc was -pleasure at the' Prep- 
are now studying." Kennedy saJdljdent's piroposaJ. * ' 



* * * 

;R.'SargchL Shrivcr. the ? fC 4 



dehl's brother-in-law who was ap- 



:dy as part cr'ihcir Irofrring- for over* 
seas service was -being discussed. 

Other corps, officials said no de- 
cision had been made on the sug- 
gestion, one of many bcin£ con* 



^1 pointed director of the Peace 



fears 



We are now attempting to sec 
how we can use this reservoir of: 



country as 

The President*? comments Were 
recorded at the While House dur- 
ing a television discussion with 
Eleanor Roosevelt. The program 



for his safety. 

Maladi is the Congo's 'priiK^|i^' clt t ^desire here In our own 
Supply port and Without contort ^unliv as wetl as abroad." 
there, the U.N. supply operation 
could be gravely endangered. 

Trouble blew up In the hillside 
town CO miles up the Congo River 
when Congolese units erected 
road bJ'/Cks to impede tbc'move- 
ment or UN. personnel Twohelt- 
copters also were scircd as they 
touched down at nearby Foma. 
That was on Friday. 

• ♦ • 

Kext day. the Congolese tried 
to dislodge an Sttnan guard ol 
;UN. Sudanese troops which had 

l. ^ . _ it. j r. v:i>>?j^ 



"is how we could use Americans WfS< Roosevelt suggested d^-iccrps^aterd^^^ 

who desire to serve m our own i3ng ^ discussion that-some corps the TV program. He said P^d™/^,^ 
ce^ry-S.urn areas, in «h^t,on, mcint<rs ^ ^ $ „ 



cs " retraining and ail the rest. 



'pressed 



Siit»>L i 0 "* Wwranw, McFarland was in ggod condition ujfen Iiisila used as a communications cen 

marathon underwater stay ended Sunday at i0:59,p,m. (Sec Paec 15). iter hy a Canadian signal unit. 

— - — ~ -- * ' I The Congolese opened up "with 

o7rrm>. antitank: guns, killing a 
Sudanese and wrecking the - post.: 
A Canadian captain who went: 



Midwest Bit 
By TojrtiUmdwss 



$5 PRIZE 



Newstip on 
Tar Baby 
Is Winner 

Mrs. Wanda Gafe Wilson. SCO! 



a VIS. ^? CXA ^ D H nols-ond Indiana, but r^u^danwe *tr Jcrteyvaic 

lr£ £ .Kr? S tojurfes were reported. H Ui£ winds Sice 1 I "a concrete ranged against >hc 

k^^fif/L he M W ttrffl y ^ { ^ sl « r a deslractiveWiec station W -Ssngham 1J /Sudanese garrison. 
klhngfoTir persons, mjuring scv- path through LilchMd, In soulh-Iand tore Z a »M <Thc Congo situation led the' 
oral others and causing extensive eastern Illinois dotnogig severalty the area lUnitcd Stales today To cancel a 

^- ^» J bu i ld ^5 $ - i I The winds caused \vidcseread>N 0v y «oodwiH- visit by a fiv&ship 

areas of the mi&? 4i VSSIL^S^ 0f *™se to olhcr buildings, Vees to* 

, areas of the midcontt- Held ho^ng, project w.is cut byjand utility lines, 
* . . . ( "ymg glass and a man suffered The twisters were the second to 



out to parley with the attach* ^y^- bad a real tar baby on 
Congolese was not seen agaiil her hands Thursday afternoon 
Vastly outnumbered and with her small daughter became 
their ammunition running low. thesmeared with the sticky sluir. 
Canadian signal post a n d 7 its Doclor r and firemen couldn't suc- 
Sttdancjc guards surrendered; ceed at the cleanup jobs. Mrs. 
Saturday evening. .Wilson will receive a cheek for 

Elsewhere in the town, fight- $$ as first place award in the 
jog went on until noon Sunday, weekly newstip contest conducted 
More lh3n t.OOO Congolese • by the Globe-News Publishing Co. 
troops, armed with macbine films, f ^ ^ ' M Abemalhy 
nx»rta^ ,and .antitbnfc^prti^ry.J^j^ wci1w j , oA . „ n ««al.:d»me 
" change last weal:. The coin; 




ShriVer'said he wanted every 



'i 

tuaUon led ihe;^ a ?! "ST ^ 




{hopes to have K» to l.COO 3 
j men and women in service around 
'■**rrar*<-*n ith'c world by the end of the year. 

i| Mrs. Robscveii called the re* 
' >| isponse to the Peace Corps idea 
'phenomenal. 

Kennedy said the response was 
lovcrwhclmlng. He added. "I Ihintc 
'that we have really thousands 
land hundreds of thousands of peo- 
* |pTc" in this country who want a 
][ chance to be of service to the 
^country and to the causes with 
fS« PEACE CORPS-Page 2> 

Liz Taylor 
Gravely 111 

LONDON, March 6 w-Efizabexh 
TayEoTp gravely ill with pneu- 
monia, has developed anemia and 
lis being given blood transfusion?, 
her doctors reported tonight, 
f Dr. Carl Hcinx Goldman, one of 
the actress 1 six - man medical 
team, said; 

"We are a little worried .about 
her today. Her blood is not very 
good. Sbo is becoming anemic and 
we are giving her blood trans- 



to Capetown, South 
Africo. The vessels were drrccted 
'y sail back to the Congb area.) 

r officials in QU 



nnd two adutta. All were 
Their ' 
aged. 

Another tornado hit In Kofcomo, 
Ind. Maymc h^ansfielrl, 69, was 
killed when the winds dcmollshrd 
a transportation truck terminal! 
and sent a motor unit crashing 
Into her house. 

Another Indiana storm 
eight Mg smokestacks at 
in the southern part of the state. 
4 A half dozen persons were fn-j 
wrcd in the Indiana slorms, re*! 
quiring hospital treatment, 



ISouth SWo late Saturday kOIJng 
A tornado caused hea^y vim (Sec MIDWEST— Page 2> 



Police Class 



nadian army offtCials in 
tS<e CON'GO-Page Z\ 



mroek 

l»p«*^«**w^ of Southern Methodist *S& 
Soil and Gas .Corporation we.rc]versity. HEs long banking career,^/^,^^'/^ Y»m EST 
S elected at the Annual meeting ^includes seven years as a naUonal^" «f " * 



Goldman said m 
-the 25-year - old star is 
I gravely HI." 



■ The movie actress spcnl a rest- 
^^TiJfi-ess day - with a* tube inserted 



'Bellringers' 



March Tonight 



from the Phnadelphia mint. 

^^t^e a 5fl3 , * ,! W al 0»'*n«ual mecting-ofiincludes seven years 

receive a enccx for ^ as secona stockhoMcM ^ lhe ^ NR{ rohal!bank axaminer and . , , , 

V™' n . J . 4 . Bank Building Annex today. Thefvice president of the American &Vr throal To^ afd^tn n^ 

Many calls were recced m the c |^ fan - oJ Evcrolt H . PWey >ef National Bank of Austin. He SSL »M Sic tad dkl 

jwsroom concerri^ lhe echpse.p^b^, Pa., and Virgil Prelected prescdL>nt of the Amarmo : ^ r S imbrovemcnt afe 
r cf the moon Thursday mornu^fi j.; Palterson of ^^0 mcreas«ibank in I9«. He Is also a Sector ff^tlclTifihl 
but the ftrst caU came from llush ^^ ^ to menbers. ?iof .the bank and a member of the. 3 r " !l °* J 
^iSMaU iirlS'ri ? a Shamrock directors rc - dectcd[boatd of the Eme^ld Corporation;™— — 

**oKX^ r . J THE WEATHER 

ithe %v?ek were Billy Simpson^ »ian. C- A- Cash Ray C. John. PaKcrson is acuve m c^;c 

(SzO Victoria: i^rry Carroll. IGIO S ' E ^ ^ ^ Z** ! Sl ™* off T^VaTJtTT^^^^ 

Mr« r*nnni« Tf mm mis ^les, R. G. Morrison, and Ross<Boys Ranch, semns as a dircc- viewy ri ! 
Mrs. Jeanne Timmons,.^ n - ^ ^ MtfanjMtiw>> H(J fc a „^. t a . rpWe ; 



EOWe; 



Door- to - door solicitation for Thompson. 2tC0 Walnut: 
funds to support the fight against | JamftS Stov/i j^A W. 3rd 



Both 'new directors are bankers;^4 -^sebalE [an. IShfftCTS' 
icntor vice prcsl?. ^xlcy was born in Allendale, .^X 



; Oho enUre membership or tho was stricken when she was seyen.^rSr Society for ■ McataF ,aia$J M: 
Smdirtorhadocs hirin 'southcra ^ffi& M J? ff^f M Md another attack^^ _ «Sri4cw , » ^» V^S^ Ap[ k 



Mrs, 

KinvPixIcy being senior vice prcsJ*t ru>niy \**s ««« »■ »tiv»tfnv^ stobdy Tu?Htoy. 
Mrs. dent of the Mcllo National BaVdiiHl.. and graduated from the Uni- t f»«™ 

1H L . r^wiBT Mrs. «nd Trust Company ot Pittsburgh^^ity of Oregon in 1921. From Hlflft Wr 

]n a "Bellrmsert March/; ! Joe ' 1909 Washington; and Patterson beln- presidcht oi^923 to 1936 he temd as resident!^ £ 

4915 the First National Bank of Ama^manoger in the bank relations de-i^ ^ 



The three-houE march will be. 
conducted by members . of the 



'Mrs. 




M4D 
TRAD 
Says 



Class $10, Training Dillon, to- In ;954. dispjayinj: "the sign of 

-day volunteered to donate Wood Students of the police school ^S^tf symbol of a reaf beii 
Jot Mrs. Mne Jlarcuna who « to \-oluntcering included John C.'^^ fn 1953. 0 f shnckies formerly 
•undergo open heart sufgery En Bacon, Lcwi s A, Bcvcrs, Ralph u^d to bind mental patient 

I E. Holstad, lance 0. Brew- AmFirilIo"s goal is $15,000, The 
ich -lb **" ■ " ■ ' • - 



James E. Anderson, 
Mrs. Paul Horn. 
Virginia Mole. 



ZSWinlla. 

2m Patterson Is 



bom in Taylor, and a 1S28 1 



;,partment of General Motors ; A* ^UT& ^ 
native Texan,' ceptnnec, Corporal ion ai P'tlS'^iouTj. jroo., 



ewi 

burj?h. He was associated wilhfrEK^WrS^— — 
the Vnion Truit Company of Pitts- -j*** a rune GtfARPy 
hurgh from 1935 until i wtan»|ff 1( 3g ^ Q 

he became vice president of tnCiinn* wermtv mii tvt a <t\<wt torn rew 
Mellon >ratlonalJank and Trusi;^--^- r^rT^^i 
Company. He became its senior- i<x:oy » www is j<wihK>»r. uw» i»- 
vjco prcstoeni m i*u. j «or7H£hn mew mgxico? cooii^ 

Pixlcy is a director of the Glenmoera eieirtrim »«A»t owf t*ftTco>t vp.fh 
aiartm tompanv and nas 0 fetf •fawn i»w«r rievoNwi. <»<m>< 
Ibeon a director of the Pittsburgh*"'*** oUmiwh. Tgtidw 
cn ft pier ot tne American kco ^ ^-bdi 
Cross since im He is a member Sf>*tS*" m - ^V?^, 1 

^or the Association of Rescue City W^t^WW 




I Dallas. 

I Adoption of the 24 mc) 



, J hc ST' y^^ZJ*', Cannon MichaeS'natfonal goal is $10 million. But- 
'hst of donors has assured Mrs. E. CuUen, Fredrick K Ferguson, .ing the first 10 months of IKO 
You tvH'i cb- Marcum of sufficient jjlood for Richard A. Garratt. flenjamin L.;jhcre were V3 persons 
|«» to « hvni tho of^ration to bo performed in HcJtingsworlh. James D. Hubbard, to the Slate Hospital in Wichita 
*kkc<l cofldU Dallas, Other volunteers bring lite Gerald D. Jackson. Burl F. John-Falls through the Potter County 
dai< — . if y 0 u telalto available for donations.' son. James M. Layman, Richard 'Court. 

tht t The heart surgery will repair D. Mathis. Richard W. Meador, Heading the Amardio march 



♦ JOB OUTLOOX draws divided reaetlott^page 3, 

♦ .LINCOLN HAD no appeasement for Soulh^-Pagc K. 

♦ jnCHELANGELO In demand hy kings-Page 16. 

♦ FOUEHOM MARKS Jffc on Gunntanamc—Pagc 17. 

♦ OHIO STATE MAY be ripe for an «ps«t-ra?e W. 

heart valves damV £ ed as a result Lee \ 'M<htf] Jame 5 S "." Mon* arc " chapman" Mrs^Diek "OtaM * ^"JI. ! f J?i5 ; ^J? ^ ? f?" 0 ? 1 Cn 
,or Mrs, Mnrcum's bout. with tx^o loch, Uurcncc G. nuTsell, Fran- Mrs. P. R, Nicoh and Fcnton * ^ T } !o f s ™** s f , A . , n __ 

-«scs of rheumatic fc%-cr< She first tSce-POLICE CLASS-PnSe 2) ^ar^^il, I • ^NDLSTRfAL development of e«y studjed^Page 30. 



Recommended Heading 



gBankcrs. 
po 



Phi Delta Theta, 
O Titian Church. 
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t 



March 15, 1961 



i .1 




3anta Monica, California 
Dear Mr. 



be 

b7C 



VP 



Your letter postmarked March G, 1961, has 
been received, and the interest which prompted you to write 
is appreciated. 



Tolson _ 
Parsons - 
Mohr 



Belmont - 
Callahan . 



Conrad 

DeLoach- 
Evans 



Malone . 
Rosen 
Tavel _ 
Trotter . 



/Ithough I would like to be of service, the FBI 
is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope that 
you will not infer in this connection either that we do or that 
we do not have data in our files relating to the subject of your 
inquiry. 

Enclosed is some literature dealing with the 
general subject of communism which may be of interest. ( 



v 



i L * 



Sincerely yours, 

* P. Ec' -i rtw*ur 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



W.C. Sullivan 

Tele. Room { 

Ingram 

Gajyiy; 



Enclosures (6) 

17th National Convention, CPUSA & 3-60 LEB Introduction 
Communist Party, USA 

Director's Speech of 10-18-60 f\,- 
The Communists Are After Coir Minds s> j I ? ■ • 
Expose of Soviet Espionage sJ-<&/ 
One Nation's Response to Communism 



see NOTrE-next page ■— , r 



i 
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IS* 



# s 



b 



« 



Letter to Mr. 



NOTE: Bufiles contain no record identifiable with| 

The John Birch Society is allegedly an anticommunist organization; 
however, Robert Welch, its founder, has stated that the Society 
might take on the appearance of a "front" in order to attract true 
subversives. During the Eisenhower Administration, 7/elch criticized 
the President to the point of calling him a dupe of the communists. 

Bufiles reflect that Stanley Mosk has been associate 1 with five 
organizations cited by the Attorney General. "I Saw Poland Betrayed" 
is a book written by Bliss Lane, the former Ambassador to Poland 
from 1944 to 1947. The Bureau has not reviewed this book. "Russia's 
Race for Asia" is a book which the Bureau has obtained copies of, 
although we have not reviewed it. The "National Guardian" is the subject 
of a current Bureau security investigation. It is described in the "Guide 
to Subversive Organizations and Publications" as being a propaganda 
organ of Soviet Russia. 

As reference to "Masters of Deceit" was only in passing, material 
is not being sent under separate cover. 
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SANTA MONICA, CALIFORNIA 



b6 
hlC 



March 4, 




Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 




Mr. I^taibnt.. 

Mr. Cdlahan- 

Mr. Evans,. 
Mr. Malone_ 
Mr. Rosen- 

- ™ TT Mr. TaveL 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 3 Mr. Trotter. 

Mr. W.C.Sullivan 

Weare urgently in need of good advice. Like^^ Rooin - 
many patriotic Americans these days, my wij* 
I are confused. 

i 




For many years we have been aware of the true 
nature of the international communist conspiracy?. 
During the 1930' s I read some of the socialist f 
and communist classics, consequently I thought 11 
was a mistake in '33 when our nation recognized 
the Soviet. In recent years we have been in- 
creasingly more alarmed, as a result of our own 
Government aiding and abetting the spread of the 
"cancer", close to our own shores in Cuba. 



Consequently, when recently we first heard of the 
John Birch Society and it's program, we became 
very interested, read all the literature, saw the 
films, and decided to start a local chapter made 
up of fifteen or so of our more conservative $ § 
friends and neighbors. All of us ar§ loyal, pat- I J 
riotic, Christian Americans who desire nothing ™ 
more than the destruction of tyr^anny and despot- ^ * 
ism, from whatever direction, and a rebirth and * 
reeducation to the basic old American precepts 
and principles. ~ "* Q*f*f 

JoAjJ O 

LateTT^<HB^ has been undergoing a 

violent smear attack from much of the press in 
Southern California, with even some of the alleged 
conservative papers joining the act. As a result 
of all this pressure and criticism some of our 



or 

0" 



i 



MAS '20 1961 




SANTA MONICA, CALIFORNIA 



be 

b7C 



members are now wavering and are beginning to 
wonder if maybe they have been duped into join- 
ing a questionable organization. The writer 
doesn 1 t feel this way, but after much of the 
publicity given to Welch's remarks about our 
former President, you can see the cause for 
concern* When our esteemed, A. D. A. , California 
attorney general, Stanley Mosk, says that the 
Birch Society is subversive, I am naturally in- 
clined to think the opposite . 

Next on my reading list is "Masters of Deceit V I 
have just finished "I Saw Poland Betrayed" and 
"Russia 1 s Race for Asia". We subscribe to " Human 
Events", " The Dan Smoot Report", and "National 
Review" ♦ To keep abreast of the party line we 
subscribe to "National Guardian" , and back in 
the ! 40s we subscribed to "The Daily Worker" for 
the same reasons ♦ 

We love our country, wish to conserve it, and 
will fight bitterly anyone trying to subvert or 
destroy it # Please tell us ? Mr* Hoover, are we 
on the right track in joining The Birch Society? 



Sincerely 



b6 
b7C 



'4 



Tclson _ 
Parsons . 

Mohr 

Belmont . 



Callahan . 



Conrad — 
DeLoach- 
Evans . — 



Malcne - 
Rosen — . 
Tavel _ 
Trotter . 



W.C. Sullivan 
Tele. Room _ 



# 



779 



March 16, 1961 



Mrs. 



[ 



be 

hlC 



v est Palm Beach, Florida 



B^ar Lira. 



Your letter of March 7, 1961, has been received. 

Although I would like to be of service, the functions 
and responsibilities of the FBI as a Federal investigative agency do 
not extend to furnishing evaluations or drawing conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or individual. 
I regret that I am unable to help you and hope that you will not infer 
in this connection either that we do or that we do not have data in 
our files relating to the subject of your inquiry. In view of your 
interest, I am enclosing material on the subject of communism 
available for general distribution by the FBI. 

• o - 

I want you to know that your kind expression oi r ~z- 
confidence in the work being done by the FBI is deeply appreciated* 
In this connection, I thought you might also like to know that there- 
is no truth to the rumor that I am thinking of retiring. My only 
desire is to continue in my present capacity as long as I can be of 
service to our Nation. 



=53 



4T 
4T 



Sincerely yours, 

CO.. ; , 'vv'l- i 



Enclosures (7) 

What You Can Do To Fight Communism 
3-60 LEB Intro and 17th National Convention] 
How to Beat Communism /U-' 7 ? 
Communist Target — Youth ^JS&s j"j j ' ( 



m 

V 

Expose of Sovieir Espionage 
Communist Illusion and 

Democratic Reality 
Series from Christianity 
Today 



NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. 

fifify ij. f ^f U O TELETYPE UNIT □ DCLl jmS (3) * 



J* Edgar Hoover 
Bureau of P.B.I 
Washington, D# C. 

Dear Sir; 



W# Palm Beach, Fla* 
March 7, 1961 



CD 



Kindly inform me if the John Birch Society 
is a communist organization/~TT^ 
of the literature that they send out and am in 
doubt as to whether to believe it or not # 

I trust you will continue to head the FBI 
as long as you possibly can do so. 



Yours sincerely, 



he 
hie 






...jr. I 

Big Timber, ^luntana bT 



Your letter of r^arch 7, 1061, iia3 fcteen 
received, and the interest which prorated ycu to v;Tite is 
appreciated. 

Although I would UHe to be of service, the TBI 
is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, docs not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organisation, publication or ^. 
individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and nape that . iS" 
you will not infer in this connection either that v/e do or that . . : 
wo do not Jiave data in our files relating to the subject oZ your J 

Unclosed is some literature dealing ^7ith the 7 =z 
general subject of conmuaism v/hich raay he of interest* r . 



Sincerely yours, . /'*/'' 

I /f John Edgar ifoaver , 
Y .Director ^ • < 



Pa irons . 
Mobt 



zpEz, Enclosures <3) 



en**, _: V/hat You Can Do To Fi^ht Communism > 



Conrad , 



p. Lm . a Communist Target^ Youth 

!.*<slons 



One Nation's Response to Communism 



Nation's iiesp 

^ — jg o 6 *JAfi 2 4 jgg J ■ ; . j <SEB NOTS NSXT * AG£) 

Iiujro" — ■ — j 3 - 




# # 



NOTE: The John Birch Society is allegedly an antieommunist organization; 
hov/ever, itobert Welch, its founder, has stated that the Society 
might take on the appearance of a "front" in order to attract true 
subversives. During the Eisenhower Administration, Welch criticized 
the President to the point of calling him a dupe of the communists. 
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TRUE COPY 



Big Timber, Mont. 
March 7, 1961 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir: 

Please send me any information you may 
have on the JohnTbirch Society Incorporated 



Sincerely, 



/s/ 



Big Timber 
Box 777 Montana . 



be 

b7C 



0 

J~o/? /J & 



i V 



******** ismj / <0 ^v/ 



«2 MAR 20 1961 




> V 






ft 





JO * 
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March 16, 1961 



Mr. 



^1 



Amarillo, Teaas b6 v VvAK^*'^- 

b7c O^f^vp ^ x ^ 



Dear Mr. 



nnfl T . Your letter of March 9, 1961, has been received, 

ana I do appreciate the concern which prompted your inquiry. 

_ j The f BI as an investigative agency of the Federal 

Government does not furnish evaluations or comments regarding 
the character or integrity of any individual, publication or 
organization. I regret I am unable to be of assistance to you 
with respect to the organisation you mentioned, and I hope that 
you will not infer either that we do or that we do not have data 
in our files relating to the subject of your letter. 

view of your interest, I am enclosing several 
items which you may like to read. " - 



Sincerely yours, 



4 ' 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



Enclosures (4) ^&^t*S K - 




What You Can Do To Fight Communism A \' 

17th Nat',1 Convention CB US-A ■ » f, •>';>> Vji 

Series from Christianity Today * ( >f ^ - . 

Cne Nation' ti Response To Communism i! 
NGTS; Bufiles contain no information identifiable with correspondent. 
The John Birch Society was formed in Belmont, Massachusetts by 
Robert Jelch and is allegedly anticommunist in nature. The Bureau 

SQnductejjUjnquiry concerning it. 
c- O I JO I v£ 

JWO'Brle-, (3) r— , 

MAIL P.JOMl—J \"fiU:TYPE r.'.ZT L-J 



b7C 



BOX | 

AM AR I LLO , TEXAS 



r. Belmont 

n t>* 5 / / V&x- Callahan J, 

JUZS / -7 I JSx f Conrad / 



March 9, 1961^ Ifctaia. 

I Ilr. RcS22J 

Mr. Tavsl_ 
Ilr. Trett-2r_ 



Dear Mr* Hoover: 



(9 



Ilr. \7.€.Sullivatt 



The John Birch Society is becoming quite active ill ^ff a ^^ 
our area and I feel confident that you and your organization "j^^p® 
are well acquainted with its activities. I have been invited ff 



to join it and have listened to and viewed a speech on film 
by the founder and self appointed leader, Mr. Robert Welch* 

The purpose of this letter is to inquire of you in 
regards to the background, sincerity and capabilities in the 
capacity he assumes, of Mr* Welch and as to your opinion of 
the activities of this society. 

Most SlnofirftlY yours . 



ill * 

J 



3? 



o 



bo 
b7C 




'Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 13 20 1961 

Federal- -Bureau - of 1. Investigation 

Washington, D # C. ****** 




v '* March 17, 1961 



b6 



Bozeman, Montana b ?c *&aV\^v> "3»^N0^\.V 



Dear Mr. 



Your letter postmarked March 10, 1981, has been 
received, and the interest which prompted you to write is appreciated. 

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI is an 
investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as such, does 
not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the character or 
integrity of any organization, publication or individual. I regret 
that I am unable to help you and hope you will not infer in this 
connection either that we do or that we do not have data in our files 
relating to the subject of your inquiry. 

Enclosed is some material dealing with the general 
subject of communism which may be of interest. 



Sincerely yours, 



i i 
V 



Enclosures (5) 

17th National Convention & 3-60 LEB Intro. ^ 0 
# Directors speech of 10-18-60 f Lpy^ 

Expose of Soviet Espionage ;/ /* 
Communist Target — Youth , ^ y : \y 

One Nation 1 s Response To Communism * * K f^f\\ 




NOTE: No record could be located in Bufiles identifiable with 
correspondent. The Manion Forum is a network radio program 
which could be considered controversial in that a variety of speakers 
)vb presented. Clarence E. Manion is former Dean of Law at 



&vb presented. Clarence E. Manion is forme 

vft<< /RWE:pjh (3) . >,-. , 



Mr. 



be 

b7C 



NOTE continued: 

Norte Dame University, and we have had some cordial correspondence 
with him. 

The John Birch Society is allegedly an anticommunist 
organization; however, Robert Welch, its founder, has stated that the 
Society might take on the appearance of a "front" in order to attract 
true subversives. During the Eisenhower Administration, Welch 
criticized the president to the point of calling him a dupe of the 
communists. 
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March 8, 1961 



J . Edgar Hoover 
Director of Federal Bureau 
of Investigation 
Y/ashington, D.C. 



Dear Sir: 

Can you set aright a confused MERICAK? I hope 

so. 

On March 5, 1961 I hearcUthe Manion Forum on which 
it was reported that the ^ohg^x^^jg^is^ was perhaps 
the best anti- communist organization in this countryi. 

Prior to the above mentioned date I also heard JD&n ir 
^Smot , from Texag,, give, in two parts, the reasons why 
~"Hae thought Chief Justice Earl Warr^en should be* impeached. 

Wow I read in the March 10, issue of Time magazine 
that the John Birch Society is behind Dan Smot ! s pro- 
posal and that this organization is not what it is /h 
purported to be. JU^t 

/ 

So you see I am rather confused, and, as a student ' 
of Law I would like to do my part in helping to stamp 
out this breed of tyranny called communism, but first 
I must know which organization is truly anti-communist, 
if indeed any of them are. 

Thank you in advance for any and all information 
you may be able to supply concerning this matter. 



M AMERICAN 



Eozeman, Montana 



f 
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Wot.r . 

Cailai; in 
Conrcr* _ 
DeLoaoh . 
Evans 



J.'alore-:- 

Rozen 

Tavel 

Tt.»vr 

Tel:, r-ioc 

Ingrain 

G jndy 



March 16, 1961 



l 



Canoga *?ark, California 
Dear Mr. | 



be 

b7C 



Your letter of March 7, 1961, has been received, 
and I do appreciate the concern which prompted your communication. 

As an investigative agency of the Federal Govern- 
ment the FBI does not furnish evaluations or comments with 
respect to the character or integrity of any individual, publication 
or organization. 1 regret I am unable to be of assistance to you 
regarding the subjects of your inquiry and I hope that you will 
not infer either that we do or do not have data in our files relating 
to these matters. 



In view of your interest in combating the 
communist menace, I am enclosing several items which you 
may like to read. This material is available for general 
distribution by the FBI, and additional copies may be obtained 
in reasonable quantities upon your request. 

Thank you for your prayerful good wishes and 
your kind expressions of support for the work done by the FBI. 



Sincerely yours, 



Enclosures (4) 
Listed next page 



SEE NOTE NEXT PAGE 
JWB:lc (3) 

v >. j :m CZT1 tl;u:tvpe unit □ 



1 '"jl 1 -* Or 



j 

or* 



Enclosures 

What You Can Do To Fight Communism 

17th Nat'l Convention, CP, USA & 3-60 LEB Intro. 

Gne Nation 1 s Response to Communism 

Series from "Christianity Today 

NOTE: Bufiles contain no information identifiable with correspondent* 
The John Birch Society was formed in Belmont, Massachusetts by 
Robert Welch and is allegedly anticommunist in nature. The Bureau has 
conducted inquiry concerning it. 



¥ 



J. Edgar Hoover, 
F.B.I. 

Washington, D.G. 
Dear Mr. Hoover: 



6 



3-7-61 



I am a member of The Joh n Birch So ciety. 
I would very much appreciate your opinion of 
the Society, its founder Robert Welch and his 
monthly publication, American Opinion. 

I want to fight Communism and from what 
I've been led to believe I think I'm in the 
right organization. 

I assure you that your answer will be 
kept in strict confidence. 

God bless you and please accept my thanks 
for a job well done in the service of our 
country. 



fa 



Very truly yours. 



canoga Parle , Calif. 



RE&U 
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1 Llarch 20, 1061 



"ft 



Tolscn _ 
Parsons . 



4 



.ir. 



Cjcamonjja, California 
Bear Llr. 



be 

b7C 



Yoar letter dated I&urch 7, 1981, has been 
received, and I want to thank you for yoar thoughtful message. 

The FBI does not have a mailing list for the 
dissemination of material on the subject of communism; however, 
it is a pleasure to enclose publications currently available for 
distribution along such lines. 

With reference to your other inquiry, the functions 
and responsibilities of the FBI as a Federal investigating agency 
do not extend to furnishing evaluations or drawing conclusions as 
to the character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope that you 
will not infer in this connection either that v;e do or that we do not 
have data in our files relating to the group you named. 



Sincerely yours, 

Edgar Hccvc." 



J 



4? 



r V.V 



IS 



4? 



Betoont/ y 

Callaharf 

Conrad 

DeLoach 

Evans / 

Malone . / 

Rosen , .9 

Tavefr / 
Trottet^ ■ * J 
W.C. Sulliwn *- 
Tele. 
Irani 

4y 




Enclosures (5) 

What You Can Do To Fight Communism 
Hoy*? To Beat Communism 
^ LEB Intro, March I960, 17th National Convention, CF USA 
Expose of Soviet Espionage , . 
Series from "Christianity Today" 
(SEE NOTE3 NEXT PAGE) , s (] 

\ ARma2 bZo j^i'^TELETYPE UNIT I I 
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/ 
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NOTE: The John Birch Society is allegedly an anticommunist 
organization with branches over the various parts of the country. 
Our field offices have been alerted to watch its activities inasmuch 
as its head, Robert Welch, indicated at one time that he thought 
a group having the appearance of a front organization might be 
effective in attracting true subversives. Welch has, in the past, 
also attacked President Eisenhower and his Administration in Ms 
writings. 
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TRUE COPY 



be 



Cucamonga, Calif. b7c 
March 7, 1961 



FBI 

Washington, D.C. 
Gentlemen: 



lam contemplating joining an organization 
called " The John^irch Society ", Please give me your 
opinion of this organization. 

Also please send me the latest information 
published by the FBI concerning communism, or put my name 
on a mailing list so I may receive information regularely 
concerning communism. 



/s/ 



Thank you, 



be 

b7C 



P.S. Keep up the good work. R£ q. 73 ^ X — /°^°(^ ^0 ^ 

b. urn %x \%%\ 



Y 



>8I 
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^ 



/ 



Itfarch 15, 1961 



Saint Paul Methodist Church 
43 it Uolflin Avenue 
Amarillo, Texas 




] i,.-. 
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Dear Ui\ 



Your letter dated Ivlarch 8, 1961, has been received. 



The thought promoting your writing me is very n;uch 
appreciated, and I was interested in having the benefit of your obser- 
vations and comments. Enclosed is material on the general subject 
of connunisifc available for distribution by the FBI* Additional copies 
of these reprints ea& be sent you without charge, if desired* 1 hope 
that the publications fciing forwarded will give you and your parish- 
ioners suggestions as to hov you can take effective action in protecting ^ 
our ;*HLerican way o£ iiic. 

I am glad to ^aov: o£ your mtfa to eon-bat the growing ^ 
menace of con:munis&u A ^ell-informed citizenry is; essential to the 
preservation of a free society ari we Imow it today • i v*oj3A ltoe to 
en.phasize, however^ my own strong belief in foe &ro^; oriole oP - _T 
having sound knowledge of the exact nature and charter of till:. threat^ & 

' . ^ 

; i_>aclc of full knowledge is dangerous in that it is responsible cr> 
for the reprehensible and indiscriminate labeling as comniuxtist those ^ 
who merely dissent or advocate unpopular or unorthodox views, 
V hen fully cognizant that communist influence threatens, on the other 
hand, I hope you will not hesitate to voice your convictions with courage* 

*-* 

Sincerely yours, 

John tidgar Hoover , 
Director 



Enclosures (9) 
- z - See Note and Enclosures next page- 
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Enclosures 

How To Beat Communism 

What You can do to fight Communism 

10-18-60 Director's Speech 

17th NatU Convention CP USA & 3-60 LEB Intro. 

Communism: The Bitter Enemy of Religion 

Expose of Soviet Espionage 

Communist Target— Youth 

Series from "Christianity Today" 

Communist Illusion & Decomratic Reality 

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles, nor is the General 
William Lee described. It will be noted, however, that this is a very 
common name and in view of the hundreds of references with build ups 
of it in Bureau indices, these references were not all checked. 

The field offices have been alerted to watching the activities 
of Robert Welch and his John Birch Society. Welch has strongly criticized 
the Eisenhower Administration in the past, and once expressed the 
opinion that he believed a group having the appearance of a communist 
front organization! would be effective in attracting true subversives. 



MtTHODIST CHUftCti 




O. A. MeBRAYER, Mlnliter 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
FBI 

Washington, D.C. 
Dear Mr. Hoover, 



4317 Wolflin Avenue 
March 8,1961 



"2D . 



Amarillo must he a familiar name to you, if all the people have 

received letters from you who claim too. I, too, am writing to you 

concerning ourstruggle with communism, but, perhaps in different 
light from some of the others. 

My concern igjwith the methods and action of groups of our people 
j called u J£hiQ3irch Society" . While most of these are fine people, 
good citizens with noble motives, some of their judgments are unjust 
if not liable. My first knowledge of the • society was in January, when 
apparently, with stimulus from Welch, they began an attack on some of 
the church related periodicals. After several groups' examinations, 
it appeared to be only theological difference instead of "communist 
infiltration and teachings." 

Tensions have built within the community and some churches until one 
might believe the communist were the winners of "round one" in our city. 
Smear-gossip has run rampant until it is not safe to speak, teach or even 
talk with 'friends'. This has been aided by the films of the society 
as well as "Communism On the Map" and "Operation Abolition" and speeches 
h y a r -®* i £ ed Air, Force General . At a recent PTA meeting in our Avondale 
school, GehTHTm-^eJ} stated that we were not to trust anyone for he might 
be a communist- loot our teachers, the text books, the minister, Sunday _ 
School teachers, hot our neighbor, not even our mate. /? 

AnotheV minister and I met witTr~soTnie~"df the society leaders of our 
city last Saturday. Gen. Lee was not present. In the course of the V 
discussions these general ideas were evident: Anyone is a "communist" who- 
1) has Socialist political leanings, 2) teaches with Progressive educational 
methods, 3) has Liberial Theological views, dr 4) differs in ideas or 
practice with members of the society. They also set forth their aims 
during the discussion as; a) distruction of the National Council of Churches 
b) impeachment of Chief Justice Earl Warren, c) distruction of the Supreme 
Court, d)withdrawal of the US from the UN, e) impeachment or some method 
of getting rid of the "communist "President Kennedy, and, f) ending 
integration of racesa *t * « •* MP/*' 

I am worried for fear that this kind of zealot activity and name calling 
may lay us waste in community and church and thus be taken in by communism. 
I fear also that the communist could use a "dictator michine" like the 
Birch Society for its hate program^^, «=*=™a ■ i 

Gratefully yours ~ ' " mar a i isoi a ^ 




T 
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MR. J. E. HOOTSR: 
DEAR SIK, 



\ 



I hope you do not mind my using the hack pf your ' " J J j 
letter, it may serve to connect my answer with my original question. : \ . _Z\ 

. ^ Pirst ; I*4fish to thank you for the reading matter 

you sent to me/^I have* learned much from reading these pieces. .I^eaw-- 

one- who ^ttst stS^ed^oulTof 'the' dark 1 ana to read these things makes 

my h lood;boil. t hope you are "being overloaded^with" letters .revues -ting 

material ion thfsumenace as it'i^s easily; seen tha^this fight will be t 

one 4 of the people v rather than goveTnm^ntt" 

' 1*** ~ m - . - • ^ 

SecOTdly^^J .felt^^liat^you^vould he unable to give^* 
me a direct answer o£*the position of tke Johrr Birch Society : % £nd it v ^s 
founder; Mr. Welch, i$/rote ^st; to ^^ou^f&r^ut-e. 1 Since my letter/* 
there - has been more.-.iifi^ku^ne "plfece in the news about this group* a gree^ 
deal of ^mud 'slinging-') from mepiy corner^- Tbesj^t^tfgs have prompted me'f' l ± 
to go; .ahead with my meml^shij* :U?i r tBSS^«roap3 because they mast be. gg tiding 
close t;e some thing b v i$j There^s al$ays* % great .jij^oa^^hen.'anfSne starl^' 
putting pressure on th^Bed^jj^thei^ duges as per Sen. hfcCarthy & if tK£y 
are fighting hard enSftgh^to- ha^ng it up. in Congress ■ , thia Society- mus^t *b'e 
on the^bali. I hope ydtf agree K<£fL V^iimmrff^^^^ * ^ . 

-'-^^'^^ r 
^ ThJrdly, fjwas gr ea^^^»^d#lW^^ee yoto personal : 

reply in ''the Miami Herald ^uit^Ml^a^B^EA it or section, stat^fe^tj^^ou 
had nck4'Se , 'a of 'resigning your $8&st« I br§$y& a^^ question 
about thfe came to mind; why.,di&not ydSiPetter receive equal ^13/u^jgijfc. 
the so called • "Tip % 3¥f 1 tliat yo* were ge-eting out. In my es*imaxfen, t^e 
assurance that you are £**^*Tg tih^.lH ln *~ M **? m e* s ^ s *l» ^ip Off rated pg. 2. 



Thank you again. 



be 
b7v 







UNITED* STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 



WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

March 10, 1961 



Mr, 



Miami 55, Florida 
Dear Mr. 



be 

hlC 



YourUetter of March 2, 1961, has been re- 
ceived, and the interest which prompted you to write is 
appreciated* 



Although I ^oufei like to be of service, the FBI 
is an investigative agency of t&e"Feder-al Government and, as 
such, does not make eyaluations or dra<w v conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
individual. 'I regret th£t I am unable to, help you and hope that 

. you will not infer in this connectToft either fhaV^e do or that 
we do not have*ifet84ji purfiles relatiifg to the subject of your 

^inquiry. 



— 1 W 



Enclosed is sbiicfe ltf%^tw^e. dealing with the 
geneiil'kibjec^ which Itfiay be of interest. 

— " 9 ^ Sincerely yours, 



CO 



' "J 



to 

CO 




John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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